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The Raleigh Rag and Village Website 
 

Published for the Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting by volunteers: David 
Jackson, Val and Mark Moran, Michelle Kennedy, and Jill Wardle. 
Contact details for queries and submissions are on the final page.  
Distributed by village email and as hard copy on request. Also published on 
the village website http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/ 
 
 
Next Edition  
The Raleigh Rag is usually published every two months. Please send articles 
and pictures for inclusion or for the website to raleighrag@gmail.com. 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 15 July 2021. 
 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed are those of the contributors. Whilst every effort has been 
taken to ensure that the information included is accurate, responsibility cannot be 
accepted for any omissions or inaccurate information. We reserve the right to edit 
any contribution for the purpose of clarity, consistency and layout limitations. By 
supplying material for publication, you are giving consent for its publication on the 
village website at http://comberaleigh.org/combe-raleigh-village/ 
 
 

Copyright 
The contents of this magazine may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, repub-
lished, downloaded, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means 
without the prior written permission of The Raleigh Rag. You may not distribute, 
display or copy any of the contents of the pages contained in this magazine to third 
parties without the prior written permission of The Raleigh Rag. 
All images shown in this magazine are the property of The Raleigh Rag unless oth-
erwise accredited to another. Images may not be used without the prior written 
permission of The Raleigh Rag or the accredited owner. 
Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the 
pages in this magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of 
the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of 
those works. If permission is sought and given, it is expected that all articles/
images be accredited to either The Raleigh Rag or the author of said articles/
images. 

 
Copyright © 2021 The Raleigh Rag 

All rights reserved 
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Raleigh  Rag 
Issue 179    June 2021 

Raleigh Rag – Survey Results by Michelle Kennedy 
A big Thank You to all who took the time to fill in and return the  
questionnaire. Your views have really helped to confirm that the Raleigh 
Rag is still wanted and valued and that most of the topics we cover are still 
of interest. We also have lots of ideas about new things and now have a 
clear way forward. Most of you are content to receive the new style  
Raleigh Rag by email (and on the website) and we have details of those who 
require a paper copy.   
The questionnaire was sent to all 110 addresses in the parish with a 
stamped addressed envelope for returns. This was to get as many  
responses as possible. In previous years we have only had a handful of  
replies when seeking to get interest in what the Raleigh Rag should include. 
The questionnaire was sent out with a covering letter explaining its  
purpose and to find out if there is appetite for continuing with a community 
newsletter. We wanted to know if people knew about the Raleigh Rag and 
whether they would like to receive a free digital copy every two months. 
Specific questions were asked about topics people would like to see as well 
as space to suggest new items / comments. For those not on email we  
allowed the option of a paper copy. In addition, we took the  
opportunity to find out if people would like to contribute articles; be willing 

to assist with  
administration; help 
with distribution etc.  
These results have 
been very  
encouraging. We have 
had 40 replies, which 
is 36% of those sent 
out. This is a good 
result for a survey of 
this kind and way 
above anything we 

have had before. All respondents were aware of the Raleigh Rag and all 
wanted to receive a free copy.  
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Raleigh Rag – Survey Results (continued)  
Most respondents (92.5% – 100 %) said they wanted most of the topics 
suggested although slightly fewer people wanted Church News (75%), Bell 
Ringers Updates (73%) and Travel writing (82%). As well as positive  
responses to most questions we have had several people volunteer to  
contribute articles and help with distribution and administration. 
Additional topics people would like included: * Details of local services 
(not professional adverts) e.g. gardening, handy man, babysitting, dog walk-
ing * Local walks * Planning notices * Neighbourhood Watch * A children’s 
page * History of old buildings * Care in the Community * News of people 
coming to and leaving the village * News of births, deaths and marriages *  
And a few things not wanted: a Letters Page and Editorials. 
 
