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Raleigh  Rag 

Issue 182    December 2021 

Welcome to our last edition of our Village Newsletter in 2021 

 

Many years ago I had a dear friend who was an optimist and I recall his cheerful 

comment that “ It will all be alright come the revolution” 

 

I kept waiting for the revolution but eventually realised that changes came as a 

slow response to circumstance rather than a blinding flash of light! 

 

I suspect our return to the New Normal will be rather similar, so from the RAG 

team may we wish you a near normal Christmas and an even more normal new 

year! 

 

This edition reports on village events,  some long past and some hopefully to 

come, but, as is always the case, keep watching the notices and emails to avoid 

turning up to another lost event!  

 

Happy Christmas and a  

Peaceful New Year  

From  

The RAG team  
 

Thank you for your continued support 
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Parish Meetings 
 

There have been two Parish Meetings in October and November 2021. The Minutes 

are summarised here (full Minutes are on https//comberaleigh.org): 

 

 

The meeting on 7 October was chaired by Brian Churchill and attended by 10 

local government electors of the Parish.  

 

A site meeting had been held at Edwards Close with a view to the provision of a 

parking area for the properties 1 and 2 Edwards Close. This would be discussed 

with officers of East Devon District Council. 

 

It was reported that 20mph speed limit signs for the village had been purchased.  

 

It was reported that Devon Highways had cleared the gullies in the main street 

during the week commencing 4 October 2021, however, the ditches were not 

cleared as it was considered that this was a Parish responsibility. The Chairman 

agreed to arrange for the necessary clearance work. 

 

The Parish Meeting had erected a sign on the verge of Rectory Lane to ensure that 

delivery drivers were aware that the lane only led to Torswood and Worfield 

House.  

 

Planning Application 21/2546/FUL (Oak Tree Cottage -  Retention of satellite dish 

on west lawn and raising of the chimney above woodburning stove) was 

recommended for approval. 

 

Planning Application 21/2497/LBC (Oak Tree Cottage Combe Raleigh - Replace 3 

windows at ground floor in sitting room (south and east elevations) and replace 2 

doors on north and south elevation. Install wood burning stove in sitting room and 

increase height of chimney). Subject to the application relating to door material 

being amended to accord with the heritage statement, the application was 

recommended for approval.  

 

 

 

https://comberaleigh.org


 5 

The meeting on 4 November was chaired by Brian Churchill and attended by 9 

local government electors of the Parish.  

 

The Chairman confirmed that he hoped that drainage and clearance work in the 

Parish would commence shortly. 

 

Discussion took place concerning the purchase of the 20 mph signs and the 

Chairman agreed to revisit the positioning of these signs. 

 

Application 21/2683/FUL (Abbots Cottage - Removal of existing shed and green 

house and replacement with a summerhouse). The Meeting continued to be 

concerned about the size and scale of the proposed development and the impact 

upon the listed buildings and adjoining properties. It was noted that a concrete base 

had already been laid which exceeded the size of the combined footprint of the now 

removed shed and greenhouse. It was noted that the proposed building was not 

comparable to that which it replaces.  The Meeting considered that it might look 

more favorably upon a traditional wooden building of a smaller scale to that being 

proposed. It was agreed that the Planning Authority be recommended to refuse the 

application as the proposed building is excessive in size and scale. 

 

It was reported that Honiton Town Council was proposing to establish a fuel/food 

poverty fund to assist those in need. If anyone is aware of someone who might 

benefit from such a fund they should contact Serena Sexton. 
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 Village Hall News 
 

 

 

 

Our pictures show the preparations for the Harvest 

Supper, a long standing tradition going back maybe 

forty years or more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For safety sake we had limited numbers and we 

almost sold that number, so over forty hungry 

villagers sat down to a three course feast of topside 

of beef and all the trimmings, local apple crumble and 

a selection of cheeses 

 

 

 

 

Traditionally a gift auction is a highlight of the 

evening and this year was no exception with all sorts 

of things coming under the “hammer”.  

Again, traditionally the auctioneer, Brian got  a bit 

carried away, as did the bidder who paid slightly over 

the odds for a beautifully decorated coffee cake! 

 

The generous proceeds were shared with St 

Nicholas Church. 

 

Thanks too to everyone who helped on the evening 

and with the catering.  
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Village Hall (continued) 

 
In an attempt to offer some social events in the village, the Hall Committee are 

starting to offer some hopefully Covid-safe things at the hall. 

 

You will find a report of the successful Fireworks event on page 9.  

 

Sadly, our Village Quiz has joined the list of cancellations due to Covid.  

Six teams were ready to do battle but this was not sufficient to make it worthwhile 

for our Question Master Max.  

Maybe a new date for the Spring  

 

 

 

Christmas is coming so we are holding a Christmas 

tea on Dec 12th  at 3.30pm where all the seasonal 

treats will be on offer! 

 

Father Christmas is hoping to come along to give the 

young people of the “Little Critters” playgroup an 

early surprise. 

