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and Mark Moran, Michelle Kennedy, and Jill Wardle. 

Contact details for queries and submissions are on the final page.  
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Next Edition  

The Raleigh Rag is usually published every two months. Please send articles and pic-

tures for inclusion or for the website to raleighrag@gmail.com. The copy deadline 

for the next edition is 15 September 2021. 
 

 

 
Disclaimer 

The views expressed are those of the contributors. Whilst every effort has been taken to 

ensure that the information included is accurate, responsibility cannot be accepted for any 

omissions or inaccurate information. We reserve the right to edit any contribution for the 

purpose of clarity, consistency and layout limitations. By supplying material for publication, 

you are giving consent for its publication on the village website at http://comberaleigh.org/

combe-raleigh-village/ 

 

 

Copyright 

The contents of this magazine may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, republished, 

downloaded, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior 

written permission of The Raleigh Rag. You may not distribute, display or copy any of the 

contents of the pages contained in this magazine to third parties without the prior written 

permission of The Raleigh Rag. 

All images shown in this magazine are the property of The Raleigh Rag unless otherwise ac-

credited to another. Images may not be used without the prior written permission of The 

Raleigh Rag or the accredited owner. 

Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in this 

magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and 

Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. If permission is sought and 

given, it is expected that all articles/images be accredited to either The Raleigh Rag or the 

author of said articles/images. 

 

Copyright © 2021 The Raleigh Rag 

All rights reserved 

http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/
http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/
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Raleigh  Rag 

Issue 180    August 2021 

Introduction by David Jackson 

Little did any of us, the early RAG committee, think that 180 issues published over 

thirty years was possible. But here we are. Over those years many villagers, some 

sadly no longer with us have played their part and I pay tribute to them and their 

memory. The future of this village institution will soon lie in other hands so I can 

only speculate if Issue 360 will become a reality. 

 

I found myself wondering how I might mark this small milestone, but hesitate to 

try to produce a list of village activities. You, I am sure, will have your own 

important memories of however long you might have lived in this blessed corner 

of Devon. 

 

Over these thirty years some of you will be on your third dog, maybe a second 

cat, the children may have flown the nest and started another generation. You will 

have marked some personal triumphs and some tragedies. Such is life, but you 

have survived to recall and enjoy.  

 

There will no doubt be some national memories to recall: Princess Diana’s death; 

the Foot and Mouth Epidemic of 2001; and the invention of the World Wide Web 

- OK a stretch by a couple of years but it seems to have been around for ever and 

now a huge influence on us all.  But I found myself looking at the interesting 

events that have reached into our village from the more distant past. 

 

Some of us knew Captain Frank Taylor a BOAC pilot who flew our Queen and 

Prince Philip on their previously aborted world tour. Incidentally Richard 

Branson’s mum was one of his air stewardesses, although I don’t know when.  

 

Mr Pulman’s piece (see pages 12-13) got me thinking that I had met the man 

responsible for the fire that destroyed the Collinshayes Farm dairy.  

 

Mr Pulman, in conversation, also remembers the village shop at 1 Newtons run by 

Mrs Arbery. Crisps were 2 old pence and had the salt in a blue wrap inside. 

Coincidentally, the Arbery name came up from a completely different direction. 
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Introduction (continued) 

 
Some of you will have read, or at least heard, of Captain James Cook the master 

mariner who had New Zealand, Eastern Australia and many more important voyag-

es  to his credit before his death in 1779. Where is this going? 

 

Well, by various circuitous routes, a bedroom full of Cook’s possessions was left to 

two ladies, Ann Salway and Harriet Clapp living in Combe Raleigh. They, in turn, 

willed them to Ann Maria Arbery, their niece, who sold several items to a local Dr 

Shortridge. He, realising their significance, pressed her for more until she realised 

that he was making a financial killing at her expense! 

 

If I am not mistaken, Ann Maria  was married to (Frank) Arbery of 1 Newtons who 

used, as an old man, to supply us with a conical can of milk every couple of days. No 

doubt many other hidden stories await.  

 

Thank you all for the support for The RAG over the years! 
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Village Hall News 
 

The Village Hall Committee is now looking to begin to offer social events within the 

village, in addition to keeping the hall in good shape, and available for hire. We have 

also taken delivery of a professional dish washer so at last an end to late nights up 

to the elbows in increasingly cold water. Won’t know ourselves! 

 

Wine and Cheese - Fri 30 July 6.00 

until 8.00 

Free only for village residents 

Children welcome too! 

As you read this we may already have 

held our “Getting to know you” free 

wine and cheese evening, if you came we 

hope you enjoyed the refreshments and 

possibly getting to meet other folk who 

call Combe Raleigh “home”. 

