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The Raleigh Rag and Village Website 
Published for the Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting by volunteers: David Jackson, Val 

and Mark Moran, Michelle Kennedy, and Jill Wardle. 

Contact details for queries and submissions are on the final page.  

Distributed by village email and as hard copy on request. Also published on the village 

website http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/ 

 

Next Edition  

The Raleigh Rag is usually published every two months. Please send articles and pic-

tures for inclusion or for the website to raleighrag@gmail.com. The copy deadline 

for the next edition is 15 September 2022. 
 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed are those of the contributors. Whilst every effort has been taken to 

ensure that the information included is accurate, responsibility cannot be accepted for any 

omissions or inaccurate information. We reserve the right to edit any contribution for the 

purpose of clarity, consistency and layout limitations. By supplying material for publication, 

you are giving consent for its publication on the village website at http://comberaleigh.org/

combe-raleigh-village/ 

Copyright 

The contents of this magazine may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, republished, 

downloaded, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior 

written permission of The Raleigh Rag. You may not distribute, display or copy any of the 

contents of the pages contained in this magazine to third parties without the prior written 

permission of The Raleigh Rag. 

 

Copyright © 2022 The Raleigh Rag 

All rights reserved 

                                        Coffee Mornings 

 

17th August -  Whitebeams, St Nicholas Rise 

 

7th September - The Old Mill 

 

21st September - Oak Tree Cottage 

 

5th October – Thatchers  

 

Covid precautions - if it looks as though the weather might preclude a 

garden meeting, please check with the host before travelling! 

http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/
http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/
http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/
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Introduction to the 186th edition… yes, 31 years! 
 

Well, as I suggested in our last edition, the media circus surrounding the by-election 

soon forgot Tiverton & Honiton but did we start something of a change? …probably 

we will never know!  

 

So back to the comfortable, sleepy things that should fill a rural summer. We 

delayed this edition to include results and pictures from our Craft and Flower Show; 

again, an event with a long history of over 30 years. Revived after the enforced 

hiatus of the Covid years by Heather, Michelle and Lesley back for the occasion, so 

good to see you again! 

 

Would anybody enter? Yes! was the emphatic answer with the hall filled to 

overflowing with so much beautiful stuff that no pictures could do it justice. We’ve 

tried to include as many photos as possible in colour in the centre pages - check out 

the online version to see them in their full glory. So much talent and capacity for fun 

makes our village a great place to be.  

 

Some months ago when the Ukraine was top of the news, Claire suggested a 

Sunflower competition with seeds donated by Combe Garden Centre as a way of 

raising funds to offer some help. Well, the occasion to judge the results was the 

Craft Show and 18 fine specimens were offered, some slightly less fine than others. 

But the amusement they gave was in inverse proportion to their size. Alan and Mary 

Joules were the winners, there is a picture to show how pleased they were. Over 

£100 was raised to send medical supplies to the appeal. Well done to all who took 

part, and a secret “thank you” from several fat slugs who got the taste for 

sunflowers!  

 

We welcome a village new arrival - a jubilee baby - Finlay 

Wren Morgan-Dunne. 

 

We say a goodbye to Christine 

who is moving out of Combe 

Raleigh, I am sure we shall see 

you around the village as your 

roots go deep amongst your many 

friends. We wish you every good 

fortune. 

 

We congratulate Serena Sexton (pictured here with her 

husband Rob) at her inauguration as Honiton Town 

Mayor 2022/23 on 28 July 2022.  
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Annual Mayor Making Ceremony—28 July 2022 
 

The mayor received her Seal of Office 

from the Macebearer, Dave Retter. 

 

 

 

At the ceremony, Serena Sexton was 

presented of a piece of Honiton lace and 

new jabot by Mrs Pat Perryman, the 

renowned lace maker.  

 

 

 

Parish Meetings  
No meetings have been called since our last edition, but Chairman Brian shares a 

few words to keep you up to date. 

 

Edwards Close - the worst of the pinch points along our village street, with routine 

reports of damage to the vehicles parking here. The original plan to open up this 

entrance to allow full off-street parking has been rejected in favour of an enhanced 

layby taking some of Anne Fyne’s garden and the removal of a short section of 

hedge. Now awaiting a written submission from the tenant prior to further progress 

being made. 

 

Our Jubilee Oak - thanks to some careful watering, seems to be flourishing, and has 

been fitted with a memorial  plaque, thank you Lawrence.  

 

The Parish meeting financed the purchase of a “Jubilee Coin” which was distributed 

to all village children by Helen and Zara Williams. A memento of a unique event. 