 

There will be a tree, some games and lots of food for 

the children. 

 

 

Not forgetting the slightly older folk there will be 

food for them too! And of course the fun of 

watching the youngsters! 

 

We have also heard rumour of a Christmas cake 

steeped in sherry! 

 

 

Maybe a seasonal quiz, so better mug up on the Santa’s reindeers names! 

 

We would love to see you there 

 

Please make a note of the date and watch the posters 
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Remember, remember the Fifth of November 

Gunpowder, treason and plot 
 

November 5th could not have been a more perfect night to celebrate Guy Fawkes, 

cynics might say one of the few people to enter parliament with honest intentions! 

 

We were indebted to the Edwards family for 

lending a perfect venue and building a 

spectacular bonfire. Our hall chairman and 

family members chose and set off the best 

firework display seen in the village, and the 

crowds came, the hall providing a safe 

viewing place for bold and slightly nervous 

alike. Some hall members served food which 

vanished as quickly as it was cooked, and the 

donations bucket was soon filling with cash! 

 

The hall committee never charge for this 

event as it is meant to be a celebration for all 

to enjoy but, thanks to donations and food 

purchases you gave £200 that went towards 

the £500 that the display cost, yet another 

way for the Hall Committee to return 

something to our community.  Thanks to all 

involved! 

 

And here are some of the messages of thanks received: 

 Thanks all. Enjoyable as usual! Good to be together this year… 

 Lovely show, Congratulations to all the organisers. 

 Well done Brian and the team. 

 Wonderful fireworks, Thank you to everyone who put this spectacular show on. 

 Many thanks to all who worked hard to make such a fun evening for everyone. 

Super fire and excellent fireworks and delicious eats. Grandchildren loved it all!  

 Wish my two grandchildren had been there. It was really good. Thank you to 

Malcolm and Joyce for the use of their field. I’m sure we entertained people for 

miles around. Well done all—a proper CR treat. 

 Such an impressive display! Thanks to everyone 

involved. 

 Echoing all messages of thanks. Such a spectacular 

display for a relatively small village! 
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St Nicholas Church News 

 

 
 
 

How long does a wooden door last? 
 
Well, we have quite a selection of doors in the church and the oldest seems 
to be the one at the foot of the turret stairs which has been dated as C14th - 
around the time Geoffrey Chaucer was writing the Canterbury Tales and 
Gutenberg was inventing the printing press. What a long way we’ve come 
since then! 
 

External doors take quite a battering from the elements and two centuries of 
wind and rain had taken 
its toll on the Victorian 
vestry door, the vertical 
timber planks literally 
parting at the seams. On 
inspection the frame 
itself was still in 
excellent condition so up 
for the challenge of a 
major renovation were 
three village volunteers 
who set to work and took 
no time at all in effecting 
repairs which we hope 
will last another two 

hundred years. Our grateful thanks to Laurence, Stan and David.  
 
Remembrance Sunday was a moving 
occasion as the names of the Combe 
Raleigh war dead were read out and the two 
minutes’ silence observed. 
Poppies of course featured in the church on 
that day and our attention was caught by a 
display that Adriana had created. Amongst 
her poppies, growing through the fallen 
branch of a tree, was a coil of rusted barbed 
wire on which perched a dove of peace. 
Simple, but impressively evocative. 
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St Nicholas Church News (continued) 
 
And so we’re on the verge of December again. In spite of everything, how 
quickly the year has passed! Three December dates to keep in mind are: 
 
      Sunday 12th 6.00pm Carol Service in the garden at Coryhill (see below) 
      Sunday 19th 11.15am Christmas presentation by the Little Critters 
      Saturday 25th 11.15am Christmas Day Service 
 
For the second unusual Christmas in a row we wish you, your families and 
friends a happy joyous Christmas and a healthy peaceful New Year. 
 

Rosemary & Ruth  

 

CAROL SERVICE – with a difference 
 

Sunday 12
th

 December 6.00pm in the 
garden at Coryhill 

 

We have a change of location for the Carol Service 
this year – social distancing and the wearing of 
masks does not make the church the most suitable 
of venues so Caroline and Chris have kindly offered 
their garden at Coryhill.  
 

Please come and enjoy singing some of your favourite carols, interspersed perhaps 
with a reading or two, and getting into the spirit of Christmas. 
 
Don’t forget to bring a garden chair and a torch. Word sheets will be provided. 
And after all that singing what better than a glass of mulled wine and mince pie to 
warm us for the journey home! 
 
Please note that this is a garden only event. If it is too cold or wet, the advice is 

to stay at home and keep warm and dry. 
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A Bit of History - The Flood of 1968 
Edited excerpts from “The Combe Raleigh Silver Jubilee Scrapbook 1977” 

 

I had lived most of my life within view of the River Otter, and of course this was to 

continue when we moved to the Pheasantry. The River Otter, which has given me 

many pleasant hours trout fishing, is loved by all the family. 