 

 

Fun Afternoon - Mon 30 August from 2.00 

until 6.00 all welcome. 

Our next event is a Fun Afternoon, held behind the 

Hall. 

Bouncy Castle, skittles, children’s games and more! 

Bring a picnic and your favourite tipple and watch or 

join the young or young at heart running, throwing 

or bouncing.  

No charge and hopefully another chance to socialise  

So reserve the date 

 

 

Traditional Harvest Supper - Sat 9 October  

19.00 until late 

Enjoy a full Roast Beef, three course feast using local 

ingredients 

Followed by a raffle and Gift Auction  

Some of the proceeds will be divided with the Church. 

Entry by ticket only 

Licensed Bar 

Watch out for the posters for more details  



 6 

Village Hall  AGM 

 
The Village Hall AGM was held on 22 June 2021 in the Village Hall. Brian Churchill 

(Chairman) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.   

 

The Chairman informed the meeting that events in 2019 had gone very well, with 

the final one being the Xmas tea in December 2019, after which Covid regulations 

brought all events to a standstill.  He thanked Malcolm Edwards for putting on the 

only event in 2020, the fireworks display on Guy Fawkes night, which unfortunately 

could only be watched from peoples’ own homes.    

 

The Chairman mentioned the changes to the committee since the last AGM, 

thanking Peter Smith, Kay Belben and Ann Rickson for all their hard work following 

their resignations from the committee.  He also thanked all the other members for 

their help and dedication, with particular reference to Rob Sexton and Sara Evans 

for their respective roles as Secretary and Treasurer.  Sara had left the village but 

was nevertheless willing to continue in the role for 12 months from the date of 

moving or until someone is found to replace her, whichever is the sooner.   

 

He also mentioned Nikki Baker, who had been cleaning the hall for us for several 

years but had now decided to give it up.  It was agreed that a bunch of flowers 

should be given to her as a thank you for all her hard work, especially during 

lockdown.  A replacement is now being sought.   

 

Since the last AGM two working parties have 

tidied the garden, cleaned the steps and 

replaced the warning strips.  The phone box at 

the entrance to the hall has now been officially 

purchased by the hall and Brian thanked Jamie 

Palmer who fitted it out with shelving for books, 

magazines, DVDs, etc which villagers are 

welcome to take and donate. 

 

He said that Little Critters have restarted their 

operations with much new interest and he gave 

thanks to Esme Moffett and Helen Williams for 

running it.   

 

In conclusion he said it had been a very quiet 

year so far and the hall committee will hopefully 

be running a limited number of events, including 

some new ones.   



 7 

Village Hall AGM (continued) 

 
Sara Evans circulated the Income and Expenditure accounts, showing an overall  

profit for the year of £7,724.54.  This was largely due to a Covid grant of £10,000 

provided by the Government for all village halls.  It was suggested that we should 

return some of the grant to the Government as it was not really needed. Serena 

Sexton suggested a better idea would be to donate some to local charities, to which 

the Chairman agreed, subject to the financial position being as favourable at the end 

of the next financial year.   

 

Due to Covid, there was very little revenue from hire of the hall, £378.31 in total, 

mainly from Hush Farms and Sue Farrell’s dog sessions.  The refund on insurance 

was due to the cancellation of the fireworks display.  The high electricity and water 

bills were due to all estimated bills and the latest electricity bill is in credit by c. 

£400.  The Treasurer said she was negotiating with the companies in order to 

rationalise any amounts charged. The only other expenditure was for the fireworks 

and the Xmas tree, with the decision having been made for the village hall to pay for 

both these items.   

 

In line with the Constitution, Laurence Clarke and Sara Evans stood down as 

longest serving members of the Committee.   Both agreed to continue as members 

and were duly elected. Brian Churchill stated he was willing to continue as 

Chairman and was duly elected. Ann Rickson was also elected to the Committee.  

 

The  Committee Members and Officers are: 

Brian Churchill (Chairman), Kay Churchill, Laurence Clarke, Sara Evans (Treasurer), 

David Jackson, Michelle Kennedy, Esme Moffett, Ann Rickson, Rob Sexton 

(Secretary), and Helen Williams. 

 

Michelle Kennedy agreed to check if the Committee has the required number of 

members under the Constitution.  It was explained that several requests had gone 

out for additional members, but no volunteers had come forward.  Serena Sexton 

suggested an approach to the Community College, as some students are doing 

courses which require them to be involved in local community projects and 

associations.   
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Important Reminder About the Village’s Defibrillator  

(which has already helped to save one life) 

Dear villagers, 

I write to remind you and inform new residents about the village defibrillator. It’s 

also called an AED ( Automatic External Defibrillator). Hopefully it won’t be needed 

but it’s a good precaution for the village to have one. It is situated in the porch of 

the village hall, up the stairs and turn right. (Postcode is EX14 4TQ) 

 

If you find someone collapsed and unresponsive the most important thing to do is 

summon help immediately. You may want to send a runner to do this if there is 

more than one person attending but don’t start CPR without calling for assistance 

first. Call 999 and arrange for paramedic help. In the meantime once you know that 

help is on the way or a runner is summoning help you can return to the patient and 

may need to offer help including CPR. 

