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Raleigh  Rag 
Issue 181    October 2021 

Welcome to this edition of our Village Newsletter 
 
We hope you find it interesting and a reflection of the nation’s and the village’s 
desire to return to near-normality. 
 
Certainly it felt good to be joining John and Matt in their garden to wish them 
‘bon voyage’. We were thrilled to receive John’s piece on his family’s long 
association with Combe Raleigh - many of you will I am sure find interest in his 
memories. Thank you John!  
 
The Village Hall is hoping to stage a Covid-safe Harvest Supper - tickets are now 
available. Details also included in this issue of the Hall’s facilities for potential 
hirers - it is, after all, your facility to make use of.  
 
Many of you will have enjoyed the Fun Day. The weather was kind and the joy on 
the children’s faces was infectious. The sheer pleasure in throwing eggs at Mum or 
even Grandad! Thanks to Brian for getting the mood just right. 
 
We have a new gardening feature this time; hopefully to become a regular look 
behind the scenes of one of life’s pleasures, or is it frustrations?  
 
We feature reports of several Parish Meetings where, together with decisions on 
planning matters, the regular concerns of traffic were aired. Potholes were 
discussed and Councillor Chubb pointed us towards the Devon County Council 
reporting website. Take a look: it works well and allows you to “pin” a defect 
which at least brings it to the notice of those tasked with keeping the system as 
safe as funds permit. Traffic speed through the village is another major concern 
and again our Council representatives offered suggestions as to what we might do 
to help ourselves. 
 
As always, the content of this bimonthly newsletter benefits from as wide an input 
of views as possible so please make your contributions to raleighrag@gmail.com -  
our deadline is 15th November for the December issue.                               DJ 
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Parish Meeting 
 
There have been three Parish Meetings in August and September 2021. The Minutes 
are summarised here (full Minutes are on https//comberaleigh.org): 
 
The meeting on 5 August was chaired by Brian Churchill and attended by 14 
local government electors of the Parish.  
It was confirmed that the results of the questionnaire on the future of the Parish 
newsletter would be included with the signed and bound copy of the Minutes of the 
Annual Parish Meeting.  
Planning Application 21/1964/FUL (St Isidore Farm – erection of Greenhouse) was 
recommended for approval.  
Planning Application 21/1931/FUL (Abbots Cottage – removal of existing shed and 
greenhouse and erection of a summerhouse) was recommended for refusal.  
Concern was expressed at the poor condition of the Dunkeswell Road, particularly 
the road edges. Colin Brown agreed to discuss this matter with County Councillor 
Iain Chubb to see whether any pressure can be brought to bear upon the County 
Council. 
 
 
 
The meeting on 1 September was chaired by Brian Churchill and attended by 12 
local government electors of the Parish.  
It was noted that Planning Application 21/1964/FUL had been approved and 
Application 21/1931/FUL had been withdrawn - see details above. 
Application 21/2127/FUL (Springdale farm - erection of a stable block and change of 
use from agricultural to equine use) was recommended for approval.  
It was reported that the Parish Meeting’s funds as at 13 August 2021 amounted to 
£18,239.85. which included £1,000 held on behalf of the Village Hall Committee and 
£3,820.42 Infrastructure Levy.  
A recommendation from a parishioner that a gardener should be engaged to 
undertake work to the hedges and verges in the centre of the village during the 
months of April to October to supplement the work undertaken by local farmers 
was discussed. A number of concerns were raised at the proposal including the 
impact upon nesting birds and the wild flora growing in the verges. It was also noted 
that there were other roads within the Parish which were not included.  The 
Meeting suggested that no action be taken on the proposal. 
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Parish Meeting (1 Sep 2021 continued)  
The issue of delivery vehicles accessing Rectory Lane when trying to make deliveries 
to properties other than Torswood and Worfield House was discussed. This had 
become an increasing problem due to the reliance by drivers on satnavs. This had 
previously been raised with Royal Mail with a view to a change in post codes but no 
response had been received. It was suggested that a sign could be installed indicating 
that the road only led to the two properties previously mentioned. An item to be 
included on a future agenda concerning the naming of village roads. 
The condition of the vehicle passing place opposite Edwards Close was raised, it 
was agreed that works be undertaken to improve this area including the provision 
of a hard surface to the passing place. 
  
 
The meeting on 13 September was chaired by Brian Churchill and attended by 
13 local government electors of the Parish. 
 
It was reported that the provision of a suitable sign in the hedge line adjoining 
Rectory Lane was being investigated and the cost would be reported to the Parish 
Meeting.  
 
Planning Application 21/2274/AGR (Longwood Farm – construction of two 
agricultural storage buildings) was recommended for approval. 
 
The Chairman agreed to arrange a site meeting with Colin Brown and David 
Rosewell to discuss the parking issues in the area adjoining  Edwards Close with a 
view to a suitable plan being put to the Parish Meeting and to the freeholders, East 
Devon District Council. 
 