 

On 12th July, 1968, this was to change. It had been raining for most of the morning, 

but after lunch it became much heavier and the waters of the Otter rose very 

quickly indeed. By later afternoon it was in flood and broke its banks in many places. 

In normal floods the river overflows at Monkton; Langford Bridge road is 

impassable, but one can usually cross the river at Clapper Lane. On this occasion, 

however, the waters rose so high that eventually it was impossible to cross the river 

at Clapper Lane bridge. 

 

The haymaking was not yet completed, and bales of hay were still left on the fields. 

These were soon to be swept down the river causing great problems by being held 

back at bridges and blocking the flow of water. Eventually, with the weight of water 

behind them, they broke and gave way, allowing vast volumes of water like tidal 

waves to sweep down the valley. Trees on the riverside were uprooted and caused 

havoc and destruction on their way to the sea. Bridges were washed away and 

parapet of Clapper Lane bridge eventually went.  

 

The waters covered farmland and rose to the bottom of our lane at the Pheasantry, 

making us wonder if it was time to leave. With a Landrover it was possible to 

negotiate the bottom of the lane and drive to the village only. Even then the water 

was to the height of the floorboards of the vehicle. It was getting late in the 

afternoon and our final sighting in daylight was of cattle being swept down the raging 

torrent. These had apparently come from above Langford Bridge and had been 

sucked into the river and under the bridge. They were helpless in the deep waters, 

but we saw some of them finally make dry land on the Tracey fields. Many sheep 

were also being swept down and a considerable number were lost. 

 

The damage and destruction caused by this flood was enormous. The banks of the 

river had been eroded and hundreds of tons of stone had been dislodged and piled 

up on the banks. In places, the river was three or four times its normal width. We 

all wondered if the Otter would ever be the same again – and up to the present the 

answer is No. With the removal of riverside trees, gouging of river banks and ugly 

metal rails replacing the lovely stone parapets, we all wish the flood had never taken 

place. 

Jack Luxton, The Pheasantry 
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It was in the early part of the summer of 1968. It had been raining on and off for 

several days, which meant that the ground was already nearing saturation point. 

The big shower started around tea-time. It poured down upon us very hard for a 

while, then eased off. If that had been all everything would have been OK, but a cou-

ple of hours later the rain started falling in torrents. Lightning flickered about us and, 

what with the noise of the rain beating down, and the thunder rumbling overhead, it 

was quite frightening. 

Then there was a new noise: the road leading down through the village had decided 

to become a river for a change. The water roared down, taking with it everything in 

its path. At the time we owned a Fiat 600, which was rather small. As we live on top 

of the hill, and because the car was so small, we were able to drive it up the garden 

path out of harm’s way. 

However, others at the bottom of the village were not so lucky. Being faced with an 

uphill gradient the water went the only way it could – through the cottages. My hus-

band, along with others, went to help the unfortunate people who lived in these 

cottages. 

The next morning we woke to find that the village was practically marooned. Lang-

ford Bridge was just one huge river and Clapper Lane bridge had completely disap-

peared, taking with it some of the road. Fences, trees and hedges were festooned 

with hay, which had been carried along by the water. 

Sue and Gerry Loving, 5 Hillside 

 

 

Ours must have been the last car to cross the old stone Clapper Bridge, after which 

we, thankfully, thought we were safe. However, we got to the village end of the ave-

nue and were just about to turn the corner when the bank burst and all the water 

from St. Cyres flooded into the road. 

We scrambled out of the car, now above the steering wheel in water, up the bank. 

We waded through the field, up to our waists, to the high ground by the Church, 

and then had to wade waist-high again, across the roaring stream by Abbots and the 

Chantry.  

Eric and Mary Goddard, Hill House 

 

 

I am sure my worst memory of the fourteen years I have lived in Combe Raleigh will 

always be the flood of 1968, when our field was deep in water. It was waist deep in 

the road by our neighbour Mrs Metherill in Keeper’s Cottage; this we tested as we 

went to see if she was alright. We were very frightened by all the noise. However, 

the night passed and we woke in the morning to a scene of desolation. Trees and 

hay everywhere. Bundles of hay were wrapped round the electric pylons by the riv-

er, high overhead, and it took a long time for everyone to forget that night. 

Betty Crow, Oaklands 
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On the subject of excess water - blocked drain - have your say 
 

Following the heavy rains recently, a close friend trying to return home from the 

village attempted to go through the perennial Clapper Lane puddle.  Despite driving 

slowly and on the verge he wrote off his relatively new BMW. You may have 

noticed it awaiting collection by the breakers? 

 

He and I reported this to DCC and here is their reply: 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

W211461010 

Flooding & Blocked Drains, Blocked Drains 

Location: Clapper Lane, Honiton 

The following information is now available: 

Water subsides within 24 hours of rain ceasing so not a safety defect.  Added to list of  

possible future works for jetter. 

 

As this "non safety defect" has been ongoing for several years I wonder if your 

reaction is that it really is time it was sorted out?  

 

You may feel that some additional feedback from the residents quoting this case 

number might just get it brought forward and off the “possible future works” list.  