 

In assessing a collapsed individual medics use the ABC system: Airway, Breathing 

Circulation. If the chin is pushed down towards the chest gently lift up to open the 

airway. Listen with your ear over the mouth while looking for the chest rising and 

falling. Then try to feel a pulse in the neck. You can practice feeling on yourself or 

family but, if you aren’t sure, don’t waste too much time. If the patient is not 

breathing and there is no pulse (circulation) then CPR is needed to keep the patient 

alive until help in the form of the defib or paramedics arrive. CPR consists of 30 

chest compressions alternating with 2 breathes to the mouth. The mouth breaths 

are difficult even for professionals. If you can’t do the breaths or they are not 

working or you don’t want to then just do chest compressions - they can be 

effective on their own. Try to do what CPR you can until the defib or help arrives.  

 

When the defib arrives put the pads on the patient as the instructions advise. Try to 

keep CPR going if possible while doing this. Turn the defib on then briefly stop CPR. 

It will automatically analyse the heart rhythm and advise if CPR or a shock is 

needed. It will continue to guide you on what to do. This YouTube video https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=fb29LCjX4-E is a nice clear concise 5 minute summary.  

 

Although rarely needed, I would encourage villagers to have a look at the defib and 

familiarise themselves. The cabinet opens by twisting the cover anti-clockwise. 

There is an alarm when opened but it goes off as soon as it closed 

again.  Feel free to practice opening the cabinet and look at the 

defib so you are familiar with it in case of an emergency.   

 

John Twaddle 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fb29LCjX4-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fb29LCjX4-E
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Village Oil Ordering Scheme 

Dear villagers, 

I live at Windgate Farm on the outskirts of the village, having moved here a few 

years ago with my partner, Peter. 

I run the oil ordering syndicate for the village, with the aim that buying in bulk could 

deliver us a better price! 

The way it works is when someone has a need for oil, they send me an email.  I 

then email the rest of the group asking for if they have requirements, and then send 

a bulk order off to the supplier.   

If anyone is interested in being added to the oil order syndicate group, they should 

send me an email to: elainejm@hotmail.co.uk 

Elaine Miller 

Windgate Farm 

 

Reporting Problems with Highways and Byways to Devon CC 
The webpage www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem allows you to 

report all sorts of problems (eg potholes; flooding; overgrown vegetation; fallen 

trees; obstructions and absent signage on public rights of way).  

 

 

 

 

There is a map on the website that 

allows you to pinpoint the problem 

and add details.  

 

These screenshots (July 2021) show 

the map of local footpaths (no 

problems reported) and the details for 

some highways defects that have been  

reported.  

Even if a problem has been reported, it 

is often worth re-reporting it if you 

have new evidence of the problem or 

of an incident that has resulted. 

mailto:elainejm@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem
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St Nicholas Church News 

 

 

 

There is an article elsewhere in ‘The Rag’ where you can read about the Open  

Gardens weekend which, thanks to such glorious weather and the combined efforts 

of all who made it possible, resulted in two such happy afternoons. Particular thanks 

go to those who opened their gardens and allowed a glimpse into their carefully 

tended plots, and to the talented bakers in the village who supplied those delicious 

cakes. 

 

For the present we continue with our two church services each month and await 

further advice as post-lockdown guidance takes effect. Hopefully we will soon be 

serving coffee and tea after each service and resuming our social half hour or so 

which has been sorely missed during these past 17 months.  

 

Services for August   8th (Eucharist) and 22nd (lay-led) 

         September 6th (Eucharist) and 20th (lay-led) 

 
An advance notice is that we are planning our Harvest Festival for Sunday 3rd 

October and hope you will be able to come and celebrate with us. Harvest  

celebrations are very special in rural communities where a good number of people 

still make a living from the land and traditional hymns such as ‘We plough the fields 

and scatter’ have particular significance. 

 

 

         Ruth and Rosemary 
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Little Critters Update 
 

 

We returned to the village hall in April 

having not been there for 13 months, and it 

felt really good to be back.  

 

Obviously, it was different. We'd had to 

spread things out, wear masks and remove 

song time from the end of the session, but it 

felt so good to be reunited.  

 

 

Sadly, we'd lost a few families whose children had started school or 

work schedules had changed, but we also welcomed several new 

families to the group which has been wonderful.  