Concern was raised at the excessive speed of traffic travelling along the main village 
street. The legal arrangements concerning the establishment of a 20mph speed 
restriction along the main street and part of the avenue leading to Clapper Lane 
would be investigated. An email would be circulated requesting information on near
-misses between vehicles and between vehicles and pedestrians. It was agreed that 
20mph advisory signs should be purchased and displayed in the area currently 
covered by the 30mph speed restriction signs. 
 
A number of issues were raised concerning highway drainage, potholes and road 
closures. The need for gully emptying would raised with Devon County Council and 
all residents  were encouraged to report potholes and other road faults on the 
Devon County Council on-line fault reporting system. The current road closure 
signs by Devon Highways and Gigaclear were causing confusion and may be in 
conflict with each other - this would be investigated. 
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    Village Hall News 
 
 
Many of you will know our hall, all of you will have driven past it, but the Hall 
Committee thought it was time we introduced this village facility in a little more 
detail, so let’s take a look inside and tell you a bit about what it offers to our village. 
 
As you might recall from our last Rag, Mr Pulman and his merry men built the hall in 
1926 on donated land. It was paid for, some £400, by generous subscription from 
the parishioners. Much needed and much used, it was decided to extend it some ten 
years later, adding the kitchen and north end, these took rather longer to pay off as 
the war intervened. 
 
The deeds are lodged with the Charity Commissioners, and the constitution 
requires a committee of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer and ten committee 
members who serve a maximum of five years before seeking re-election or retiring. 
The main purpose of this committee is to maintain the fabric of the hall in all its 
aspects.  
 
As village life has changed and costs have increased the Hall Committee has had to 
face an annual cost of some £2000 to keep our hall safe and insured and so has 

needed to run a series of 
events to raise most of this 
sum as relatively little cash is 
raised from hirings.      
 
So what does the hall have 
to offer? 
 
We have limited parking 
behind the building at the 
discretion of Malcolm 
Edwards for up to 20 cars if 
they can arrive and leave 
together. A ramp provides 
wheelchair access and there 
is a rear door from the 

carpark. We are registered for 86 people seated, double that if standing.  
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The kitchen has a gas/ electric cooker, an electric heated cabinet, fridges,  
microwave, tea urn and a new dishwasher. We have a full set of crockery and wine 
glasses for 100 guests. We have a bar area but no drinks licence; hirers can of 
course apply for a Temporary Event Notice (TEN). 
 
We also have a digital projector and large screen (floor standing). There is a PA 
system which can be used to provide music from CDs or when attached to a 
suitable source. WiFi is free to use. 
 
So, if you have an event, a course, or any function you would like to put on please 
get in touch to discuss - see below for details. 
 
To hire the hall contact: Sara Evans our treasurer  
saraevanstr5@gmail.com 
 
Costs: £10.00/hour inclusive of all facilities and kitchen. Digital projector price to 
advise  
 
We look forward to welcoming you soon  
 
 
 
Two dates to pencil into your diary 
 
5 Nov 2021 Bonfire Night with fireworks behind the 
Hall 

 
26 Nov 2021 Quiz Night with Max Pipe 
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Combe Raleigh Fun Day Returns!! 
When the Village Hall Committee were able to meet again in the Spring it was decided that 
the August Bank Holiday Fun Day should return. Being outside, it would be COVID-safe, it 
would be free to attend, and involve only minimal organisation as it would be ‘low key’. 
However, when it came to putting together the final plans for this ‘low key’ event, Brian 
Churchill had planned for a full timetable of races and activities!! But he knows what he’s 
doing. 
 
The event took place in its usual location in the field behind the hall by kind permission of 
the Edwards/Williams family. The weather was good to us; fine and dry, which along with 
the promise of some excellent sporting action (and a bouncy castle!!) meant the crowds 
came flocking.  
 
It was wonderful to see such a fabulous turnout. Lots of families, including many from the 
Little Critters playgroup, and plenty of other people too who came purely to spectate and 
enjoy the atmosphere. It was lovely to have people reuniting again after such a long time 
apart.  
 
The bouncy castle was unsurprisingly a massive hit with the younger generation, but plenty 
of people (young and not-so-young) also tried their hand at the slippery pole, skittles and 
welly wanging.  
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Brian and team had laid out a fantastic race course which requested competitors to do two 
lengths of the ‘track’ with a turn round a tyre at the far end.  

 
 
The egg and spoon race kicked off the events 
and was so popular it had to be run 3 times 
to incorporate all ages of competitors – the 
lure of sweets was clearly too tempting! 
There were some splendid efforts and only 
minimal cheating.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The three-legged and 
wheelbarrow races followed 
with equal enthusiasm from 
the children and exhaustion 
from the parents and 
fortunately no major injuries. 
The sack race saw several of 
the dads compete, with 
underhand techniques aplenty 
and the Tug of War was a 
wonderful display of childish 
chaos and energy, I’m not sure 
anyone really knew what was 
going on!! 
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The finale of the events was ‘Water Balloon Catch’ with several of the water balloons being 
replaced with eggs – another chaotic, but messy affair with JB and Michelle coming away 
with the win after their egg was flung huge distances without breaking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All in all a fantastic fun-filled afternoon was had by everyone.  

