Summary of Powers held by Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting — Auqust 2025

Important note: before any Power is utilised, the full text of the relevant legislation must be
checked, and the necessary consultation with other regulatory bodies undertaken.

1. NALC Legal Topic Note 3 explains the limited number of statutory functions, powers and rights of
notification or consultation of a Parish Meeting. In summary:

Allotments: may hold and administer allotments for cultivation

Burials: may provide burial grounds and may contribute towards the cost of burial facilities provided by
others.

Cemeteries and crematoria: may adopt byelaws made by a district or unitary council.

Charities: may appoint trustees to parochial charities.

Closed churchyards: liability to maintain a closed Church of England churchyard may be transferred to
a parish meeting.

Land: has no general power of acquisition but may acquire land to exercise its allotments or burial
powers.

Lighting: may light roads and other public places in the parish.

Rights of Way: is entitled to be notified of a proposal to declare unnecessary highway to be not
maintainable at public expense; a public path creation order or extinguishment order; a stop up or
diversion order.

Village Greens: may prosecute a person who damages or encroaches upon a village green.

War Memorials: may maintain, repair or protect any war memorial.

2. Additionally, an Order under Section 109 of the Local Government Act 1972 authorised by East Devon
District Council on 6 August 2025, conferred the following functions, powers and rights:

Clocks - Parish Councils Act 1957 s.2 - may provide, maintain and light such public clocks within the
parish as they consider necessary, and (subject to the provisions of section five of this Act — see Note 1)
may cause them to be installed on or against any premises or in any other place the situation of which
may be convenient.

Road widening - Highways Act 1980 s.s.30,72 —

Section 30: Dedication of Highways - allows highway authorities to enter into agreements with
landowners for the dedication of land as a public highway. This means that land can be formally
recognized and become part of the public road network.

Section 72: Widening of Highways - grants highway authorities the power to widen existing highways.
This can involve physically expanding the road or acquiring adjacent land to widen the highway's
boundaries. The highway authority can widen the highway for which they are responsible, and they can
also enter into agreements with others (eg landowners) to facilitate widening.

Key Points: Both sections are important for managing and improving the public highway network. Section
30 deals with the creation of new highways, while Section 72 deals with the expansion of existing
ones. These powers are subject to the general law and may require consultation with other bodies.

Roadside seats and shelters - Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1 - subject to the provisions of section five
(see Note 1) of this Act, may provide and maintain seats and shelters for the use of the public and cause
them to be installed or erected in proper and convenient situations in, or on any land abutting on, any
road within the parish.

Certain traffic signs and other notices - Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, s.72 - may, with the
permission of the highway authority and subject to any conditions imposed by that authority, provide on
or near any road, other than a footpath or bridleway, or may contribute, either wholly or in part, towards
the cost of providing on or near any such road, traffic signs indicating: a stopping place for public service
vehicles; a warning of the existence of any danger; or the name of the parish or community or of any
place in it. Also, may provide, or may contribute either wholly or in part, towards the cost of providing, on
or near any footpath or bridleway, any object or device (not being a traffic sign) for conveying to users of
that footpath or bridleway a warning of the existence of danger.



Plant trees and shrubs and to maintain roadside verges - Highways Act 1980, s.96 - subject to the
provisions of this section, may plant trees and shrubs and lay out grass verges, and may erect
and maintain guards or fences and otherwise do anything expedient for the maintenance or protection
of trees, shrubs and grass verges planted or laid out, whether or not by them, in such a highway.

Newsletter to provide information in relation to matters affecting local government - Local
Government Act 1972 (LGA 1972), s.142 - make arrangements for providing the public with readily
accessible information about local services, to ensure that residents and visitors can easily find
information on services offered by the local authority itself or by other providers.

Acquire and provide buildings for public meetings and assemblies - LGA 1972, s.133 — the
provision and maintenance of buildings for public meetings. Specifically, it allows these councils to
acquire or provide such buildings, contribute to their acquisition or provision, and furnish

them. Essentially, Section 133 enables local councils to ensure that their communities have suitable
spaces for public gatherings, contributing to local civic life and participation.

Allowing a contribution by way of a grant or loan towards the expenses incurred by a voluntary
organisation in providing any recreational facilities - Local Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1976 s.19 — see Note 2 para 3.



Note 1: Parish Councils Act 1957 section 5. Provisions as to consents and access.