 

At last, the state of the Dunkeswell Road has produced some appropriate action 

with a large section of the upper route being completely resurfaced. That is the only 

work planned at the moment - remember to report any road dangers on the Devon 

County Council website. 
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Village Hall News    

 

Future events for your diaries 

 

Fun Day…29th August  2.30 till late 

Lots of funny things for all to enjoy. Including Bouncy Castle, Children’s Games, Tug 

O War, Egg throwing ( yes really!), Music and an all day BBQ. Bring your own 

drinks, hot drinks available. Beat the Bank Holiday Crowds. See you behind the Hall. 

 

Harvest Supper 8th Oct  7.00 till 11.00  

A long standing Village favourite, featuring a full roast beef feast, apple crumble and a 

cheese course. Vegetarian option by prior request. Gift Auction shared with St 

Nicholas Church. Will we exceed the price paid for last year’s beautiful sponge cake? 

Licenced Bar. Ticket admission only 

 

Bonfire Night 5th Nov 5.30  

Celebrate the one man to enter parliament with wholly  honest intention, believe 

me he did not end well. Bonfire and fireworks at a safe distance behind the Hall 

courtesy of the Edwards family. No entry charge but donations welcomed. 

BBQ and drinks to buy 

 

Proposed football on the Big Screen 25th Nov 

This is a trial event so look out for details 

 

Christmas Tea & Carol Service 18th Dec 

Another village traditional event featuring the Little Critters Playgroup. With Father 

Christmas, presents and lots of sugary food! A Cake too! Followed by Carols in St 

Nicholas with mulled wine. Never too soon to get into the festive mood. 

 

Race Night date tba 

Again another idea to get together over a few drinks and see if you can beat the 

odds and make a fortune…OK a couple of quid! 

 

As always the hall committee welcomes suggestions of things you might like to see 

offered and, of course, any offers of help. 

 

Keep an eye on the Hall Blackboard or 

posters! 
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St Nicholas Church News 

 
After the excitement of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, the succeeding 

weeks have seemed very quiet. Life has jogged along and the weather has produced 

an unpredictable mix of short blazing heatwave and torrential showers. 

 

 

 

The exterior of a building such as the village 

church and its associated structures is 

constantly being battered by wind and 

weather, so a suggestion last month from 

villager Edward Hopkins that he might be 

able to improve the look of the crumbling 

stonework at the church lych gate was 

instantly seized upon. The results are quite 

amazing! He has made a superb job of 

restoring the stone to its original appearance 

and you would never know what damage the 

elements had inflicted on the area. The 

results of his expertise should last for many 

years to come. Many thanks, Edward. 

 

 

 

Recently the National Burial Grounds Survey announced an ambitious 7-year 

project to accurately map all 16,000 Church of England churchyards in England, 

diocese by diocese, and our own diocese of Exeter will be amongst the first on the 

list. Everything of significance in the churchyard will be digitally photographed along 

with memorials and wall tablets within the church, and including parish registers of 

baptisms, marriages and deaths. It’s estimated that altogether countrywide there 

will be some 250m records to log! Expectation is that the work in our diocese will 

begin in the autumn. Unfortunately, due to GDPR regulations, baptism records less 

than 100 years old and marriage records less than 80 years old will be recorded but 

not immediately available to view. Although we may not see them, the information  

will be there for future generations to access! 

 

Finally, if you enjoy a good sing of familiar hymns, Sunday 18th September is a date 

to bear in mind – details are on the next page. 

 

Rosemary & Ruth 
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COME AND SING! 

On Sunday 18th September at 3.00pm we will hold our first village “Hymn 

Sing”.  Suggested by some younger members of our church community this will be 

an opportunity to gather with friends and neighbours to sit and sing favourite hymns 

for half an hour or so.  It will NOT be a service.  There will be no readings or 

prayers, just non-stop singing of old favourites, followed, of course, by the obligatory 

tea and cake! 

 

We hope that many in our village community, of all faiths and none, will come along 

and join in.  We would love to have requests, and so if you have a favourite hymn, 

remembered from school, a special occasion, or meaningful to you for personal 

reasons, please let us know so that we can include it in the programme. 

 

Do join us, for what should be a happy and uplifting afternoon of singing together. 

 

Rosemary & Ruth 

 

Welcome to Finlay 
We are very pleased to announce the arrival in 

Combe Raleigh of Finlay Wren Morgan-Dunne, 

who was born over the Jubilee weekend. 

 

It may be of some interest to local historians 

that Finn was actually born in the village, as he 

arrived at home as planned. 