The event will certainly return next year, but perhaps less ‘low-key’ – watch this space.  
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Harvest Supper 
 
The Village Hall Committee is keen to return to the village events that have been 
so popular over many years. 
 

 
Probably our Harvest 
Supper is the most popu-
lar function we host es-
pecially as we always try 
and link it with the Har-
vest Festival service at St 
Nicholas Church, hope-
fully linking everybody 
with the generosity of 
the land. 
 
As this is the first indoor 
event we have staged for 
two years we are very 
aware of the reticence of 
some people to join what 
is usually a raucous and 
fun evening! So we have 
limited the numbers of 
tickets to just 50, about 
half our full capacity. This 
allows us to use individu-
al tables of four or six 
guests with a safe dis-
tance between tables. 
Staff will of course be 
masked. 
 

So if this evening appeals to you please don’t delay, Esme is waiting to book you 
in, on 07738008370 but, as they say, “When they are gone… “ 
 
 

The Hall Committee 
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St Nicholas Church News 
 

 

 
 

Weed: a plant that grows, especially profusely, where it is not wanted 
 

It won’t surprise you to know that we found more than enough of those during 
the churchyard clearance – several dumper bags full in fact. Many thanks to 
the nine volunteers who braved the threatening weather and wielded  
strimmers, secateurs and trowels to such good effect. 
 

             
 
 
 
A couple of Sundays ago, for the first time in 
over eighteen months, we served coffee and bis-
cuits, and lingered for quite a while chatting out-
side the south porch. The weather was glorious 
– a real Indian summer’s day.  
 
Will there be any more this year? 
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St Nicholas Church News (continued) 
 
 
Our Harvest Service on 10th October at 11.15am may be a little more low-
key than usual, and sadly we are going to have to limit the numbers we can 
accommodate in the church since we are still observing some of the more 
essential Covid-19 restrictions, including the wearing of masks. If you would 
like to attend the service please phone 47156 / 43166 or email 
rdmapleston@btinternet.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a retiring collection in aid of the Red Cross to help their work in 
Afghanistan where they are still delivering food, water, basic medical 
supplies, and shelter. Eleven million people in the country – a third of the 
population - do not have enough to eat and Covid cases are spiralling.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Another annual service (and again if you plan to 
attend please let us know) is Remembrance 
Sunday, November 14th at the slightly earlier 
time of 10.50am Although as a village we have 
no war memorial, a plaque in the church records 
those members of our village who gave their lives 
in the cause of freedom. More than a century 
may have passed, but we still remember them. 
 
 
 

Rosemary 
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Not more bell ringing! 
 
Those who said, during the recent survey, there was too much about bell ringing in 
the Rag are advised to turn the page right now. 

 
 
 
 

- - - rustle - - - -rustle - - - -rustle - - - -pages 
turned… 

 
 
 
 
 

Those who have been interested in the adventures of our ringers and the progress 
to getting 6 bells in the tower of St Nicholas’ church might like to know there is 
now a book about the whole project, ‘Combe Raleigh Bell Project – A Short 
History.’ 
 
This is an eighty-four page A4 book illustrated with around 100 photographs 
showing the work in progress and recording the many fund raising activities. You 
may even recognise yourself in some of the photographs. Based largely on a talk 
given to the Guild of Devonshire Ringers at the Internet Arms via Zoom in 
December 2020 it also includes much additional material, not all of it too serious. 
The story has been described as ‘an inspirational illustrated talk describing the 
Combe Raleigh Bell Project which resulted in the restoration of the ring of three 
bells and their augmentation to six, alongside the recruitment and training of a new 
band of ringers.’ 

 
There are a limited number of copies 
available to purchase at a modest 
price, anyone interested in acquiring a 
copy should email 
t.hitchcock@btinternet.com . 
 

                                                                                                   
Trevor Hitchcock 
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A New Life for the Village Phone Box 
Does anyone remember the village phone box, or telephone kiosk as it was 
officially known in those days, being in the front garden at Thatchers?  Well there 
it was, alongside the post box, right outside the window of what is now our study.  
There’s no wonder that people passing through the village would knock on the 
door here to ask for stamps or send a telegram.  I’m not sure when it was moved 
up to the Village Hall, but it was certainly after 1965, because it looms large in a 
photograph of the house taken that year. 
 
Anyway, up to the VH it went, complete with its Button A and Button B (I know 
– I’m so very old!), which eventually was changed to a new-fangled system, which 
may even have needed a plastic card instead of coppers!  But times move on and 
eventually we all got phones in our homes, and then mobiles and email, and the 
old red box became obsolete and abandoned. The Post Office, by now British 
Telecom, didn’t want it any more.  The village fought off its closure once, I think 
in about 2012, but eventually they came and put up a (very small!) notice 
informing anyone who ventured in that it was no longer to be attached to the 
system.  It was to be Cut Off!! 
 
In the fullness of time the Parish Meeting asked for and was given the box.  After 
all, it has been part of the village for many decades and we decided we wanted to 
keep the familiar old thing.  And it sat there rather sadly for another few years. 
 