 

Combe Raleigh residents have been living with this blocked drain for many years so 

to receive this ‘easy option’ answer is, I think, justification for expressions of 

dissatisfaction to DDC.  

 

Please feel free to contact them quoting the case number if you too feel strongly 

that it is time that this was fixed. Remember that the new houses being built on 

Clapper Lane may eventually increase the amount of surface water being sent down 

the road. 

David Jackson 
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Some alternative views of the Autumn season - David Jackson 
As the natural world changes gear into the winter months here are some images to 

illustrate the season. Enjoy!  Most photographs capture a moment in time, 

sometimes hoping for artistic effect, sometimes to record a fleeting moment.  With 

the latter it’s down to luck and being there! 

This very much applies to Starling murmurations. During the winter months 

starlings feed on open ground before returning at 

dusk to some chosen communal roost site. 

One such site is the RSPB’s site at Ham Wall near 

Glastonbury here we find hundreds of acres of 

reed bed left when the peat was extracted many 

years ago. 

As the year  draws 

to a close the 

flocks of starlings 

here can increase to several hundred thousand 

birds, collecting to roost in safety in the reeds, 

leaving again at dawn. 

But here is where the luck comes in because the 

flock can choose anywhere within a mile to roost 

on any night, the only thing that’s certain is where they chose last night, and often 

they will return there until the site becomes soiled or the are reeds squashed by 

sheer numbers. 

Now we have the “dance display” we all hope to see, well more luck required here 

too, and I am not sure what causes them to display because the aim of the flock is 

to get into the safety of the reeds and often they simply drop in and don’t produce 

the swirling patterns in the sky. The hope of this spectacle is what keeps the 

photographers coming back. 

The Shoveller duck was at Topsham’s Bowling Green 

Marsh, a place well worth a visit at the junction of the 

Exe and Clyst rivers. Although common these ducks 

tend only to winter in this area,  and the comfortable 

hide offers splendid views. For the more mature, the 

loos are a 15 minute walk!  

 

 

 

 

The Exe estuary provides the dramatic sky 

and was largely a trick of the camera, but 

too good to modify. 
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These two 

mushrooms were in 

very different places, 

the Parasol Mushroom 

on an exposed 

headland, the Sulphur 

Tuft converting dead 

timber back into 

usable nutrients in a 

5000 year old woodland alive with fungi, mosses and lichen. 

 

 

The robin needs no introduction but only to say he is one 

of the few birds which sing at this time of year, maybe 

marking out his winter territory. 

 

 

 

 

And the Red Kites? 

Not yet common around here, these were taken at 

the Red Kite Feeding Centre in mid Wales , set up by 

the owners of Gigrin Farm in 1993 in response to a 

request by RSPB, as a few pairs were nesting on the 

farm.  Now up to 600 birds feed here every day during 

winter. 250kg of beef is used every week. An amazing 

site, topped off by 

the vision of the 

farm cat waddling 

off with a left over piece that it could hardly 

carry. Certainly beats catching mice! 

 

 

Oh! the 

rock with a smile and flippers is an Atlantic 

Grey seal pup, probably not more than three 

weeks old, having put on 10kg a week on 

mothers’ milk which is 50% fat! She will leave 

this fat and hunger to drive this pup to start 

fishing for itself. Remarkably they can live for 

35 years.  
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      Cancellation of the Return of Ladies Coffee Mornings 
 

Well, a couple of months ago we restarted our fortnightly coffee 

mornings in a spirit of confident optimism, but sadly, things are not 

working out as well as we had hoped.  When I had to cancel my 

date because I had caught something nasty, I sent round a message 

asking whether people were still happy to meet up in other’s 

homes, given the fact that not only is Covid still well in evidence, and in fact cases are 

increasing in  East Devon, but also that there are other bugs hiding in the wings, waiting 

to take advantage of the fact that our immune systems are a probably underperforming 

a bit because we were locked down for such a long time. 

The general consensus amongst those who replied was that perhaps it is too soon to be 

getting together in smallish spaces, especially as we have the worst of the winter to look 

forward to.  Consequently, the planned date at The Coach House on 24th November 

has been cancelled, as well as the dates in December, including the proposed Christmas 

Bring and Share meal at Coryhill. 

So  - let’s all stay well, and try to get things going again in the spring.  Watch this space! 

Val M 
 

Sue’s Gardening Patch 

MUST HAVES for the winter garden…maybe a Christmas gift for the gardener 

in your life? 

Often winter flowering shrubs are highly scented to attract the few pollinators 

that are about at this time, and of course we find them attractive too. 

There is always space beside a path for Christmas Box (Saracoccoca species) in 

even the smallest garden, glossy evergreen leaves and heavenly perfume from 

insignificant flowers from December to February. Often available from Terry at 

Trim Plants. 

Another small shrub suitable for a pot by the front door is Skimmia “Rubella” 

with fragrant white flowers opening from deep red buds. It can be planted into a 

shady place in the garden the following year. 