 

Many thanks for the kind wishes we’ve received 

from those we’ve bumped into, and extra 

special thanks to big brother Coby, who is doting, gentle and extremely helpful! 

 

Simon, Siân and Coby 

2 Edwards Close 
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 Combe Raleigh Village 32nd Annual Summer Craft & Produce 

Show ~ 1973 - 2022 
Our show is always a really enjoyable and easy-going affair, meeting with old friends 

and village newcomers alike… and you didn’t disappoint with your many entries 

[trumping last year’s numbers], creating a delightful display of colour and fragrance 

plus your great enthusiasm to land a trophy or two. There was a turn on the tide 

from recent years… more growers & photographers, less bakers & makers this year!  

Your enthusiasm for the Sunflower Challenge is noted!  

 

The Show team appreciatively extends thanks to all volunteers, attendees and 

contributors, the judges for casting their expert eyes over the entries with many 

very helpful comments [even we got a scolding critique for our false depictions of a 

Devonshire Scone] and we thank them too for giving up a precious Sunday morning: 

Rosemary Sprigg,  Gerry Uniacke,  John Hatch and Michelle Blackburn.  

 

Grateful thanks go to Ruth and Trevor Hitchcock for presenting the worthy winners  

their cups and trophies. Organisers, Michelle Kennedy, Heather Trim and Lesley 

Farley would like to add a massive magnificent ‘Thank You’ to all of you who donated 

to the day by preparing the hall, setting up, serving or clearing away, volunteering as 

stewards/helpers (Laurence C.,  Jill W.,  Sara E.,  and Helen W.);  to those who made 

cakes, donated prizes and gave plants; and, of course, to you the exhibitors who 

always bake, make, grow and craft to the occasion with your imaginative talents, for 

letting us nag you;  and by no means least to our supportive friends who came along 

anyway! Thanks to our Village Hall Committee for their invaluable support.  

 

We hope to see you all again in 2023! If anyone would like to join the organising 

team, or pass along any ideas, don’t hesitate! 

HMT, MK & LF 

 
For those of you who like to crunch a 

few numbers, the Show team were 

delighted in finding space for 246 

entries in 52 classes from 44 exhibitors, 

of which 11 were children putting great 

effort into their creations providing us 

with 36 exhibits.  

 

Entry fees less prize monies and 

engraving costs, together with proceeds 

from door entry, raffle, plant stall, 

refreshments, all of which were donated to the cause, meaning that a provisional 

net profit of £208.67 was raised in support of our Village Hall. 
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Presented by Ruth and Trevor Hitchcock, the proud cup winners are: 

Jack Real Memorial Trophy  Fruit & Vegetables  Sue Farrell  

Charlie Bowyer Memorial Trophy Flowers  Malcolm Edwards 

Hazel Stokes Memorial Trophy Sweet Peas [Class 9] Carol Thompson 

Torswood Salver Flower Arrangements   Adriana Groombridge  

Joan Davey Cup Home Produce    Joyce Edwards  

Margaret’s STAR BAKER! Cookery   Emma Twaddle  

Admiral Graves Cup Photography    Rikki Trim 

Grower’s Challenge Trophy Wheel Barrow Fruit/Vegetables & Flowers   

         Malcolm Edwards  

Ellishayes Cup Flowers & Flower Arrangements  Gill Jackson 

George Morton Moncrieff Memorial Plate Home Produce/Cookery & Handicraft 

& Photography       Joyce Edwards  

Kendall Davey Cup Children aged 7 & under  Dylan Williams  

Combe Hill Cup  Children aged 14 & under   Lily Farley 

Gould Cup  People’s choice-‘Full of Colour’       Samuel Twaddle  

Grower’s Challenge Green Finger Entertaining entry Michelle Kennedy 

 

Fruit & Vegetables;  

1.Five-a-day (Fruit&Veg); D.JACKSON, J.HORNE, C.LAZARUS.  

2.Flag on Plate”; no entries.  

3.Six French Beans; S.FARRELL, M.JOULES, M.MORAN.  

4.Plate Home grown Strawberries; L.CLARKE, M.EDWARDS, --.  

5.Salad Bowl selection; S.FARRELL, M.EDWARDS, --.  

6.Five Potatoes; S.FARRELL, M.MORAN, D.JACKSON.  

7.Best Five “Tommys”; G.BELBEN, L.FARLEY, M.EDWARDS.  

Flowers;  

8.A Rose in Vase; A.JOULES, R.MAPLESTON, H.&C.JOHNSTON.  