But now it has a new lease of life.  It has SHELVES, courtesy of Jamie Palmer.  (I 
am reminded of Pride and Prejudice – “Shelves in the closet!  Happy thought!” 
says Eliza Bennett).  And on those shelves are to be found not only a small 
selection of books, but several piles of glossy magazines many of which feature 
homes and lifestyles I can only dream of.  You can borrow these magazines and 
books – just take them back when you have finished with them.  Add to the piles 
if you wish.  And not only that – copies of the Midweek Herald appear as if by 
magic. ( Actually, they are collected and put there by Christine Dormor, who also 
gets us copies of the excellent Honiton and Villages monthly magazine). Just help 
yourself. 
 
So Combe Raleigh has its own mini-library.  Do use it – I think it’s great fun. 
I suppose ultimately the old structure might require some maintenance – a new 
paint job, for example.  My husband, who in pre-history used to work for what 
was then the GPO, says that in those days, the boxes were not painted – all those 
glazing bars…. instead, someone poured a large tin of red paint all over the box, 
and then cleaned the windows… 

Val M 
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Where have the last 48 Years gone…? 
 
I was sat at the back of the room with my Godmother who had travelled down to 
Devon with us, in what was the Angel Hotel;  Jack Luxton (lived at The Pheasantry 
at the time) was auctioneer. Bids were coming in left, right and centre, and my fa-
ther continued to bid against a mysterious man in a cape and hat; he soon dropped 
out. The action continued with another bidder drawing ever closer to our limit. 
Once the hammer had fallen, and The Chantry was ours, Jack asked Dad if he would 
be having a survey, to which Dad’s response was: “If it’s stood up for 500 years it’ll 
see me out!”  
 
Our journey had begun, September 1973… 
 
Mum and Dad had seen The Chantry advertised in the window of TD Hussey’s in 
Honiton High Street. They had stopped off in town before heading back to Lyme 
Regis where we were staying whilst scouring the South West for suitable property. 
The auction date was noted, a viewing arranged and hearts sold on the place. Miss 
Friend was selling after being bequeathed the house by Captain Morgan. They had 
lived here and she had been his companion and house-keeper. 
 
The move west was for a longer growing season for conifers. It was the land that 
was important, the house was the bonus.  It was move west or emigrate to New 
Zealand where we have family, but the decision was made to stay in the UK. We 
moved lock, stock and barrel from Farnham to 
Combe Raleigh on 22 October 1973, and Dad set 
about rebuilding his business. The large, wooden-
framed glass house that had been a shop on the 
nursery site in Farnham was soon erected on 
land that is now the garden of 2, St Nicholas Rise. 
The glass was supposed to go in straight away but 
inclement, autumnal Devon weather put paid to 
that. Unfortunately, wind blew the whole lot down before the glass could be fitted. 
Instead, Dad built the long greenhouse (now on our border with No.2) and this be-
came his first propagating house. 
 
I remember the fuel crisis was well under way in 1974, so driving the Jaguar that had 
been our mode of comfortable transport between Surrey and Devon was rather 
costly! It was sold very quickly, and Dad finally bought the Land Rover he was sup-
posed to have bought back in Farnham. Mum ended up with an 18-month-old Austin 
Maxi and this was used to take a number of us school-aged children to Awliscombe 
Primary School…in the days when you might have 2 children on the front seat and 4 
in the back…no seat belts required!  
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Alison & Pam Williams (Hill Farm), Steve Potbury (Tower View), Clare Palk (Aller 
Farm - now The Knoll), Emily Fielden (Abbots Mews) and Michael Sellick 
(Ellishayes) would all pile in.  There were a good number of school-age children in 
the village at that time; the Eagles family were next door, the Goslings after that, 
the Fieldens/McCabes over the road, the Lovings and the Davies further up the 
hill. There was even a cricket team in the village at one point as some other resi-
dents will remember.  
 
The nursery expanded hugely, taking 
up the entire 8-acre field and providing 
jobs for more than one or two after 
school. Plants were shipped all over 
the world, and Dad’s expertise with 
propagating new varieties of conifers 
meant new names for them, hence 
Chantry Gold and Chantry Blue to 
name two.  Mum has one named after 
her, as do I. “Gloria” was so named by 
Dad rather cheekily as it was “small 
and prickly”, she was not amused! I have been lucky enough to get hold of some 
specimens from a collector who bought from Dad ‘back in the day’ and will nur-
ture them. 