Equally fragrant is Skimmia “Kew Green” with green buds and creamy yellow 

flowers. 

For larger species try Viburnum bodnantense, Lonicera fragrantissima( winter 

honeysuckle) and Hamamelis (Witch Hazel) (but check first as not all witch 

hazel varieties are highly scented!). 

For the warmest south facing walls Chimonanthus 

praecox is worth trying, it’s commonly known as 

Wintersweet. 

Possibly the most unusual is Edgeworthia chrysantha, a 

relative of Daphne, which has umbels of egg yellow 

tubular flowers on bare stems and as an added oddity 

you can tie knots in the young stems… 



 18 

Combe Raleigh Cuisine  
Please send your seasonal favourites to raleighrag@gmail.com. 

This month’s recipe for Cider Vegetable Hotpot  comes recommended by Jill 

Wardle. Serve on its own or as a side dish  with meats. You can also puree any 

leftovers for soup. 

 

Ingredients (serves 4 as a main) 

28g butter 

1 large onion, sliced 

1 large leek, sliced 

224g carrots, sliced 

224g swede, 2cm cubes 

224g turnip, 2cm cubes 

42 g flour 

500ml dry cider 

2tsp Worcestershire sauce 

1tbsp tomato ketchup/puree 

Salt and pepper 

Stock cube 

448g potatoes, sliced 

84g Cheddar cheese, grated 

 

Method 

 Melt butter in large saucepan. Gently fry onion, leek, carrot, swede and 

turnip for 10 mins. 

 Drain well, reserving butter in the pan, and transfer to ovenproof casserole. 

 Make the sauce: add flour to reserved butter and cook for 1 min over low 

heat. Remove from heat and slowly stir in the cider. Return to heat and 

bring to boil stirring all the time. Cook for 1 min and then add 

Worcestershire sauce, tomato ketchup/puree, seasoning and stock cube. 

Cook gently for 5 mins before pouring over vegetables. 

 Arrange sliced potatoes on top of the vegetables. Cover and cook at 180° 

for 1.5-2 hours or until vegetables are tender. Remove from oven, increase 

to 200°, sprinkle cheese on top and bake uncovered for 15-20 minutes until 

golden brown. 
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What’s On Further Afield - Film, Music, Arts, Shows 
 

 

Film, Music, Arts, Shows 

 

 
 

https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/ has a great programme of events, including:  

 

Cinema : 

Dear Evan Hansen (12A)   Fri 10th Dec   19:30–21:57 

Royal Ballet: The Nutcracker (PG ) Sat 11th Dec  16:00–18:40  

Spencer      Fri 7th Jan   19.30 

 

Live music :  

Seth Lakeman     Wed Dec 8th   19:30–22:15 

Snow Angel Cabaret        Fri 17th Dec    20:00–21:30 

Songs of Devon -Jim Causley   Fri 28th Jan  19.30 

 

 

 

    https://www.thelmahulbert.com    

 

Present Makers 2021  

13 November 2021 to 24 December 2021 . Annual Christmas selling exhibition of 

contemporary craft If you are looking for something special this Christmas, Present 

Makers 2021 features creative innovation across craft and design.  

 

Mikhail Karikis - Children of Unquiet 

15 January 2022 to 5 March 2022 

Children of Unquiet (2013-14) This film was created with a group of forty-five 

children living in Devil’s Valley in Tuscany, a volcanic landscape and home to the 

world’s first geothermal power... 

 

https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/
https://www.thelmahulbert.com
https://www.thelmahulbert.com/?q=exhibitions/present-makers-2021
https://www.thelmahulbert.com/?q=exhibitions/mikhail-karikis-children-unquiet
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  https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/  has lots of art 

exhibitions, classes and craft fares on over the next weeks including : 

 

Santa's Grotto at Kennaway House  

Sat, December 4, 11:00am - 3:00pm  

Father Christmas is coming to Kennaway House on Saturday 4th December! You 

may well see him ringing his bell as he walks along Church Street at about 10.45am, 

and his grotto will be open from 11am until 3pm. All good children can expect a 

(free) gift!  

 

BHL - Antique Valuations  - Thursdays 14.00 – 16.00 

As the largest fine art auctioneers and valuers in the South West of England, 

Bearnes Hampton & Littlewood hold fine art valuation days Thursdays weekly at 

Kennaway House, free of charge. 

 

And a little further afield: 

The Wurzels and Tank Sherman 

Mon, 19:30–22:00 

Exmouth Pavilion, Esplanade Exmouth 

 

Christmas Trail at Killerton House  - Exeter  26 Nov 2021- 2 Jan 2022 

A brand new after-dark Christmas illuminated trail will be bringing festive sparkle 

to the garden at the National Trust's Killerton, near Exeter 

 

Sidmouth Connaught Gardens at Christmas  

Tue 7 Dec -Sun 12 Dec Connaught Gardens, Peak Hill Rd, Sidmouth 

Illuminated Garden Walk for all the family. Connaught@Christmas Food and Craft 

Village will be open daily from 1pm, 7th -12th December in Manor Road Car Park 

with over 30 craft traders and food. 