9.Six Sweet Peas; C.THOMPSON, M.KENNEDY, M.EDWARDS.  

10.Three stems Shrub Flowers; G.JACKSON, K.CHURCHILL, M.EDWARDS.  

11.Three stems variegated/coloured foliage; M.EDWARDS. M.KENNEDY, 

G.JACKSON.  

12.Three “Pinks”; M.EDWARDS. --. --.  

13.Mixed cut garden flowers; S.FARRELL, V.MORAN, R.MAPLESTON.  

14.Potted Lily;  G.JACKSON, H.TRIM, L.FARLEY.  

Flower Arrangements;  

15.Any occasion Wreath; L.FARLEY, A.GROOMBRIDGE, --.  

16.Flowers in/with Fruit or Veg. A.GROOMBRIDGE, L.FARLEY, --.  

17.Teapot Arrangement; G.JACKSON, J.EDWARDS, A.GROOMBRIDGE.  

18.”Wimbledon”Table Centrepiece; R.MAPLESTON, A.GROOMBRIDGE, 

J.EDWARDS.  

19.Jug of Herbs!; J.WARDLE, V.MORAN, M.KENNEDY.   
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Home Produce;  

20.Jar two fruits Jam; V.MORAN, J.EDWARDS, A.GROOMBRIDGE.  

21.Jar Marmalade; H.TRIM, G.JACKSON, J.EDWARDS.  

22.Four Eggs on plate; A.JOULES, J.EDWARDS, C.LAZARUS.  

23.Home Beverage; J.EDWARDS, V.MORAN, A.GROOMBRIDGE.  

24.Plaited Loaf; M.MORAN, --, --.  

25.Dish Coleslaw; no entries.  

26. DeliCorner; L.FARLEY. A.GROOMBRIDGE, V.MORAN.  

Cookery;  

27.Four Muffins; E.TWADDLE, A.BYLANDER, C.KEMP.  

28.A Lemon Tart; C.KEMP, E.TWADDLE, J.EDWARDS.  

29.plate of Biscuits/Crackers for cheese; M.JOULES, E.TWADDLE, J.WARDLE.  

30.Four Sausage Rolls; J.EDWARDS, L.FARLEY, E.TWADDLE.  

31.small plate home-made sweets; E.TWADDLE,--,  --.  

32.small jellied Fruit Dessert; L.FARLEY, E.TWADDLE, --.  

33.An Upside-Down Cake; J.EDWARDS, FREYA COOMBES, E.TWADDLE.  

Handicraft;  

34.Art; G.JACKSON, M.KENNEDY, S.FARRELL.  

35.Garland 2m length; --, --, --.  

36.Wool[ly] Wonder; --, --, --.  

37.New from old!; S.FARRELL, J.TWADDLE, G.JACKSON.  

38.Talent corner; ADAM TWADDLE, V.MORAN, S.FARRELL.   

Photography;  

39.Seascape; joint 1st. J.TWADDLE & M.KENNEDY, R.TRIM, D.JACKSON.  

40.Best Friend(s)!; H.&C.JOHNSTON, E.HOPKINS, R.TRIM.  

41.Nature’s Wonders!; K.BELBEN, joint 2nd.J.WARDLE & V.BRABROOK, 

D.JACKSON.  

42.Bird Watcher!; R.TRIM, D.JACKSON, A.GROOMBRIDGE.  

43.Best of Devon!; J.WARDLE, R.TRIM, ADAM TWADDLE.   

Children under 7;  

44.Fingerprint picture; DYLAN WILLIAMS, ZARA WILLIAMS, HARRIET FARLEY.  

45.Tallest Weed; ZARA WILLIAMS, DYLAN WILLIAMS, HARRY CHURCHILL.  

46.Fruit & Veg.Animal; DYLAN WILLIAMS, ZARA WILLIAMS, HARRY 

CHURCHILL.  

47.Jar of Wild Flowers; DYLAN WILLIAMS, HARRIET FARLEY, ZARA WILLIAMS.   

Children under 14;  

48.Miniature Garden; SAMUEL TWADDLE, --, --.  

49.Two Butterfly Cakes; no entries.  

50.Fruit & Veg.Animal; LILY FARLEY, FREDDIE FARLEY, --.  

51.New from Old!; LILY FARLEY, FREDDIE FARLEY, --.  