Raleigh Rag - What next? by David Jackson 
Firstly, a big thank you to the Rag Team who organised the recent survey; 
the first time we have really asked the questions and you responded  
magnificently! Early days yet, but the team will work towards  
incorporating the changes you suggested. This issue sees the recipes page 
return and we are looking to involve the children who have been sadly 
overlooked so far! Does anybody fancy the idea of generating a children’s 
page? Let us know! 
The suggestion of an elected Rag Team under the auspices of the Parish 
Meeting has been aired and as a result we are moving towards a more  
formal structure. We will contact those of you who have been kind enough 
to volunteer and welcome other offers of help.  
We are developing a new team and warmly welcome Jill Wardle as our 
Compositor for the foreseeable future. Please note our new email  address 
for your articles, photos and any queries is raleighrag@gmail.com. We also 
say a fond Rag farewell and huge THANK YOU to Michelle. Michelle will 
still administer the Village Website and produce her beautiful posters for 
upcoming events. Val and Mark are reducing their involvement after more 
than ten years as volunteers keeping the Rag alive.  I am sure Val and Mark 
will continue to be the centre of village life too -  we are so fortunate to 
have people like these to keep our small community on track, such is the 
way of village life! 
So we look forward to our next issue, Number 180,  which marks thirty 
years. A minor but interesting snapshot of a community in rural Britain, 
some of us may not make another thirty years but at least we have left a 
small mark to posterity! How different will Combe Raleigh look in 2051?  
We hope that you will be happy with the new look Raleigh Rag as 

it develops and continue to find it interesting and informative. 
Once again Thank You for your views 
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Parish Meeting - 20 May 2021(full Minutes on village website)  
The Annual Parish Meeting, held in the Village Hall, was chaired by Brian 
Churchill , and attended by Cllr Iain Chubb DCC, Cllr Colin Brown EDDC, 
and 30 parishioners. The Chairman thanked James and Sara Evans for  
facilitating Zoom meetings during the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
It was reported that, according to the East Devon Planning web site, the 
planning application in respect of Barn Close Kennels had still to be  
determined. Colin Brown offered to discuss this with the planning  
department. 
 
It was proposed that Brian Churchill should be reappointed as Chairman; 
no further nominations were received and, therefore, Brian Churchill was 
reappointed for the 2021/2022. 
 
Once again, no nominations were received for the vacant position of 
Clerk. The Chairman was hopeful that a paid Clerk may be able to be  
engaged later in the year. In the absence of a Clerk, John Brabrook agreed 
to continue as the Meeting’s treasurer. Ian Downs, the Meetings current  
internal auditor, was reappointed as auditor for the 2021/2022.  
 
The following were re-appointed: Tony Dezell - Parish Plan Committee 
Chairman; David Rosewell - Emergency Officer; Laurence Clarke – Tree 
Warden. 
 
Colin Brown reported that the District Council’s Annual Meeting would be 
held at Westpoint, Exeter, and EDDC’s parking charges are not being  
increased this year. Iain Chubb advised the Meeting that he had been  
re-elected as a County Councillor. The County Council’s Annual Meeting 
will be held at Sandy Park, Exeter. 
 
A new Village Hall committee was elected at the AGM on 18 May 2021. A 
number of the existing committee members had left the village and new 
members were always welcome. There is also a vacancy for a cleaner to 
undertake weekly cleaning. The village ‘’Little Critters’’ group has started 
back and a wine and cheese evening is planned for July. 
 
The lockdown had caused problems in not only providing copy for the  
Raleigh Rag, but also in distributing the newsletter. A consultation exercise 
had been undertaken (see page 3 and 4). It was emphasized that the  
Raleigh Rag was under control of the Chairman and officers of the Parish 
Meeting. All those involved with the newsletter were thanked. 
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Parish Meeting (continued) 
Application 21/0867/FUL – 4 St Nicholas Drive -  proposed garden building  
- although a request had been made to East Devon District Council for an 
extension in the time allowed to the Parish Meeting to consider this  
application, written approval has been received by the applicant. 
 