 

https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/%20
https://www.visitdevon.co.uk/whats-on/christmas-trail-at-killerton-p2994303
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Happy Birthday Terry! 

 

In early November Terry Trim celebrated a significant birthday in 

one of his polytunnels that the family had transformed into a 

party space! 

 

Food drink, live music and lots of villagers and friends 
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Combe Wood 
The National Trust owns Combe Wood, but I am sure all of us who live in Combe 

Raleigh think of it as ours!  It’s a wonderful little spot at any time of the year, but 

particularly in the spring, when there is always the most spectacular display of 

bluebells.  Several years ago I was given a letter by Elizabeth Newman, a reply to 

one she had written to the Trust in 1988, which gives a bit of detail about the wood 

and how it came into the ownership of the Trust.   

 

Apparently, the 18 acres of woodland were given to the Trust in 1964, by Major T 

N Watson, with covenants over 100 acres of adjoining farmland. Major Watson was 

a retired Indian Army officer who lived for many years at Torswood. He seems to 

have had an interesting life. He was born to a military family in Liverpool in1886.  

He joined the Army as a cadet in 1906, was commissioned as a lieutenant, and 

joined the 12th Regiment of the Bengal Cavalry soon after. The Regiment spent 

most of World War 1 in Mesopotamia.  Whilst there, probably in 1917, Watson, by 

then a Captain, was awarded the Military Cross. In 1925, in King George Fifth’s 

Birthday Honours, he was made a Member of the Royal Victorian Order. This is an 

award given for personal service to the sovereign. There is a very splendid 

photograph, probably taken in London in 1925, of Major Watson and three 

colleagues, all wearing their Number One dress uniforms. He is wearing the pugri 

(turban) which he subsequently donated to the National Army Museum. I don’t 

know when he retired from the Indian Army but, by 1939, he was living in 

Torswood with a Cook-Housekeeper and a Butler. (I have to thank Heather Trim 

for that wonderful piece of information!) 

 

But back to Combe Wood. The wood is mainly of ash – a bit worrying, perhaps, 

with ash dieback being around – on “slightly calcareous grey clayey Keuper Marl 

soil”.  A variety of common woodland plants grow in the woods.  As well as 

bluebells, there are some beautiful clumps of wood anemones and early purple 

orchids.  There is a small pond which is a home for breeding newts. There are a few 

pits along the length of the sunken lane which runs through  the western side, which 

suggests that clay digging was once carried out there. There are deer, squirrels, 

buzzards and owls in residence. 

 

The letter also states that the Trust plans to maintain Combe Wood as a 

broadleaved wood in perpetuity, retaining the semi-natural vegetation for the 

benefit of wildlife, and also to maintain the network of woodland rides which are 

used as footpaths, much of this work being carried out by Trust Volunteers. 

 

I think we can all agree that they are doing a pretty good job.  The wood really 

came into its own during the lockdowns last year – a haven for people as well as for 

wildlife.  It’s a joy, and we are lucky to have it on our doorstep.        Val M 
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How to Steer Clear of Fake Reviews 

The Internet has brought us competitive shopping choices beyond anything we 

could have imagined 10 years ago. But that very situation has also delivered a 

lucrative opportunity for scammers -- fake reviews. 

 

This started with payments to freelancers for one-off commentaries and spread 

through free or discounted products or refunds for online buyers and, later, 

influencers were paid to review and recommend. Some were no doubt genuine 

assessments and, for those that weren't, we didn't know any better. 

 

Whilst many of us have become wise to 

how reviews operate the scam has moved 

into a whole new arena -- massive bulk 

reviews and the businesses that have sprung 

up to produce them. It's become a whole 

new industry.  A report from PC Magazine 

recently suggested there are hundreds of 

thousands of people providing fake reviews 

globally.  There are even firms that compile 

lists of people and organizations willing to 

write fraudulent reports, which they then sell to other scammers. They also provide 

rules and guides on how to make reviews seem genuine. 

 

A study by a security outfit called Safety Detectives earlier this year found a 

database listing 200,000 people who were willing to write fake comments on 

Amazon. The list is operated by a scam ring that sends product names for these 

"accomplices" to buy on Amazon and then provide 5-star reviews.  Amazon then, 

unknowingly, marks the reviews as a "verified purchase," while the buyer gets a full 

refund from the original suppliers and keeps the product. 

 

Depending on the volume, reviews are being sold at just three or four pounds each. 

So, around 50 of them can be bought for about £200, and that is chickenfeed in the 

world of retailing. 

 

Online providers, from big-name stores to travel websites, are constantly removing 

these fake reviews as soon as they're identified, but they just can't keep up with the 

torrent.  Despite sending out more than 700 notices of penalty offences to top 

companies and advertisers last month U.S. authorities can't stem the flow.  
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How to Spot and Avoid Fake Reviews 
 

There are a few red flags that indicate a review is not 

genuine, the most common of which are one-liners. A 

few of these might be genuine, but most are fakes.  