People’s choice;  

52.“70 Glorious Years”; SAMUEL TWADDLE, A.GROOMBRIDGE, H.TRIM. 
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The winner (top left) grown by 

Alan and Mary Joules 
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East Devon Branch 2022 Striking Competition 
 

We all know that Ringers have a wide range of hobbies, not just 

bell ringing, but it was still a bit of a surprise when one participant 

turned up, on what was possibly the hottest day of the year, 

carrying a wetsuit! 

 

Covid is still having an effect and for some time there was a 

question mark over whether or not the competition would go ahead. As it 

happened eight teams turned up on the day competing either in class 1 for regular 

tower teams or in class 2 for teams of any composition. 

 

The garden of the Barton has a gate directly into the churchyard and the 

Guinness family kindly allowed us to erect a large gazebo on their lawn and serve 

tea and cake in their garden. It was also a delightful spot to quietly sit and listen to 

the ringing. The cakes were pretty good too! 

 

Eventually all eight teams had their time on the bells and the judges, Richard 

Coley and Laurie Palmer from Ottery St Mary, passed sentence. First we received 

their comments on each team’s ringing which were mostly complimentary. 

 

After describing Combe Raleigh’s ringing as very good, they went on to say it was 

‘rung at a stately pace’ and pointed out that it was easier for the judges to spot 

minor slips than it would have been had it been rung at a faster pace. Sadly, we 

paid the price, which saw Honiton St Paul’s with 9¾ points as winners of the 

Edward Summers Memorial Shield. Combe Raleigh were 2nd with 15¾ points and 

Axminster Old Lags 3rd with 52½ points. Axminster Spring Chickens and Colyton 

also took part. 

 

In Class 2 (Open) the ‘It’s a Surprise’ team with 4 points won the Alan Tucker 

Memorial Bell. Axe Valley were 2nd with 9 points and East Devon Ladies 3rd with 

10¼ points. For some obscure reason the ladies included a man in their team! 

All agreed it had been a very enjoyable afternoon and now look forward to next 

year’s competition. Oh! I almost forgot, what about the 

wetsuit? Some of our number swim all the year round and 

one had just collected a new wetsuit in a local store’s 

summer sale, all ready for next winter. Plan ahead, I say. 

Trevor Hitchcock 
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The Combe Raleigh 

Band (left to right) 

Sally Church 

Lisa Clarke 

Janet Reynolds 

Sophie Ramsamy 

Trevor Hitchcock 

Charles Boyce 
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Bees 
A swarm of bees at The Barton was safely removed 

to a nearby hive in July. The swarm had probably 

been there a couple of days and had already made 

wax and delicious honey.  

A swarm of bees in May is worth etc, etc, … by Mark Moran 
Seeing these pictures made me nostalgic about my beekeeping days in London. As 

many people are very frightened if they see a bee swarm I thought it might perhaps 

be helpful and interesting to set out a few facts about this phenomenon.  The most 

important thing to know is that swarming bees are not aggressive and provided you 

don’t disturb them they will not attack you. They have got far more important things 

to do than to bother with you! 

Only honeybees swarm; bumble bees and other bees don’t. A decent-sized hive 

colony can easily be of 60,000 bees. Honeybees swarm in order to create a new 

colony and therefore more bees, and usually they do this because they are running 

out of space in their existing home. This may be a hive or, if it’s a wild colony, a hole 

in a tree or roof space or, as I have known, a bricked up chimney!  Beekeepers will 

do everything they can to prevent a swarm because a) they will lose bees and b) 

they will lose a lot of honey too!   

Nobody knows what the trigger is, but somehow the colony will “decide” that it 

needs to split and, some days before the swarm takes place, “scouts” are sent out to 

find a suitable new home.  Whenever on a hot day in Spring I see a honeybee 

indoors I immediately think that it may be a scout investigating. While the scouts are 

out, the hive will start to generate a new queen for the colony which will be left 

behind because the current queen will go out with the swarm. The community does 

this by building what are called Queen Cells. These are thimble sized “cups” into 

which the existing queen will lay a single fertilised egg. There may be up to half a 

dozen Queen Cells built.   
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When the eggs hatch, the larvae are fed with a special, highly nutritious food, Royal 

Jelly. The larvae then pupate and the cells are sealed.  All is now set. Sixteen days 

after the eggs are laid the new queens start to emerge. The first one to emerge will 

tear down, and kill, the remaining  un-emerged queens.  If two queens emerge at 

the same time they will fight to the death—there can never be two queens in one 

hive. Just before the new queen emerges, on a suitable day weather-wise (not too 

windy) and with a suitable site having been found (and somehow agreed upon), the 

swarm will come out and assemble near the hive, followed by the “old” queen.   