Application 21/1135/FUL – Abbots Cottage – removal of existing shed and 
greenhouse and replacement with summerhouse in rear garden. Concern 
was expressed that the proposed structure would adversely impact the 
adjoining properties and would be out of keeping with both the applicant’s 
and the adjoining listed buildings. It was agreed by the Meeting that the 
planning authority be recommended to refuse the application. 
 
Village Hall News 
The AGM for the Village Hall Committee will be held at 1930 on Tuesday 
22 June 2021 in the Village Hall. Refreshments will be served. All welcome. 
A Social Evening for Combe Raleigh residents will be held on Saturday 10 
July 2021 - see details on page 13. 
 
Recycling and Waste Collection 
Please make sure that: 
• your containers are out on the right day 
• your containers are out by 7am 
• your containers are out in the correct place 
• any additional recycling is placed in carrier bags (not black sacks) 
• the correct items are placed out for collection 
 
If you are using a smartphone, the free East Devon mobile app is now avail-
able to download for iPhone users from the Apple App Store and for An-
droid smartphone users from the Google Play Store. The app enables you 
to access a variety of council services on your smartphone including: 
• View when your next refuse and recycling collections are and sign up 

to receive weekly reminders 
• Complete 'Report It' forms to notify the council of something such as 

fly-tipping, a missed collection or a dead animal 
• View planning applications in your local area 
• View details of your nearest places of interest such as recycling banks, 

car parks and public toilets 
• View local food hygiene ratings 
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Christian Aid Week 
 
 
A big thank you to all who gave so  
generously to Christian Aid. We collected 
£285 this year in Combe Raleigh.  At a time 
when we are enveloped with our problems 
at home,  it is encouraging indeed to know 
that we still have room in our hearts to 
think of those whose circumstances are far 
worse, and who have nothing.   C.P.  
 
 
 
 

 
‘Not Really Goodbye’ by Lizzie and Peter Smith 
I can’t believe it’s over two months since Peter and I moved to Wellington! 
I don’t know where to begin except to say we absolutely loved our  
fourteen years in the village and living in our lovely cottage. When we first  
arrived everyone gave us such a warm welcome. Being fairly local already 
we managed to very happily build on existing friendships and had the added 
bonus of making new ones. 
We were soon encouraged (strong arm tactics!) onto the Village Hall 
Committee and didn’t look back as far as village life was concerned. Not 
long after that I was persuaded onto the PCC and absorption into the  
village was complete! So many happy memories, too many to list, of all the 
various functions in the Village Hall and wonderful fellowship at  
St. Nicholas Church. Any excuse for tea and cake. Combe Raleigh is a very 
sociable village whether you want to get involved or join in. 
Thank you so much everyone in Combe Raleigh. We are very glad that we 
have many reasons to come back and visit, especially if tea and cake are 
involved! We feel sure that David and Carole will be as happy as we were. 
Time for them to enjoy the glorious view across the fields and over the 
village towards Honiton nestled somewhere in the distance. 
And it’s not actually goodbye because it’s only half an hour across the 
Blackdowns. 
There will always be a welcome in our new home. 
Best Wishes to everyone, old and new, in the village. 
Lizzie and Peter 
lizzie.wall@gmail.com 
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St Nicholas Church News 
This is the season of annual general 
meetings and, churches being no  
exception, our Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting was held a couple of weeks ago 
to elect the PCC and review 2020. The 
Churchwardens remain unchanged but 
we’re very pleased that Val Moran and 
Colin Hattle-Spence have joined the 

PCC, Val agreeing to take over from Lizzie as secretary.  
The meeting reported that the Church Electoral Roll currently has over 60 
members and we welcome those who have just joined. It’s never too late, 
so please let Gill Jackson know if you would like to be added to the Roll. 
The Trustees’ Report, presented to the meeting, gave a brief summary of 
St Nicholas’ in the last calendar year. Despite restrictions and lockdowns 
the church path was re-laid, mains water piped into the base of the tower, 
kitchen cupboards fixed, a rope handrail attached to the turret wall, a  
hopper window put into the ringing chamber and the tower roof repaired. 
Not bad for a year when nothing much happened! 