Some of the other safeguards you can take are as fol-

lows:  

 

• Be wary of all five-star reviews and avoid making a buying decision based on 

these alone.  At the very least read the actual reviews, which should be varied 

enough to suggest they come from different sources. 

• Instead, focus on three- and four-star reviews which are probably genuine and 

fair assessments of the pros and cons. Sometimes, the lower ranking reviews -- one 

and two stars -- have been paid for by a product competitor. 

• Don't make buying decisions purely on quoted endorsements shown on a web-

site. Search for other opinions not connected with the site or its products. For ex-

ample, if you're booking a hotel whose website is full of praise, do a search on the 

hotel name for other views and opinions. 

• Look for poor grammar and spelling. Although some genuine reports may in-

clude these since they come from reviewers whose native language is not English, 

taken in conjunction with other red flags, they signal a likely review scam. 

• Also, check if the same or similar wording is used in more than one review. 

Don't be taken in by reviews that use photos or videos. Again, these may be genu-

ine, but the fake review agencies also tell their accomplices to add them to make 

them seem more authentic. 

Four out of five of us admitted in a recent survey that reviews influence our buying 

decisions. That's probably not surprising given the wide choices we encounter 

online, but what's more worrying is that many of those people admitted they were-

n't confident they could spot a fake. 

 

Make sure you're not one of them by adopting a sceptical attitude to reviews. With 

Christmas shopping season underway, it's more important than ever to be on the 

alert for fake reviews.  
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A Message from TRIP to Combe Raleigh Parish Council 

 
21st October 2021 

 

Firstly, Thank You, as we have been fortunate to be beneficiaries of your support in 

the past. Usually, I would be updating you on how your kind donation has been 

‘spent’, but as you can imagine, the past 18 months demand on service need has 

been slightly different.   

 

Wow-what a year and a bit! TRIP ‘stayed open’. We adapted services and helped 

the Coronavirus Community response where we could!  For example, at the start 

of the pandemic, we worked with other community groups, mainly coordinating 

volunteers and service requests, providing safeguarding checks and coordinating 

over 7,000 shopping requests.  So that’s 7000 times some of the most vulnerable 

people in our communities were supported to shield, keeping themself safe.   

 

It is funny to think back, but you may recall the uncertain and high anxiety many felt, 

not knowing how the virus was transmitted or why it affected people differently.  As 

you can imagine, our bus/ring & ride income stopped overnight, but we knew people 

still needed help and support.  So knowing we had the support from your parish and 

other groups, we could keep our services open. Alongside the shopping, we also 

maintained vital volunteer medical transport and Befriending support services. I can 

assure you that every penny was needed in helping us support our communities.  

 

Now, as we continue to ‘exit’ from the pandemic, there are still uncertainties.  

There are levels of anxiety, both from speaking to service users as well as ‘us’ mak-

ing sure we keep our services ‘open’, so we are here as needed.  To enable this, we 

have implemented risk management processes and will continue to follow strict 

Government advice.  

 

We are proud that we can adapt and provide a high level of safe support, and I hope 

you will see how TRIP has and continues to make a difference to so many people.  

In our communities, we can not put a price on providing a safe service for some of 

the most vulnerable.   We can only do this with continued funding and therefore ask 

if you would consider a grant application to support TRIP.  Of course, as ever when 

allowed, I would welcome an opportunity to come, promote and review our ser-

vices in your parish.   

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Sharon Thorne - Deputy Manager 
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Have you had enough of COP26 or has it awakened your urge to do more to save 

the precious world around us?   

 

It can seem like a mammoth task to tackle but tackle we must. Many people are 

looking for ways to make a difference in their lives but can feel a bit lost in which 

direction to go.  We may have a solution on your doorstep. 

            

Recently I have teamed up with the Blackdown Hills Transition Group and we’ve 

applied for a small amount of funding from the Blackdown Hills AONB Sustainable 

Development Fund, to highlight some of difficulties we face locally and find practical 

solutions together to help address them in a small way. 

 

We hope to showcase what others are doing.  Help with practicalities, inspire with 

‘what if’, bring you up to date on our local carbon footprint, learn from each other 

and see how we can replicate across our community what you may already be 

doing.  The ideas brought forward will focus on plants and resources that we have 

around us and we’d like to develop activities that will lessen the strain on our 

beautiful natural environment.   

 

Over the next few months our group will be starting to manufacture Biochar and 

will offer small workshops that will show people the process and explain what it’s all 

about. 

 

In case you are unaware of what biochar is , it’s a carbon material derived from 

living structures that is heated without oxygen. The process takes away all the 

gasses and liquids leaving almost pure carbon behind. The material does not break 

down in our environment so locking up the carbon for thousands of years. This 

process is known as carbon sequestration. It’s more than just carbon neutral it’s 

carbon plus! 