Many people assume the swarm follows the queen but this is not so; I have seen a 

queen wandering around on the outside of an assembled swarm. Sadly, I have never 

seen a swarm exiting a hive but it is apparently quite a sight, just like a dense cloud 

of smoke streaming out into the surrounding air.  Imagine it, thousands of bees 

circling round just outside the hive area waiting for the queen! Wow!   

The swarm will sometimes settle somewhere temporarily before going off to its 

new home and it is then that we are most likely to see them.  As I said, they are 

quite docile at this point, because before they left the hive they loaded up with as 

much honey as possible. Just like us, they will not be up to much after taking on a 

huge meal. They will use this honey to build new comb in which the queen will 

begin to lay eggs to start the new colony.  

Back at the ranch, the remaining bees (how do they decide who goes and who 

stays?) get on with normal life - keeping the hive clean and at the correct 

temperature, feeding larvae, foraging for pollen and nectar. The new queen has 

other things on her mind.  She has to get mated, and she’s out on the town, looking 

for a few likely males, or drones as they are known. Incredibly drones collect in 

likely spots looking for just this opportunity. Apparently they will fly along the edge 

of a wood for example and the new virgin queen will join them, mating with up to 

24 of them before returning (exhausted?) to the hive.  The drones with which she 

has mated will die. Mating only happens once in a queen’s lifetime of about 5  years, 

during which she will stay in the hive laying 3000 or more eggs a day during the 

spring and summer. 

So what has happened to our swarm? There is an unwritten responsibility on 

beekeepers to attend and remove a swarm if asked, and most beekeepers are 

delighted to have the opportunity. Usually, the beekeeper will attempt to get the 

swarm into an un-lidded box, which might involve shaking the branch they are on, 

or scraping them off a gatepost, or a wall, indeed off anything which can be safely 

reached.  Invariably, some force has to be used, but in my experience they have 

never objected to this rough treatment. The now-heavy box is then quickly placed 

upside down on an old sheet.  A corner of the box is propped up an inch or so to 

allow entry for stragglers. If the bees all start to come out it means that the queen is 

not there. If that’s the case, you need to look for her in the remains of the swarm. 

Provided the queen is there they will normally stay put, and the box of bees can be 

folded up in the sheet and safely transported, hopefully to live happily ever after in 

the new home that the beekeeper has chosen for them. 
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What’s On – August and September 

Here are just a few things to enjoy locally:  

 

  https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/  

Cinema: 

13 Aug - Lightyear 

20 Aug - The Railway Children Return 

25 Aug 2pm - Nostalgic Cinema - Grease Sing-a-long (dementia-friendly screening) 

27 Aug - Andre Rieu’s 2022 Maastricht Concert 

3 Sep - Where the Crawdads Sing 

8 Sep - NT Live: Much Ado About Nothing 

17 Sep - Joyride 

22 Sep 2pm - Nostalgic Cinema - A New Leaf (dementia-friendly screening) 

29 Sep - Royal Opera House Live - Madama Butterfly 

Live music:  

12 Aug - The Darkside of Pink Floyd 

17 Aug - Beehive Acoustic Night 

10 Sep - The Alter Eagles 

24 Sep - Albert Lee and his Band 

30 Sep - Drop in the Ocean 

 

 

https://www.thelmahulbert.com    

6 Aug to 29 Oct - Three Drops of Blood. Exhibition of new work by Ingrid 

Pollard, 2022 Turner Prize nominee. The exhibition includes photography, 

print, mixed media, text, found objects and an extensive project archive.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/ 

 

 

12-31Aug - Peter Vaillant Exhibition. Acclaimed British abstract artist. 

7-16 Sep - Artbeat Annual Exhibition and Sale 

https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/
https://www.thelmahulbert.com
https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/
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Combe Raleigh Cuisine 
Please send your seasonal favourites to raleighrag@gmail.com.  

 

Thoughts on what to do with all those courgettes - from BBC goodfood 

where there’s loads more great recipes too. 

 

First rule with courgettes: keep an eye on them. Smaller is sweeter which generally 

means nicer to eat. Small courgettes can be treated like cucumbers and eaten raw. 

 

Larger specimens make a good soup. Fry some chopped bacon and a little onion in 

a splash of olive oil, add a chopped potato, then 2-3 chopped courgettes. Give it a 

good stir, then pour in 600ml stock. Bring to the boil, then simmer for 15-20 mins. 

Blend until smooth, adding a handful of basil leaves if you have them. Return to the 

pan and stir in a little milk, salt and pepper. This will make 2-3 good servings. 