 
1976 saw the long, hot sum-
mer and drought. As chil-
dren, we loved the warm 
sunny days but when the 
threat of standpipes ap-
peared, it wasn’t quite so 
much fun. I remember the 
stickers and the public infor-
mation films telling us to 
think before flushing the toi-
let, and to shower instead of 
bathing. Dad was exempt 
from the hosepipe ban as the 

nursery depended on a water supply, but even then he spared as much as possi-
ble. The death of a large elm tree in the far corner of the nursery brought an idea 
to Dad. He asked Mike Trim to come in and dig out the stump and create a larger 
crater. This became the first of 3 small ‘reservoirs’ which would assist with water-
ing should the need arise. Dad also thought he would put some trout in the new 
watering hole, but the heron soon changed that! 
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Normality was stopped abruptly by a flood in 1981. The culvert under the road 
had silted up and flood water came over the road, dislodging the shed in the gar-
den at Otterbeck - now called Waterside. The shed wedged against a bridge that 
crossed the stream and diverted millions of litres of water across the nursery. 
Dad woke up to see bare earth where the day before he would have seen row 
upon row of neatly placed conifer containers with individual drip feed. Both he 
and Mum went outside to inspect the devastation. They rebuilt…it’s all they could 
do. I was unaware of all the drama as I was at boarding school at Buckfast but was 
called in to see the headmaster who gave me the news. The garage had been 
flooded, sadly ruining the big Citroen CX Safari therein. There was little water 
ingress into the house fortunately, just a couple of centimetres of silt in the kitch-
en which was about to be replaced. The clean-up took some time and business 
recovered. The flood relief scheme and stone trap that you see up-stream from 
The Chantry was completed in 1982 as a result of the flooding on the nursery. 
The stream was widened and deepened, with gabions strengthening the banks, 
which has kept major flooding at bay since. 
 
Dad’s death in 1986 was devastating to us. He was only 63 and should have had 
so much more life ahead of him, but oesophageal cancer took him. He was laid to 
rest in the church yard after a packed church service. Mum continued with the 
nursery whilst I was still at school and had so much support from fellow nursery-
men and friends in the village. Finally, we were introduced to Chris & Caroline 
Padget and the rest is history as regards the nursery. 
 
The Chantry has been a home, a sanctuary and 
comfort to a great many friends and family 
members over the years as well as to Mum and 
myself. Unfortunately, Mum’s descent into Alz-
heimer’s dementia has been a long process and, 
consequently, jobs in the house and garden 
tended to get missed or left.  
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It has taken so much energy to get back to some sem-
blance of order here, and there is still a list as long as your 
arm! The biggest change was the felling of the eucalyptus 
tree that stood in the centre of the garden. I remember 
Dad planting it in 1974 as a 2m specimen…45 years later 
and all 80m of it came down over a period of 5 days with 
ropes and pulleys. Grateful thanks go to Sean and the Tip-
Top Trees gang for their excellent work.  
 

 
The garage that used to stand to the side of the house was decaying badly…it was 
timber built with wavy elm cladding. It had been built in the wrong place; anyone 
arriving at the house came to the back door. We sought permission to demolish 
it and we extended the drive in 2013/14.  This allowed for a bigger turning area 
and access to what is now the workshop. 
 
 

There have been some notable characters in 
the village over the 
years… I remember 
Win Fowler at 1 
Newtons…She would 
sell eggs and Mum 
used to collect them 
from her.  I think 
Dorrie Hagon took 
over from her and 

she lived at Abbots Cottage.  
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Biddy Foster, seen here walking past Abbots 
Cottage, lived at Highfield.  Of course, I have to 
mention the infamous Barbara Doidge who lived 
a t  P a r a d i s e 
Cottage. She was 
instrumental in 
writing about the 
history of Combe 
Raleigh and being 
a retired school 

teacher, she was thorough in her research, and 
fearsome if you got on the wrong side of her. A 
true character none-the-less, and a fantastic 
church warden.   
 
Matt came to live at The Chantry in 
2018, and we set about work around 
the house and garden. Mum’s 
dementia, at this stage, had become 
ever more difficult with which to 
contend. With the assistance of the 
most brilliant social worker, we were 
able to get Mum a place in a nearby 
care home as respite, with a view to it 
being long-term. She now resides in 
Sunningdale House where she has been 
wonderfully looked after - even surviving Covid! We were able to bring her home 
for the day in July 2019 to attend Matt’s and my civil partnership celebrations 
which was a bonus. We managed to sit almost 140 friends and family in the 
garden for food and partying and it was a day to remember!   
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There have been many comings and goings over my 48 years in Combe Raleigh; 
so many households changing hands, new houses being built, but it is now our 
turn to say adieu.  
 
Matt and I will be starting a new chapter in Rockbeare, so we will not be that far 
away. Our new home is the complete opposite of The Chantry, being modern, 
but it will suit our needs for now. Matt will be closer to Exeter for his work, and I 
will continue to work from home, and it’s accessible to Honiton to visit Mum. We 
hope to be back for the Harvest Supper, all being well, so we can pretend we 
haven’t really gone! We have too many friends here - old and new - with whom 
we don’t want to lose touch. 
 
The Chantry has been a dream house and it has been an honour to grow up here; 
now, it’s time for Mark & Justina to have that privilege. We know how lucky they 
are and that they will be welcomed warmly into the village. We wish them much 
joy, and a long and happy life here.  
 