 

The absence of Little Critters made us all appreciate how important 

these informal groups are to young families, for the parents and the 

children, and being back together has been brilliant.  

 

 

 

 

Little Critters takes place in Combe Raleigh 

Village Hall on Tuesday mornings (term time) 

from 9.30-11.30am. It costs £2/family to attend. If 

you would like to attend then please just come 

along, or contact Esme Moffett on 07738008370 

for more information.  

 

 

 

If you have had a clear out in lockdown and are looking to 

rehome old books or toys (in good condition) then we are always 

keen for donations, please just get in 

touch.  



 12 

Local History this month’s memories have been shared by Norman  

Pulman. If you have any Combe Raleigh memories or historical documents/

photographs, please send them to raleighrag@gmail.com or contact the team 

who can arrange scanning and/or collection.        
 

Norman Pulman’s home in the 1930s was The Mill. He remembers Collinshayes 

Farm burning down - empty at the time. Collinshayes was opposite The Mill, later a 

new house was built in the field above. Mr and Mrs Miller bought Collinshayes and 

farmed there for a number of years. One of the first farmers to buy a Grey 

Ferguson Tractor. 

‘I went to school in Combe Raleigh. During warm weather our teacher Miss Eileen 

Ward would take us into the churchyard where we would sit in the shade of the 

yew tree at the back of the church and there she would read to us. There was a 

small gate at the back of the school leading to the churchyard. At the start of 

WWII, several evacuees arrived in the village and they had their own Jewish school 

in the Village Hall with their own teachers. 

Miller and Lilley used to come through the village with a horse and four wheeled 

wagon delivering coal and chicken-food. Then down Mill Land and up to Woodhayes 

and Shaugh. This Right of Way is now closed. Mr Hemsly used to call delivering 

paraffin and soap. He also had a shop in New Street, Honiton. They lived in 

Stockers Cottage up the lane above the church in Combe Raleigh. 

During WWII, the Germans dropped a small bomb in a field between the Mill and 

Combe Raleigh Cross - it did no damage. They also dropped a landmine in a field 

between Langford Bridge and Lower Crook (Crook Dairy Farm) - this injured and 

killed some cows and damaged the farmhouse. Several windows were also broken in 

the thatched cottage opposite Shaugh turning belonging to Harry Trim.  This was 

demolished after the war and rebuilt as Langdale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norman’s  

grandfather was 

Robert  

Pulman a  

local builder.  
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In this photograph, Robert Pulman’s (left-hand side) team are building the house 

above the Village Hall for a Miss Fursdon (school teacher). Two of the workers are 

Reg (Norman’s father) and Jim Pulman; also seen is Bill Maine (carpenter) with saw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Pulman built this summer-house at Hill Cott (now Hill House retirement home) for 

the Moncrief family. He also built the Village Hall and in the late 1930s he built the extension 

at the end of the hall. Mr Pulman farmed at Allerbeare; his builders yard and workshop was 

at the top of Windgate Lane. After the war, he built his retirement home known as 

Sunnyside to this day. 
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A Gem in the Heart of Honiton by Jamie Palmer 
 

Even during lockdown, Professor Chris Whitty urged us 

all to take a single piece of exercise each day.  Being dog 

owners, my wife and I are out and about every day, in all 

weathers and are always on the look-out for new places 

to explore – from Combe Raleigh, we are blessed with 

such wonderful walks. 

 

Recently, we have unearthed a hidden gem in the heart 

of Honiton and maybe one that you are not aware of – 

The Glen, a Victorian water garden.  

 

But how do you get to this gem? The simplest access is a    

footpath on the southern side of the railway bridge on New 

Street (opposite the station) but at the top of this path, the 

signs stop! At the top of the path, sharp right and follow the 

track to the “grand” entrance. 

 

Improvements have been made in 

recent years thanks to The 

Friends of Glen – an army of volunteers working with 

the town council – and a genuine oasis of peace and 

tranquillity awaits.  Almost a tropical feeling as you 

meander through the valley, water trickling past, wildlife 

flourishing.  

Benches dotted around allow you to “take the weight 

off” and enjoy the peaceful 

surroundings – a world away 

from the hustle and bustle of 

the high street and the drone of the A30.  One particularly 

well-sited bench provides this lovely view north to St 

Cyres, and almost our little village! 

On our walk today in the sunshine, we imagined those 

Victorian ladies strolling by the water in their finery, 

parasols in-hand. The Glen is a lovely local piece of history 

that should be seen and protected. 