 

Or grate a couple of courgettes, pat them dry and stir them into thick pancake 

batter, then fry them to make small blinis to serve with drinks. Top with a blob of 

soured cream and prosciutto or smoked salmon, or make large ones for lunch or 

supper, topped with a poached egg and some crispy bacon. Or stir in a little 

crumbled feta and some chopped mint. 

 

Or chop the courgettes roughly and boil until tender, then drain. Then mash them 

with a fork in the colander to get as much water out as possible. Fry some halved 

cherry tomatoes and a couple of sliced cloves of garlic in olive oil until tender, then 

stir in the courgettes, salt, pepper and coriander or parsley. A good side dish with 

grilled meat or fish, and any leftovers are good cold as a sauce or dip. 

 

Courgettes and tomatoes au gratin - Val M gives yet another way of dealing with a 

courgette glut.  Neither the quantities, or timings are critical, and the method you 

adopt certainly isn’t. Slice the wretched things, fry them in olive oil, lay them on a 

bed of rich tomato sauce.  Add a few chopped anchovies and torn basil leaves. 

Sprinkle lots of mozzarella over the top, and then some fresh parmesan.  Bake in 

the oven until the mozzarella has melted into the sauce and the parmesan has gone 

crusty. Serve with bread, salad and an inexpensive, but sound, red wine... 
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Dear Combe Raleigh, 

 

I am Luke Twaddle, a proud scout who has been fortunate 

enough to be selected to attend the World Scout Jamboree 

in South Korea in the summer of 2023. I believe this to be 

an excellent opportunity to make friends with scouts from 

all around the world and to experience the rich and diverse 

culture of other countries.  

 

However to be able to attend I must fundraise a grand total 

of roughly £4,000 pounds! This money will go towards 

uniform, travel and helping to fund those in poorer countries to also attend.   

 

To raise this money I am willing to do jobs around the village and Honiton to reach 

this immense goal. I will also be looking into lots of other types of fundraising! I 

hope that I am able to provide service to the residents of Combe Raleigh! 

 

Please contact my dad with any requests. (johntwaddle@btinternet.com, 07801 

286529) 

Sincerely, 

Luke Twaddle 

 

The Beehive Consultation 
In March this year Honiton Town Council set up a working party to consider the 

future of the Beehive and what they and the general public wanted from the 

building. They decided to set up a public consultation, the main process of which 

occurred on 26 July, outside the Mackarness Hall.  Representatives of both the 

Council and the Beehive were present to answer questions and to encourage 

people to complete a short questionnaire with four options: 

 For the Council to support the current charity to the end of its lease in 2025 

 For the same service to be provided by a charity 

 For the building to be rented out for commercial purposes 

 For the building to be sold 

Over 400 people voted on the street and a further 200 have participated online. 

You can vote online until 9 August. The results are expected to be available around 

the beginning of September, although they will not be publicised until after Council 

members have been informed.  The Council is not bound by the results, but it will 

be difficult to ignore the wishes of the town if those results are overwhelmingly in 

favour of any one particular option.  So if you still want to have your say visit the 

Honiton Town Council website at www.honiton.gov.uk.     

Rob Sexton  

mailto:johntwaddle@btinternet.com
http://www.honiton.gov.uk
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Useful Contact Information 

Emergency and Help Services 

Emergency No (All Services) 999 (112 from mobile worldwide) 

Non-Emergency (Police)  101 

Non-Emergency (Medical)  111 

Samaritans      116 123 

Citizen’s Advice     01404 44213 

Childline      0800 1111 

Age UK Advice Line     0800 6781602 

Trip (Meal deliveries for the vulnerable)  01404 46529  

Devon Freewheelers  (Prescription deliveries)  0300 800 0109  

Kings Centre Foodbank    01404 43800 Volunteers needed for a 

wide variety of support - please contact the Advice Line: 01404- 354080 

Neighbourhood Watch (Rob Sexton)            01404 41362  rob@sexton.me.uk 

 

Medical 

Honiton Hospital   01404 540540 

Honiton Surgery   01404 548544 

Honiton Coronavirus Information 01404 384050 Mon-Fri 1000–1600  

 

Devon CC General enquiries 0345 155 1015 customer@devon.gov.uk 

Cllr Iain Chubb   07932 459595 iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 

Highways and Rights of Way 0345 155 1004 csc.roads@devon.gov.uk 

East Devon District Council  

General enquiries   01404 515616        csc@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Cllr Colin Brown 01404 42309 / 07761 281156           cbrown@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Cllr David Key 01404 861287 / 07961 428524             dkey@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting 