 

 

Continued on next page  
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The activity will involve taking locally grown woody material and heating it in a spe-

cial oven which we have on site. The biochar will then get mixed with a living com-

post material that will impregnate the structure with tiny microbes that live in the 

soil and nutrients.  The material can then be used to improve garden soil.  Research 

has shown that plant growth can be vastly improved in some soils. I’m also looking 

to add this into my commercial plant growing media and run various experiments 

with different plants. 

  

Throughout the winter months we will organise 3 workshops on our site, running 

for a few hours on a Saturday and then again on the Sunday.  If you’d like to get in-

volved, please contact Terry  terry@trimplants.co.uk  or Carolyn (Secretary BHTG) 

bhecohub@gmail.com 

 

You might also like to follow us on our Facebook page where we’ll be sharing vari-

ous resources and updates:   www.facebook.com/BHEcoHub 

 

 

mailto:terry@trimplants.co.uk
mailto:bhecohub@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/BHEcoHub


 30 



 31 

 Local advertising - free advertising for anybody who lives in Combe  

Raleigh or who regularly trades there - please send your details to  
raleighrag@gmail.com 

 
In  
 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS 

Simple greenery cones etc £7.00  

Fancy with fruit and cinnamon £12.00 

From Sue Farrell on 07764 303340. 

Very popular so don’t delay!                             
 

Airfield Classic Cars 

Specialists in classic car restoration, re-

pair, maintenance and servicing 

Tel: 01404 891713 

Email: info@airfieldclassics.co.uk 

Churchill’s Body Repairs Est 1986 

We carry out insurance and private work 

to all vehicles in our fully equipped body 

repair shop. 

Tel: 01404 42441 or 07810 373870 

Nicky Salter Counselling 

Confidential counselling service 

Tel: 01404 519181 or 07922317465 

Email: salternichola@gmail.com 

Tip Top Trees 

Specialists in tree work; landscaping and 

fence works; general gardening; logs 

Tel: 01404 47103 

Email: info@tiptoptrees.co.uk 

Welcome to Combe Raleigh 
 

Hello!  

We're Justina and Mark and we've recently moved into The Chantry. 

 

It's lovely to be living in a village again after 12 years in Bath as prior to that we 

lived in the Derbyshire Peak District. 

 

We've already had a very warm welcome from lots of people both face to face 

and via the brilliantly informative WhatsApp group. Combe Raleigh is obviously 

a very special place to live.  

 

Our daughter, Audrey, is away at Uni in Leeds but she's looking forward to 

being back for the holidays especially since the very recent arrival of our two 

rescue kittens, Marty and Howie!  

 

Looking forward to getting to know you, Justina and Mark. 
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Useful Contact Information 

Emergency and Help Services 

Emergency No (All Services) 999 (112 from mobile worldwide) 

Non-Emergency (Police)  101 

Non-Emergency (Medical)  111 

Samaritans      116 123 

Citizen’s Advice     01404 44213 

Childline      0800 1111 

Age UK Advice Line     0800 6781602 

Trip (Meal deliveries for the vulnerable)  01404 46529  

Devon Freewheelers  (Prescription deliveries)  0300 800 0109  

Kings Centre Foodbank    01404 43800 Volunteers needed for a 

wide variety of support - please contact the Advice Line: 01404- 354080 

Neighbourhood Watch (Rob Sexton)            01404 41362  rob@sexton.me.uk 

 

Medical 

Honiton Hospital   01404 540540 

Honiton Surgery   01404 548544 

Honiton Coronavirus Information 01404 384050 Mon-Fri 1000–1600  

 

Devon CC General enquiries 0345 155 1015 customer@devon.gov.uk 

Cllr Iain Chubb   07932 459595 iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 

Highways and Rights of Way 0345 155 1004 csc.roads@devon.gov.uk 

East Devon District Council  

General enquiries   01404 515616        csc@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Cllr Colin Brown 01404 42309 / 07761 281156           cbrown@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Cllr David Key 01404 861287 / 07961 428524             dkey@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting 

Chairman (Brian Churchill)           01404 42441          kay.churchill@btconnect.com 

Combe Raleigh Village Hall 

Chairman (Brian Churchill)  01404 42441         kay.churchill@btconnect.com 

Secretary (Rob Sexton)  01404 41362         rob@sexton.me.uk 

St Nicholas Church 

Rector  (Revd Sue Roberts)  01404 44035   office@honitoncofe.org 

Churchwardens    Ruth Hitchcock         01404 43166  

    and  Rosemary Mapleston 01404 47156 

Secretary (Val Moran), Treasurer (Lisa Clarke), PCC members (Valerie Brabrook, Colin 

Hattle-Spence, Gill Jackson, Audrey Potbury, Carol Thompson) 

Little Critters (Esme Moffat)  01404 46569            esme_wilson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Raleigh Rag and Village Website  

David Jackson   01404 45425        davidjackson1345@me.com 

Val and Mark Moran   01404 41107        markmoran@btinternet.com 

Jill Wardle    -         raleighrag@gmail.com 

Michelle Kennedy (Website) 01404 548813       tidewater56@live.com 