This year’s Plant Sale, despite opposition from the 
weather, was again a great success. We are  
conscious that this is due in great measure not only 
to those who come and buy, but also to those who 
supply us with plants, and we certainly have a  
number of green-fingered growers in the village 
who ensure there is plenty of stock for sale. The 
overall profit of £840 was divided equally between 
church and the Honiton Food Bank. 
Until restrictions are further lifted we at present 
hold two church services a month. In June there 
will be a Eucharist on 13th and a lay-led on 
27th. We are also open on Wednesdays for those 
who would like to spend a few moments of quiet 
reflection. 
Do make sure you are around over the weekend of 
17/18th July so that you can peep behind the walls 
and hedges of some of the gardens of Combe  
Raleigh. Full details on page 14. 
Finally, a reminder of those who are involved in the 
administration of our village church. Contact details 
can be found on page 20. 

Ruth and Rosemary 
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Local History  
A page on local history has no better starting point than advertising this 
excellent publication. It was originally written by Barbara Carrington 
Doidge (1911-1990) who was a local school teacher and an active member 
of village and church life. This book was first published in 1974; the 1989 
edition was revised and updated by her shortly before her death; and  
further updates have been made. 
Copies can be purchased from the Church Wardens (details on page 20). 
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Report on the East Devon Round  by Alasdair Moffett 
The East Devon Round is a trail ultramarathon on the Saturday of the 1st 
May Bank Holiday each year. It is based out of Offwell Village Hall and 
comprises 64 miles (2021 route), 2,901 metres or near 10,000 feet of 
climbing. It links the East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB) and the Blackdown Hills AONB plus the Jurassic Coast World 
Heritage Site in one incredible day of running.  In 2021, the fastest time 
was 11hrs 46mins and the last finisher took 21hrs 58 mins. 
 
It has taken many years to devise a route that showcases some of the  
highlights of East Devon: from the route along the river below Cotleigh at 
the very beginning, the view from Danes Hill through Dalwood, the forest 
on the way down to Lyme, the magical Undercliffs between Lyme Regis 
and Seaton, the climb out of Southleigh to Blackbury Camp, the valley  
before Sidbury with the steep flint track up, the wee bridge and the  
bluebell carpeted steps up to East Hill Strips, all before you tackle the 
Blackdown Hills section of Egland, Pen Point, Hartridge and Dumpdon, and 
the old green lane taking you high out of Honiton with the vibrant blue 
woods of Offwell to take you home. 
 
Depending on whether runners were exposed, or under trees, high up, or 
in a valley depended on how they faired after being soaked through and 
pelted with hail. Running for a day gives you all the emotions of life  
compressed into a short space, but I hadn’t predicted the 4 seasons of 
weather too, with snow covering the trail, and -2 temperatures by mid-
night. The tail end competitors were completely unwavering and it was a 
true lesson in having the right gear, and the right attitude to getting the job 
done.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Up on Hartridge 
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There are a few performances I want to draw attention to – Patrick 
Devine Wright (1st place and Axe Valley Runners) and Rachel Fawcett 
(Leighton Buzzard Athletic Club) raced hard all day. For most, the aim is 
to complete the course, but to genuinely race for 12 plus hours is an 
intimidating prospect for most. They left everything out there, chopping 
and changing the lead throughout the day, with Patrick eventually gaining 
a few minutes to take the win with a time of 11hrs 46 mins. Honiton 
Running Club icon Judy Davey put in a stupendous performance, suitably 
supported by Steve and family, to come in 3rd lady and 15th overall. Adam 
Hennessey had both mild hypothermia and a struggle to consume  
sufficient calories during the day, but still, somehow, got himself home. 
His grit and tenacity was never in doubt, and he will be back again. 
 
The East Devon Half Round (33+ miles and near 5,000 feet of climbing, 
finishing at Blackbury camp)  had a particularly strong performance from 
Stuart Maclean (1st and 6hrs 35 mins – Axe Valley Runners) and also  
Lucy Shipley (Stockland local - 3rd lady and 10th Overall). 
 