Chairman (Brian Churchill)           01404 42441          kay.churchill@btconnect.com 

Combe Raleigh Village Hall 

Chairman (Brian Churchill)  01404 42441         kay.churchill@btconnect.com 

Secretary (Rob Sexton)  01404 41362         rob@sexton.me.uk 

St Nicholas Church 

Rector  (Revd Sue Roberts)  01404 44035   office@honitoncofe.org 

Churchwardens    Ruth Hitchcock         01404 43166  

    and  Rosemary Mapleston 01404 47156 

Secretary (Val Moran), Treasurer (Lisa Clarke), PCC members (Valerie Brabrook, Colin 

Hattle-Spence, Gill Jackson, Audrey Potbury, Carol Thompson) 

Little Critters (Esme Moffat)  01404 46569            esme_wilson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Raleigh Rag and Village Website  

David Jackson   01404 45425         davidjackson1345@me.com 

Val and Mark Moran   01404 41107        markmoran@btinternet.com 

Jill Wardle    -       raleighrag@gmail.com 

Michelle Kennedy (Website) 01404 548813      tidewater56@live.com 
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Sue’s Gardening Patch  (dedicated to a couple of village friends) 

 

When I worked in a garden centre one of the most common questions was 'can 

I grow it in a pot?' The answer to this is almost always 'Yes… BUT...'  

 

A plant in a pot is completely dependent on you for the 

requirements of life. Water, light, food and protection 

from extremes of temperature. In summer, water is the 

most critical. If occasionally forgotten, the plant will look 

unhealthy. If regularly forgotten, or sometimes just one 

really hot day, your plant will die! With regular attention 

(and a friend to water when you are absent), container 

growing plants are very satisfying. 

 

Galvanised dustbins, old buckets, second hand pots and 

wash tubs are all reasonably priced and the bigger the pot 

the easier the contents are to look after. But don’t forget 

to put some drainage holes in them... 

 

I grow a lot of veg in pots as it is easier to find a sunny 

spot and protect them from slugs and, in my case, dogs. 

At the beginning of the season I use fresh compost, preferably mixed with 

garden soil for the hungry salad veg, lettuce, tomatoes, radishes and spring 

onions. I save this compost after harvest for my early potatoes for the following 

spring and, at the end of the second year, the old compost goes onto the 

borders so no wastage. If you are lucky enough to have an unheated greenhouse 

you can plant the early potatoes in pots in February for a 

really early crop. I have also been successful with kale, 

carrots, climbing peas and courgettes, though the 

last two need big containers. When reusing compost add 

a compound fertiliser such as Vitax Q4 or an organic 

alternative.  

 

My lilies, agapanthus, daffodils and potted shrubs are also 

much more floriferous since I started making notes in my 

diary to remind me to feed them from early March and I 

can just put them in a prominent position in the border 

when they are in flower then tuck them away in a corner 

till next season. 

 

So give it a try but remember that they can't live without 

your loving care! 



 24 

 Local advertising - free advertising for anybody who lives in Combe  

Raleigh or who regularly trades there - please send your details to  
raleighrag@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Airfield Classic Cars 

Specialists in classic car restoration, re-

pair, maintenance and servicing 

Tel: 01404 891713 

Email: info@airfieldclassics.co.uk 

Churchill’s Body Repairs Est 1986 

We carry out insurance and private work 

to all vehicles in our fully equipped body 

repair shop. 

Tel: 01404 42441 or 07810 373870 

Nicky Salter Counselling 

Confidential counselling service 

Tel: 01404 519181 or 07922317465 

Email: salternichola@gmail.com 

Tip Top Trees 

Specialists in tree work; landscaping and 

fence works; general gardening; logs 

Tel: 01404 47103 

Email: info@tiptoptrees.co.uk 

Please put this information somewhere visible 
the life it helps save could be yours 

 

If someone appears to be having a 
heart attack 

CALL 999 immediately 
Answer the questions and ask for an ambulance 

 
Then go or send someone quickly to get the 

 Village Defibrillator 
 

It is kept on the veranda of the Village Hall, which is halfway down the village 
street 

Postcode EX14 4TQ  
Go up the steps and turn right, lights will come on to help you if it is dark. 

The defibrillator is not locked and is ready to use 
 

On returning to the patient the machine will tell you exactly what to do 
It is not possible to harm the patient.  

 

The only risk is DELAY 
 

 Even in a little village like ours this machine has already saved one young life, 
they really are a “life saver” 

 
You never know when that life might be somebody close to you! 