Combe Raleigh is like a big, extended family. We may sometimes disagree, but we 
also know how to celebrate. We also know how to support each other when 
needed and that kindness and friendship has shone through especially during the 
Covid pandemic. But, like all families, there comes time for someone to leave 
‘home’ for new experiences, and that is how our move feels. I’m leaving home…  
 

John Hatch 
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Jubilee Sailing Trust - another charity you may never have heard of! 
Let me introduce you to a little of what they offer.  

 
Over many years the Trust has operated 
two square rigged sailing ships. The most 
recent is “The Tenacious” built in 2000 and 
the largest all-timber boat built in this 
country in the last 100 years. She is some 
60m in length and weighs 700 tonnes and 
carries an impressive 1200 sq metres of sail 
when fully rigged.  
 
The Lord Nelson has recently been retired, 
leaving the more spacious Tenacious to 
carry on their work.  In her 20 years she 
has sailed over 350000 miles and carried 
some 50000 amateur sailors to all parts of 
the world sometimes sailing for many 
weeks on a long haul and, more recently, 
for 7 to 10 day voyages around the British 
Isles. 

 
So? You may ask! 
The whole ethos of the Trust is to provide a chance for less able people to 
experience life  at sea and to take on challenges they would never have thought 
possible.  
 
My picture shows one wheelchair user 
winching herself up the mast!  Tenacious is 
capable of taking up to 15 crew with some 
sort of handicap, including wheelchair-
bound and blind sailors. Each of them can 
have a “buddy” to help if required, 
although the fierce independence of the 
alternatively able dictates the level of 
assistance they ask for! To this crew of 
some 30 you add ten professional crew 
members who run the ship and give 
boundless encouragement to their “new 
crews”. The able-bodied amateur crew pay 
full fare while the others are subsidised by 
the charity to a greater or lesser extent. 
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In addition to this, the Trust will also allocate places to younger crew members, 
dingy sailors for instance. But there are no favours given or expected. You are a 
member of one of the four “watches” and your Watch Card dictates what you will 
be doing for the duration of your voyage. Led by a more experienced watch leader, 
you keep a watch be it 12am till 4am or one of the other five around the clock 
watches, every day, getting your turn on the helm or swabbing the decks or serving 
in the galley, and yes,  that includes wheelchair-bound too!  Everyone  up to or just 
beyond their abilities! 
 
I was fortunate enough to be asked to buddy an autistic 
friend recently and, although a reluctant sailor, 
thoroughly enjoyed 8 days sailing from Leith to London.  
Sadly the wind did not co-operate and we spent most of 
the trip under power, such is the nature of sailing ships 
of this size.  
 
 
 
 
 
Suffice it to say the ship attracts attention whenever she docks although due to 
Covid restrictions we only went ashore at Holy Island where we confidently 
assured spectators we were pirates! 
 

We were to conclude our voyage at East 
India Dock amongst the towering 
buildings of Canary Wharf.  But before 
we got there we went up into the Pool of 
London and, hands up, it was after letting 
us through that Tower Bridge refused to 
close again for 12 hours….. Apologies to 
all in that part of London who had their 
journeys disrupted! 
 
 
 

If in reading this you have a further interest then check out Jubilee Sailing Trust; 
their offer is available to anyone young or not so young who might benefit from the 
experience. 
 

David Jackson 
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Return of Ladies Coffee Mornings 
It is with great delight that I can report that we 
have decided to begin meeting again for coffee 
and chat, on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
the month, at 10.30 am. 
 Oct 13th – Michelle at Mount Pleasant 
 Oct 27th -  Gill at The Old Mill 
 Nov 10th – Val at Thatchers 
 Nov 24th – Rosemary at The Coach House 
 Dec 8th and 22nd – TBA 

  
Timely Reminders for Gardeners 
Although we are thinking of tidying the gardens for their winter 
rest, shutting the door and sitting in the warm, now is the time we 
should be looking forward to the coming year… Bare rooted fruit, 
hedging and ornamental trees should be ordered now even though 

they are not available until midwinter when the plants are dormant. 
I have worked in various nurseries over the years and am always saddened when 
excited customers turn up in the spring with the arrival of the swallows and 
warmer weather ready to choose their orchard fruit only to find out that many 
varieties sold out the previous November before they were even lifted from the 
ground! 
Bare rooted plants (lifted from the nursery bed and not potted) are cheaper and 
normally get away to a better start in life than potted plants.  
Do contact me if you are looking for trees locally and I can point you in the right 
direction. 
Replacing Ash Trees 
Signs of Ash Die Back are evident in most of the ash trees in the area, bare twigs 
at the end of leafy branches being the first sign.  Younger, faster growing plants 
are most severely affected but eventually, sadly, most of the ash trees will die. A 
glut of good firewood being the only benefit! 
It has been illegal to sell ash trees for several years now in the hope that the dis-
ease might be halted, but alas it was too little too late. 
If you are thinking of replacing ash trees with other varieties now is the time to 
order for the best selection. 
We are lucky to have Perrie Hale nurseries in Honiton who will be able to ad-
vise on your choice of the most suitable young trees for your situation.  
I was caught out myself this season, trying to order asparagus crowns for next 
March only to be told they are already sold out…horticulture does not embrace 
the “just in time” culture. 