 

If you have any local hidden gems to share, please 

send details to raleighrag@gmail.com.    
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Hair of the Dog by Val Moran 
 

My daughter and her family have a foster dog, whom they adore. She is a cocker 

spaniel called Sam.  She’s nearly eleven years old, and she is living with Jenny, Paul, 

Alex and Laura while her real family are overseas.   have to say she is a very sweet 

old lady, welcome any time chez Moran. 

 

Earlier this summer the whole foster family were on a camping holiday in North 

Devon.  Late on the Saturday evening Laura, Alex and Sam were in bed in the tent, 

whilst Jenny and Paul had a final drink outside, watching the sun go down over 

Lundy.  Suddenly a very upset Laura rushes out of the tent.  “Daddy, Jenny – Sam 

has fallen out of bed.  She has collapsed on the floor and can’t get up!”. 

 

Absolute pandemonium ensues.  They manage to get Sam onto her four feet, but 

she staggers all over the tent, bumping into things and falling over. They wonder 

what they can possibly do?  How to find a vet, miles from anywhere, on a Saturday 

evening, in an area they don’t really know?  She really is quite an old dog – she 

seems unable to see… Weeping children, panicking adults… 

 

Suddenly, light dawns.  On the floor of the tent, someone spots an upturned half-

empty cider bottle, and the remains of a glass of a rather nice Burgundy… Sam is 

squiffy.  Three sheets in the wind.  Plastered, actually.  She has had the canine 

equivalent of a skin full… 

 

After a cooling drink of water, Sam is popped back into her bed, tucked in, and her 

brow is soothed by little Laura until she goes back to sleep.  She was very subdued 

dog the next day, rather fragile, I understand.  Avoided bright light and loud 

noises…  Suffice it to say that all alcoholic drinks are now very carefully kept out of 

her reach, although I doubt she’ll develop a taste for it! 
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Tick Alert 

 

Whilst on the subject of our canine friends, here is a timely reminder as we all 

enjoy the summer months outdoors about avoiding and dealing with pesky ticks 

that can carry Lyme Disease.  

 

You cannot feel ticks walking on you or biting you. 

They can walk ANYWHERE inside your clothes. 

Ticks are most active in summer but can bite all 

year round. Ticks are found in city parks and gar-

dens, the countryside and especially forests and 

bushy areas. Ticks are found all over Britain. 

 

How do I prevent tick bites? 

Wear clothes that cover your skin, and tuck everything in. Spray permethrin on 

your clothes and insect repellent with Deet on your skin (but not your face). Deet 

can be used safely on any part of the body except the face. Use a picnic cloth -  

don’t sit directly on grass. After a walk in the countryside, throw your clothes 

into the tumble dryer for 30 minutes to kill any ticks that may be on them. Teach 

your children to recognise ticks, and to tell you if they spot one on the family pet 

or each other. 

 

How do I look for attached ticks? 

Check yourself for ticks every 4 hours, or after you come in from the garden or 

countryside. Look for ticks in your warm crevices, including your belly button, 

groin including genitals, armpits, between your toes and behind your knees. Look 

under snug waistbands, bra straps and tight socks. Have a “tick buddy” look at 

the back of your neck, behind your ears and around your hairline. 

 

How do I remove ticks? 

Use fine-tipped tweezers or a tick-removal tool. You can buy these from some 

pharmacies, vets and pet shops. 

Grasp the tick as close to the skin as possible. 

Slowly pull upwards, taking care not to squeeze or crush the tick. Dispose of it 

when you have removed it. Clean the bite with antiseptic or soap and water. 

 

NHS advice:  Contact your GP if you've been bitten by a tick or visited 

an area in the past 3 months where ticks might be and you develop flu-

like symptoms such as feeling hot and shivery, headaches, aching  

muscles or feeling sick, or a round or oval shape rash.   

More details at Lyme disease - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Lyme-disease/
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Open Gardens Weekend - 17/18 July -  An amazing profit of £1,521 

What fantastic weather we were blessed with for our Open Gardens weekend! 

After some torrential rain in the preceding week we could not have asked for 

anything better. 

Our first visitors arrived promptly at 1.00pm, anxious to fit as much as possible into 

the afternoon. There were nine gardens to visit, all of them so very different from 

each other, and each of them waiting to welcome admirers. After the gardens, 

afternoon tea with scones, jam and clotted cream followed by mouth-watering 

homemade cakes. 

Altogether nearly two hundred people flocked to the village with some of Saturday’s 

visitors returning the following day to continue their tour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The success of the weekend would not have been possible without the commitment 

and generosity of so many of you – garden openers in particular, whose green-

fingered efforts over many months resulted in displays worthy of the Chelsea Flower 

Show – cake bakers whose range of gateaux and sponges would have won prizes in 

any Bake-off competition – those who did duty in gardens whose owners were away 

– and anyone else who contributed in any way to the weekend’s success. 