(1)A parish council or parish meeting shall not have power by virtue of the foregoing provisions of this Part of this

Act to provide any seat, shelter, clock, lamp or lamp post, any other material or apparatus, . . . F11 —

(a)on any land or premises not forming part of a road, or in a position obstructing or interfering with any existing

access to any such land or premises, except with the consent of the owner and the occupier of the land or

premises; or

(b)in any road which is not a highway or in any public path, except with the consent of the owner and the occupier

of the land over which the road or path runs; or

(c)in any such situation or position as is described in the first column of the following Table, except with the

consent of the persons described in relation thereto in the second column of that Table.

Table

In any trunk road or any other road maintained by the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, or on land
abutting on any such road.

In any road which is a highway (other than a trunk road or a road maintained as aforesaid or a public path) or
on land abutting on any such road.

In any road which is a highway belonging to and repairable by any railway, dock, harbour, canal, inland
navigation or passenger road transport undertakers and forming the approach to any station, dock, wharf or
depot of those undertakers.

On any bridge carrying a highway over any railway, dock, harbour, canal or inland navigation, or on the
approaches to any such bridge or under any bridge carrying a railway, canal or inland navigation over a
highway.

The Minister.

The county council.

The undertakers concerned.

The railway, dock, harbour,
canal or inland navigation

undertakers concerned.

(2)Any consent required by paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section shall not unreasonably be withheld, but

may be given subject to any reasonable conditions, including a condition that the parish council or parish

meeting, as the case may be, shall remove any thing to the provision of which the consent relates either at any

time or at or after the expiration of a period if reasonably required so to do by the person giving the consent.

(3)Any dispute between a parish council or parish meeting and a person whose consent is required under

paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section whether that consent is unreasonably withheld or is given subject

to reasonable conditions, or whether the removal of any thing to the provision of which the consent relates in

accordance with any condition of the consent is reasonably required, shall—

(a)in the case of a dispute between the parish council or parish meeting and the Minister of Transport and Civil

Aviation, be referred to and determined by an arbitrator to be appointed in default of agreement by the President

of the Institution of Civil Engineers; and

(b)in any other case be referred to and determined by the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, who may

cause a local inquiry to be held for the purpose;

and section two hundred and ninety of the M2Local Government Act, 1933, shall apply in relation to a local inquiry

held under this subsection as it applies in relation to such an inquiry held under that Act.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/42#commentary-c613171
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/42#commentary-c613174

(4)Section six of the M3Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953 (which makes provision as to
access to telegraphic lines, sewers, pipe-subways, pipes, wires and other apparatus) shall apply in relation to

a ... F11 thing provided by a parish council or parish meeting under this Part of this Act, and to the council or
meeting by which the . . . F11 thing is so provided, as it applies in relation to a shelter or other accommodation

provided, and to the local authority by which it is provided, under section four of that Act.

Note 2: Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19 Recreational facilities
(1)A local authority may provide, inside or outside its area, such recreational facilities as it thinks fit and, without
prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by the preceding provisions of this subsection, those powers

include in particular powers to provide—

(a)indoor facilities consisting of sports centres, swimming pools, skating rinks, tennis, squash and badminton

courts, bowling centres, dance studios and riding schools;

(b)outdoor facilities consisting of pitches for team games, athletics grounds, swimming pools, tennis courts, cycle

tracks, golf courses, bowling greens, riding schools, camp sites and facilities for gliding;
(c)facilities for boating and water ski-ing on inland and coastal waters and for fishing in such waters;
(d)premises for the use of clubs or societies having athletic, social or recreational objects;

(e)staff, including instructors, in connection with any such facilities or premises as are mentioned in the preceding

paragraphs and in connection with any other recreational facilities provided by the authority;

(f)such facilities in connection with any other recreational facilities as the authority considers it appropriate to
provide including, without prejudice to the generality of the preceding provisions of this paragraph, facilities by
way of parking spaces and places at which food, drink and tobacco may be bought from the authority or another

person;

and it is hereby declared that the powers conferred by this subsection to provide facilities include powers to provide

buildings, equipment, supplies and assistance of any kind.

(2)A local authority may make any facilities provided by it in pursuance of the preceding subsection available for
use by such persons as the authority thinks fit either without charge or on payment of such charges as the

authority thinks fit.
(3)A local authority may contribute—

(a)by way of grant or loan towards the expenses incurred or to be incurred by any voluntary organisation in
providing any recreational facilities which the authority has power to provide by virtue of subsection (1) of this

section; and

(b)by way of grant towards the expenses incurred or to be incurred by any other local authority in providing such

facilities;

and in this subsection “voluntary organisation” means any person carrying on or proposing to carry on an

undertaking otherwise than for profit.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/42#commentary-c613175
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