Sue F 
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Combe Raleigh Cuisine  
Please send your seasonal favourites to raleighrag@gmail.com. 
This month’s recipe for Nectarine and Almond Bakewell Cake comes 
recommended by David Jackson from Good Housekeeping. 
 
Ingredients 
250 g unsalted butter, softened, plus extra to grease 
250 g caster sugar 
1 tsp. almond extract 
4 medium eggs, beaten 
150 g self-raising flour 
175 g ground almonds 
175 g golden marzipan, cut into 1cm pieces 
4 medium-ripe nectarines, halved, stoned and sliced 
25 g flaked almonds 
2 -3tbsp apricot jam, to glaze 
Icing sugar, to dust 
  
Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 180°C (160°C fan) mark 4 and grease and line a 20.5 x 30.5cm 
(8 x 12in) roasting tin with baking parchment, making sure it comes just above the 
top of the tin (to help remove the cake later). 
2. Using a handheld electric whisk beat butter and sugar in a large bowl until pale 
and fluffy, about 5min. Beat in almond extract and a pinch of salt. Gradually beat in 
the eggs, whisking well after each addition. If the mixture looks as if it's curdling, 
beat in 1tbsp of the flour.  

3. Using a large metal spoon, fold in 
(remaining) flour and ground almonds. 
Next fold in chopped marzipan. Scrape 
into prepared tin and smooth to level. 
Arrange nectarine slices on top in 3 neat 
lines. Scatter over flaked almonds and 
bake for 40-45min, or until a skewer 
inserted into the centre comes out clean. 
4. Leave to cool in tin for 10min. 
Meanwhile brush the jam over the 
nectarines. Transfer cake to a wire rack to 
cool. Serve just warm or at room 
temperature, lightly dusted with icing 
sugar.  
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What’s On Further Afield - Film, Music, Arts, Shows 
 
Powderham Food Festival 2-3 October 2021 
Powderham Castle  
Kenton - Exeter 
 
90's-00's Dance Anthems 15-16 October 2021 
Sandy Park Exeter will be transformed with state-of-the-art sound and light systems 
for 'Club Classics' – a new event which will bring together tub-thumping tunes from 
90-'s - 00's… 
 
Christmas Trail at Killerton  Exeter 26 Nov 2021 to 2 Jan 2022 
A brand new after-dark Christmas illuminated trail will be bringing festive sparkle to 
the garden at the National Trust's Killerton, near Exeter 
 

Crealy Park Spook Fest – Half Term week 

 
Halloween shows in the arena, the Creaky Hotel, bewitched singing pumpkins, a 
scarecrow maze and a free pumpkin for every child. 
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  https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/ has a great  
programme of events, including:  
 
Cinema : 
The Nest – 1st October 
Herself – 9th October 
Funny Face – 25th November  
 

Live music :  
Chris While and Julie Matthews – 16th October  
The Beehive Acoustic Café – 20th October 
Show of Hands  26th October  
Mad Dog Hogan – 12th November  
 

    https://www.thelmahulbert.com    
 
Art after 1950: Art history talk series 
8 September 2021 to 13 October 2021 
 
In Plain Sight : 27 August 2021 to 30 October 2021 
An exhibition of major new works from The London Group and key works from 
the THG collection and private loans. 
 
Climate Conversations Honiton 
12 November 2021 
Climate Conversation event to coincide with the opening of the exhibition  

UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties - COP: a photo essay by Terry 
Jeavons. 
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  https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/  has lots 
of art exhibitions, classes and craft fares on over the next weeks including: 
 
BHL - Antique Valuations  - Thursdays 14.00 – 16.00 
As the largest fine art auctioneers and valuers in the South West of England, 
Bearnes Hampton & Littlewood hold fine art valuation days Thursdays weekly at 
Kennaway House, free of charge. 
 
Sidmouth Science Festival  : Friday  October 8th  - Saturday, October 
16th, 10.00 – 16.00 
Including schools exhibits and robot workshop 
 
Craft Fair with West Country Crafters – Saturday 2nd and 30th October 
10.00 – 16.00 
A variety of locally made jewellery, pottery, knitting, photography and cards will 
be on offer. There will also be some food stalls on the lawn with coffee, cakes, 
preserves and much more. 
 
South West Academy of Artists Exhibition – Monday 1st Nov– Saturday 
13th Nov 10.00 – 16.00 
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OBERAMMERGAU 2022 
 

A holiday to Austria and Oberammergau  
including the Passion Play 

 
16-23 June 2022 

 
Led by Caroline and Chris Padget 
with the musician David Ogden 

Every ten years the people of Oberammergau fulfil their oath to God made in 1633 
by performing a Passion Play.  It is an act of faithfulness and we have the privilege of 
sharing in it.  
 