 

Finally of course, although they will not be aware of it, we should thank everyone 

who visited us from both near and far. We had so many favourable comments. The 

weather, totally beyond our control, was magnificent, even a little too hot – but no 

real grumbles there. 



 18 

 

 



 19 



 20 

Music for a Summer Night at Coryhill 

   or 

The Night We Were Rained On But Not Rained Off ! 
 

Hurrah!  Time for the long-awaited gala night at Coryhill, the home of Chris and 

Caroline Paget, postponed from last summer. The weather was changeable during 

the day, but the evening promised well.  

 

 

When I arrived some thirty 

minutes before the concert was 

due to start a considerable 

audience of picnickers was already 

in place round the beautiful lake 

and lovely gardens, and more were 

arriving.   

 

 

 

The usual Coryhill event happy atmosphere 

was in evidence, as folk settled in their folding 

chairs, unpacked their food,  poured their 

drinks and greeted friends old and new, to the 

accompaniment of cheery music from the 

Honiton Town Band. 

 

The concert was in aid of Exeter Cathedral 

Music Foundation Trust, and we were 

welcomed by the Dean of Exeter, the Very 

Revd Jonathan Greener, to a performance of very varied music, by young people of 

the University of Exeter Chapel Choir, directed by Michael Graham and 

accompanied by David Davies. There is a certain kind of singing that lends itself to 

outdoor performance, and the madrigals, part songs, folk songs and spirituals with 

which they opened their performance drifted across the garden and down to the 

lake.  The audience was rapt. 

 

However, these peaceful moments were not to last. The sky darkened and rumbles 

of thunder were heard.  The rain started to fall as the choir sang the old Flanders 

and Swann number “Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud” with enthusiastic and hilarious 

audience participation.  By the time our delightful singers began, appropriately 

enough, Gershwin’s “Summertime”, the rain was biblical. 
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Before the rains came 
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Music for a Summer Night at Coryhill (continued) 
 

However, it was time for the interval, 

so the audience took the opportunity 

to reorganize.  Several locals dashed 

home along the flooded lane for dry 

clothes, towels and black bin-liners, 

chairs were upturned to drain, water 

emptied out of Tupperware boxes and 

wine glasses. Sadly, many of the audi-

ence felt it was best to leave at this 

point, but many didn’t, and for a little 

while our faith was rewarded.   

 

 

 

We were able to enjoy Exeter’s very 

own Three Tenors ( Matthew Jeffrey, 

Luke Sprague and Michael Graham), 

who gave us a splendid rendition of O 

Sole Mio. This little tribute to Pavarot-

ti was somewhat ironic, because his 

Concert in the Park in 1991 was also 

subjected to a deluge.   I don’t know 

how much that audience heard above 

the rain drumming on their brollies, 

but we did very well at Coryhill!    

 

Another solo, this time from Ferdia Fitzsimmons, her voice ringing out brilliantly.  

But then, sadly, the rain became heavier and heavier, and inevitably the programme 

had to be truncated. But it did finish with a rousing performance of Bohemian Rhap-

sody, which allowed us to if not exactly dance, to at least sway a little in time to the 

music! 

 

It was great that Chris and Caroline had the confidence to go 

ahead with the event, which raised a large amount of money for 

the Trust. It was a calm, warm evening so nothing came to 

harm, and I think a good time was had by all, despite the rain.  

Actually, the rain was so very heavy that all you could do was 

laugh, really – and perhaps look forward to the next time! 

 

Val M 
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What’s On Further Afield - Film, Music, Arts, Shows 

 
With the re-opening of cinemas, community centres, agricultural shows and food 

fares there is a lot to do and see locally over the coming weeks. Here are just a few 

things to enjoy. 

 

The Honiton Agricultural Show: 5 – 6 August 

This year the Honiton Show will take place over 2 whole days! First time in its 130 year 

history 

 

 

The Sidmouth Folk Festival: 

30 July – 6 August  

 A week-long seaside celebration of music, dance and 

song. Since 1955. 

 

Festival On The Hills:  

Fri 13 Aug 2021 6:00 PM - Sun 15 Aug 2021 11:00 PM   

(Smeatharpe Stadium) 

Some amazing local bands, Tribute bands and all round good weekend of music and  

entertainment, In the stunning Devon Hills 

 

Honiton Gate to Plate - Saturday 21 August 2021 

Honiton Gate to Plate returns to Honiton High Street for a 3rd year on 70+ local food, 

drink and craft producers Music and entertainment Supported by Honiton Town Council 

 

 https://www.thelmahulbert.com   has a new travelling 

Creative Cabin for art activities, talks and more this 

summer between 1 June - 31 August. 