The money raised goes to the Devon branch of Mind Charity, Combe 
Raleigh playgroup, the fund for a new play park at Offwell Village Hall, 
with each competitor also having a tree planted by TreesNotTees as a 
memento of their day at the East Devon Round, plus a £1 from each  
entry going to the SW Coast Path. We are also a member of the Axe 
Vale and District Conservation Society. 
 
The event wouldn’t take place without the amazing support of 30  
marshals, with Honiton Running Club providing a large number, plus the 
entirety of the Wigram family making the event happen. We are lucky to 
be supported by a whole host of businesses, including Ganesha Whole-
foods, Rod&Bens’ Organic Foods, Philip and Rebecca Cooke with Sutton 
Lucy Dairy, The UltramarathonStore.com, as well as Offwell Village Hall 
Committee.  
 
We are incredibly grateful for all the landowners (over 25 in total) to 
make this route possible. Local thanks to Lucy and Charlie Murray, Mary 
Hill, Helen Williams, Emma and Richard Guinness, Helen and Tim  
Huxtable, Bill Gurney who ran aid stations at Luppitt and Combe Raleigh 
with the Combe Raleigh aid station not closing until 12:45am. Also  
special thanks to the Potbury's, the Tratt's, Mr Hickman, Mr Wilson, Mr 
Page-Turner, and Malcolm and Joyce Edward's for letting the route  
traverse their fields. A local runner known to the village would be Little 
Critter mum Lucy Shipley. 
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COMBE RALEIGH 

 
OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 

 

 
 
 

17th & 18th July 2021 
1.00-6.00pm 

 
Tickets £5, children free 

Dogs welcome but on a lead please 
 
 

Register at St Nicholas’ Church where you can collect a map. 
Ticket valid for both days 

 
 

A variety of gardens large and small will be open and teas 
will be available at Combe Hill 

Proceeds in aid of the village church 
 
 

For further details phone 01404 47156 or 01404 43166 
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What’s On Further Afield 
 
Film, Music, Arts 
With the re-opening of cinemas, community centres and arts centres  
recently there is a lot more to do and see locally over the coming weeks. 
Here are just a few things to enjoy. 
 

  https://beehivehoniton.co.uk/ has a great  
programme of events and some cracking films, including: 
Amonite  12th June  
Nomadland  18th June 
Peter Rabbit 26th June 
The Father  16th July  
Live music includes:  
The Underground Hippy – 11th June 
Simon & Garfunkel Through the Years in concert – 19th June  
 

The Radway Cinema Sidmouth  https://sidmouth.scottcinemas.co.uk/ is 
also showing Amonite, Nomadland and Peter Rabbit over the next few 
weeks. 
 

    https://www.thelmahulbert.com   has a new 
travelling Creative Cabin for art activities, talks and more this summer.  
June1st to August 31st 

 

  https://www.kennawayhouse.org.uk/  has lots of art 
exhibitions, classes and craft fares on over the next weeks including West 
Country Crafters Fares on Monday 31st May, Saturday 26th June,  
Saturday 10th July and Saturday 24th July. 
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 Combe Raleigh Cuisine - this month’s recipes supplied by Val 
Moran; send your seasonal favourites to raleighrag@gmail.com for 
inclusion                             

 
Lime Cheesecake – the easiest cheesecake of all! 
200g pack of ginger snaps 
2 oz butter 
2 tubs mascarpone 
1 ½ oz icing sugar 
Grated zest and juice of two limes 
 
Grease and base-line a loose-bottomed 8” flan tin.  Put the ginger biscuits into a 
double layer of plastic bags and bash them with a rolling pin until you have fine 
crumbs.  Stir in the butter which should be just melted – you may need a touch 
more butter, depends on the absorbency of the particular ginger biscuits.  Put the 
mixture into the flan tin and press down firmly (I use a potato masher to do this).  
Allow to set in the fridge. 
 