0ur holiday is based in the lakeside village of Pertisau, surrounded by the Karwendel 
mountains in the heart of the Tyrol. We will travel as a group, with an itinerary of 
included coach excursions and walks. Also we are delighted that David Ogden will 
lead some informal singing sessions open to all.  Oberammergau is less than two 
hours’ drive away, so ideal for seeing the Passion Play in the middle of our holiday. 
We will spend a night In Oberammergau and receive a first class ticket for a 
performance of the Passion Play. The play is an intense emotional experience and 
this holiday is an opportunity to witness this unique spectacle with like-minded 
people. Our aim is to encourage a real feeling of sharing as we participate together 
in this landmark Christian event.  
 
The cost of this holiday is £1,895 per person sharing a double or twin 
room with private facilities. Please note that twin beds in Oberammergau and  
Austria are likely to be two mattresses within one bed frame.  
Price includes: flights from Heathrow* to Munich, including baggage allowance, 
seven nights accommodation with breakfasts and dinners, airport transfers, and 
excursion programme with local guiding. Also included are gratuities to guides, 
drivers and hotel staff. The price also includes an overnight stay in Oberammergau 
village, a Grade 1 Passion Play ticket, McCabe Passion Play guide book and lunch on 
performance day. * Please note that flights may be available from Bristol. 
 
For full details, please contact: Mrs Caroline Padget, Cory Hill, Combe Raleigh, 
Honiton EX14 4TQ   
Tel: 01404 46452 or 07775 536288     Email: carolinepadget@gmail.com 
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 Local advertising - free advertising for anybody who lives in Combe  
Raleigh or who regularly trades there - please send your details to  
raleighrag@gmail.com 

 
                            
 
 
 

Airfield Classic Cars 
Specialists in classic car restoration, re-
pair, maintenance and servicing 
Tel: 01404 891713 
Email: info@airfieldclassics.co.uk 

Churchill’s Body Repairs Est 1986 
We carry out insurance and private work 
to all vehicles in our fully equipped body 
repair shop. 
Tel: 01404 42441 or 07810 373870 

Nicky Salter Counselling 
Confidential counselling service 
Tel: 01404 519181 or 07922317465 
Email: salternichola@gmail.com 

Tip Top Trees 
Specialists in tree work; landscaping and 
fence works; general gardening; logs 
Tel: 01404 47103 
Email: info@tiptoptrees.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Most people will be aware of the 
Hospiscare shop on the High 
Street but may not have found 
the much larger Warehouse right 
by The Beehive.  
 
Several hundred sq feet of larger 
domestic items on display, maybe 
just the thing you need to fill that 
odd corner. Also a great place to 
recycle most good quality things 
you may no longer want.  
 
All of course supporting a great 
local charity 
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Useful Contact Information 
Emergency and Help Services 
Emergency No (All Services) 999 (112 from mobile worldwide) 
Non-Emergency (Police)  101 
Non-Emergency (Medical)  111 
Samaritans      116 123 
Citizen’s Advice     01404 44213 
Childline      0800 1111 
Age UK Advice Line     0800 6781602 
Trip (Meal deliveries for the vulnerable)  01404 46529  
Devon Freewheelers  (Prescription deliveries)  0300 800 0109  
Kings Centre Foodbank    01404 43800 Volunteers needed for a 
wide variety of support - please contact the Advice Line: 01404- 354080 
Neighbourhood Watch (Rob Sexton)            01404 41362  rob@sexton.me.uk 
 
Medical 
Honiton Hospital   01404 540540 
Honiton Surgery   01404 548544 
Honiton Coronavirus Information 01404 384050 Mon-Fri 1000–1600  
 
Devon CC General enquiries 0345 155 1015 customer@devon.gov.uk 
Cllr Iain Chubb   07932 459595 iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 
Highways and Rights of Way 0345 155 1004 csc.roads@devon.gov.uk 
East Devon District Council  
General enquiries   01404 515616        csc@eastdevon.gov.uk 
Cllr Colin Brown 01404 42309 / 07761 281156           cbrown@eastdevon.gov.uk 
Cllr David Key 01404 861287 / 07961 428524             dkey@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 
Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting 
Chairman (Brian Churchill)           01404 42441          kay.churchill@btconnect.com 
Combe Raleigh Village Hall 
Chairman (Brian Churchill)  01404 42441         kay.churchill@btconnect.com 
Secretary (Rob Sexton)  01404 41362         rob@sexton.me.uk 
St Nicholas Church 
Rector  (Revd Sue Roberts)  01404 44035   office@honitoncofe.org 
Churchwardens    Ruth Hitchcock         01404 43166  
    and  Rosemary Mapleston 01404 47156 
Secretary (Val Moran), Treasurer (Lisa Clarke), PCC members (Valerie Brabrook, Colin 
Hattle-Spence, Gill Jackson, Audrey Potbury, Carol Thompson) 
Little Critters (Esme Moffat)  01404 46569            esme_wilson@hotmail.co.uk 
 
The Raleigh Rag and Village Website  
David Jackson  01404 45425        davidjackson1345@me.com 
Val and Mark Moran   01404 41107        markmoran@btinternet.com 
Jill Wardle    01392 581200       raleighrag@gmail.com 
Michelle Kennedy (Website) 01404 548813       tidewater56@live.com 