Our Creative Cabin will be visiting The Donkey Sanctuary 

on 9 and 10 August with ‘Completely Batty’ fun activities 

for all the family! Drop in any time between 11am and 3pm.  

 

Under 5s Creative sessions (free and run on the last Thursday of every month) 

- outside in the THG garden with artist Laurel Coxon. The sessions are play-based 

and sensory - just bring your imaginations and curiosity. 

Time: 1.30 - 3.00pm  

https://www.thelmahulbert.com
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   https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/ has a great programme of 

events, including:  

Cinema : 

In the Heights (PG) – 13/14 August  

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (U) – 26 August 

Together Again Summer Concert – Andre Rieu – 28 August  

National Theatre Live – Follies (12A) – 10 September  

Live music :  

Johnny Cash revisited – 7 August 

The Beehive Acoustic Café – 18 August  

Phil Beer ( Show of Hands ) Solo show – 17 September  

Sound of The Sirens – 25 September  
 

  https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/  has lots of art exhibitions, 

classes and craft fares on over the next weeks including : 

 

Sidmouth Food Festival  - Saturday14 August 10:00am - 04:30pm  

Craft Fair with West Country Crafters - Saturday 28 August 10:00am - 

04:00pm  

A variety of locally made jewellery, pottery, knitting, photography and cards will be 

on offer. There will also be some food stalls on the lawn with coffee, cakes, pre-

serves and much more. 

 

 

 

 

https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/
https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/%20
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Combe Raleigh Cuisine  

Please send your seasonal favourites to raleighrag@gmail.com. 

This month’s recipe for Nut Roast (from BBC Good Food) is recommended 

by David Jackson. He says that it: takes a bit of time to prepare but makes six 

portions and freezes well; is made even better by the tomato sauce; and defi-

nitely contains NUTS.  

 
 

Ingredients 
 

For the Nut Roast 

• 1 tbsp olive oil 

• 15g butter 

• 1 large onion, finely chopped 

• 2 sticks celery, finely chopped 

• 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

• 200g chestnut mushrooms, finely chopped 

• 1 red pepper, halved, deseeded and finely diced 

• 1 large carrot, grated 

• 1 tsp dried oregano 

• 1 tsp smoked paprika 

• 100g red lentils 

• 2 tbsp tomato purée 

• 300ml vegetable stock 

• 100g fresh breadcrumbs 

• 150g mixed nuts such as walnuts, pecans, hazelnuts and Brazil nuts, roughly 

chopped 

• 3 large eggs, lightly beaten 

• 100g mature cheddar, grated 

• handful flat-leaf parsley, finely chopped 

 

For the tomato sauce 

• 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

• 2 garlic cloves, finely sliced 

• 1 sprig rosemary 

• 400ml passata 

 
Method on following page 
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Method 
 

1. Heat the oven to 180C/ fan 160C/ gas 4 and line the base and sides of a 1.5 

litre loaf tin with parchment paper. 

2. Heat 1 tbsp olive oil and 15g butter in a large frying pan and cook 1 finely 

chopped large onion and 2 finely chopped celery sticks for about 5 mins until 

beginning to soften. 

3. Stir in 2 finely chopped garlic cloves and 200g finely chopped chestnut mush-

rooms and cook for a further 10 mins. 

4. Stir in 1 finely diced red pepper and 1 grated carrot and cook for about 3 

mins then add 1 tsp dried oregano and 1 tsp smoked paprika and cook for 

just a minute. 

5. Add 100g red lentils and 2 tbsp tomato purée and cook for about 1 min, then 

add 300ml vegetable stock and simmer over a very gentle heat until all the 

liquid has been absorbed and the mixture is fairly dry. This should take about 

25 minutes. Set aside to cool. 

6. Finally, stir in 100g fresh breadcrumbs, 150g chopped mixed nuts, 3 lightly 

beaten large eggs, 100g grated mature cheddar, a handful of finely chopped 

flat-leaf parsley and a pinch of salt and some ground black pepper. 

7. Stir to mix well then spoon the mixture into the prepared tin and press 

down the surface. 

8. Cover with foil and bake for 30 mins, then remove the foil and bake for a 

further 20 mins until firm when pressed gently. 

9. Meanwhile, to make the sauce, heat 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil very gently 

then add 2 finely sliced garlic cloves and 1 rosemary sprig and heat without 

colouring. 

10. Pour in 400ml passata and add a pinch of salt and some ground black pep-

per. Simmer gently for just 15 mins. 

11. Allow the loaf to cool in the tin for about 10 mins then turn out onto a serv-

ing board or plate. Remove the baking paper and cut into slices and serve 

with a little of the tomato sauce. 

12. To make a vegan nut roast, use an extra tbsp of oil in place of butter, no 

cheese and 3 tbsp egg replacer. Bake your nut roast for 1 hour. The loaf will 

still be soft in the middle after cooking. 

13. It can be cooked in advance and then chilled, sliced and reheated to make it 

easier to serve. 
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 Local advertising - free advertising for anybody who lives in Combe  

Raleigh or who regularly trades there - please send your details to  

raleighrag@gmail.com 

 
                            
 

 
 

Airfield Classic Cars 

Specialists in classic car restoration, re-

pair, maintenance and servicing 

Tel: 01404 891713 

Email: info@airfieldclassics.co.uk 

Churchill’s Body Repairs Est 1986 

We carry out insurance and private work 

to all vehicles in our fully equipped body 

repair shop. 

Tel: 01404 42441 or 07810 373870 

Nicky Salter Counselling 

Confidential counselling service 

Tel: 01404 519181 or 07922317465 

Email: salternichola@gmail.com 

Tip Top Trees 

Specialists in tree work; landscaping and 

fence works; general gardening; logs 

Tel: 01404 47103 

Email: info@tiptoptrees.co.uk 

Hello,  

My name is David and my wife is Carole, we are so pleased to have moved into ‘Oak 

Tree Cottage’ in March taking over from the lovely Peter and Lizzie Smith. 

We moved from Sevenoaks, Kent where Carole worked as a teaching assistant and I 

as a physical training instructor.  

After retiring I took up yoga to help heal my body from years of physical trauma, 

and as the old saying goes if you want to learn about something then teach it and so 

I went off to India to a small Ashram just outside of Mysore to learn about 

traditional yoga and also to teach yoga. 

I have been teaching now for over ten years and return most years to practice and 

continue to learn this ancient art. Lately it’s been my pleasure to be able to take 

students to the Ashram to immerse them in traditional yoga.  

Having moved here to Combe Raleigh I would like to continue teaching. 

If you are interested in learning or practicing yoga please contact myself on 549583 

or dgoldring0@gmail.com. I am at present unsure what might be the best time and 

day/days people might be interested so please if you would like to try or start again 

let me know your preference.  

It was lovely to have spent time looking at the lovely gardens and meeting so many 

people from the village yesterday at the open garden weekend, and hope to meet 

you all as the year unfolds.  

David and Carole Goldring  

 

 

 



 28 

Useful Contact Information 

Emergency and Help Services 

Emergency No (All Services) 999 (112 from mobile worldwide) 

Non-Emergency (Police)  101 

Non-Emergency (Medical)  111 

Samaritans      116 123 

Citizen’s Advice     01404 44213 

Childline      0800 1111 

Age UK Advice Line     0800 6781602 

Trip (Meal deliveries for the vulnerable)  01404 46529  

Devon Freewheelers  (Prescription deliveries)  0300 800 0109  

Kings Centre Foodbank    01404 43800 Volunteers needed for a 

wide variety of support - please contact the Advice Line: 01404- 354080 

Neighbourhood Watch (Rob Sexton)            01404 41362  rob@sexton.me.uk 

 

Medical 

Honiton Hospital   01404 540540 

Honiton Surgery   01404 548544 

Honiton Coronavirus Information 01404 384050 Mon-Fri 1000–1600  

 

Devon CC General enquiries 0345 155 1015 customer@devon.gov.uk 

Cllr Iain Chubb   07932 459595 iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 

Highways and Rights of Way 0345 155 1004 csc.roads@devon.gov.uk 

East Devon District Council  

General enquiries   01404 515616        csc@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Cllr Colin Brown 01404 42309 / 07761 281156           cbrown@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Cllr David Key 01404 861287 / 07961 428524             dkey@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting 

Chairman (Brian Churchill)           01404 42441          kay.churchill@btconnect.com 

Combe Raleigh Village Hall 

Chairman (Brian Churchill)  01404 42441         kay.churchill@btconnect.com 

Secretary (Rob Sexton)  01404 41362         rob@sexton.me.uk 

St Nicholas Church 

Rector  (Revd Sue Roberts)  01404 44035   office@honitoncofe.org 

Churchwardens    Ruth Hitchcock         01404 43166  

    and  Rosemary Mapleston 01404 47156 

Secretary (Val Moran), Treasurer (Lisa Clarke), PCC members (Valerie Brabrook, Colin 

Hattle-Spence, Gill Jackson, Audrey Potbury, Carol Thompson) 

Little Critters (Esme Moffat)  01404 46569            esme_wilson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Raleigh Rag and Village Website  

David Jackson   01404 45425        davidjackson1345@me.com 

Val and Mark Moran   01404 41107        markmoran@btinternet.com 

Jill Wardle    01392 581200       raleighrag@gmail.com 

Michelle Kennedy (Website) 01404 548813       tidewater56@live.com 