Mix the mascarpone, icing sugar, zest and juice in a bowl.  Spread over the crumb 
base and return to the fridge to set.  You can either serve this just as it is, or add a 
topping such as cooked blackcurrants or black berries, thickened with arrowroot.  
Or you can push the boat out and do the one below! 
 
 
 
Orange Cheesecake 
200g pack of ginger snaps 
2 oz butter 
2 tubs mascarpone 
1½  oz icing sugar 
Grated rind and juice of two oranges 
Topping:- 
6 tbsp Seville orange marmalade, barely warm and strained 
A small amount of candied orange peel, or another orange, peeled with a sharp 
knife, and sliced into rounds 
 
Make the ginger biscuit base as described above.  Allow to set in the fridge. 
 
Tip the mascarpone into a bowl, add the orange zest and juice, and the icing sugar.  
Stir thoroughly but gently.  Put on top of the base and smooth over.  Put back into 
a cool place until just before you need it, then carefully get it out of the tin, re-
moving the base paper as you do so.  Place on a flat serving plate or board and 
spread the strained marmalade over the top. Wait a few minutes for the glaze to 
set, then decorate with the candied peel or sliced oranges.  
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Otter, Otter - by David Jackson 
Like many during the past months we have been walking slightly further 

afield, this one 
found us below  
Ottery St Mary. 
Stopping for a  
coffee we were 
royally entertained 
by this lovely  
animal, a first for 
us! Our companion 
seemed oblivious 
or at least  
unconcerned by its 
audience, possibly 
like urban wildlife 
they simply become 

more used to humans, and for once I had my camera to hand! 
 
Many of you will have seen them I suspect as since hunting was banned 
they are found throughout the country, although not so often in daylight. 
The Otter Trust explains that they are in the same group as mink, stoats 
and badgers, they have very dense fur to help keep warm and if fishing (as 
ours was) they cannot hold their breath for more than 30 seconds or so, 
hence my opportunity to take several pictures! It only now remains to 
photograph that kingfisher in flight of course!      
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Bluebells and Spring trees at Blackbury Camp 

Devon pathway and a bee enjoying Ajuga Reptans  (Bugleweed) 
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Useful Contact Information 
Emergency and Help Services 
Emergency No (All Services) 999 (112 from mobile worldwide) 
Non-Emergency (Police)  101 
Non-Emergency (Medical)  111 
Samaritans      116 123 
Citizen’s Advice     01404 44213 
Childline      0800 1111 
Age UK Advice Line     0800 6781602 
Trip (Meal deliveries for the vulnerable)  01404 46529  
Devon Freewheelers  (Prescription deliveries)  0300 800 0109  
Kings Centre Foodbank    01404 43800 Volunteers needed 
for a wide variety of support - please contact the Advice Line: 01404- 354080 
Neighbourhood Watch (Rob Sexton)            01404 41362  rob@sexton.me.uk 
 
Medical 
Honiton Hospital   01404 540540 
Honiton Surgery   01404 548544 
Honiton Coronavirus Information 01404 384050 Mon-Fri 1000–1600  
 
Devon CC General enquiries 0345 155 1015 customer@devon.gov.uk 
Cllr Iain Chubb   07932 459595 iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 
Highways and Rights of Way 0345 155 1004 csc.roads@devon.gov.uk 
East Devon District Council  
General enquiries   01404 515616        csc@eastdevon.gov.uk 
Cllr Colin Brown 01404 42309 / 07761 281156           cbrown@eastdevon.gov.uk 
Cllr David Key 01404 861287 / 07961 428524             dkey@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 
Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting 
Chairman (Brian Churchill)           01404 549515    kay.churchill@btconnect.com 
Combe Raleigh Village Hall 
Chairman (Brian Churchill)  01404 549515    kay.churchill@btconnect.com 
Secretary (Rob Sexton)  01404 41362     rob@sexton.me.uk 
St Nicholas Church 
Rector  (Revd Sue Roberts)  01404 44035   office@honitoncofe.org 
Churchwardens    Ruth Hitchcock         01404 43166  
    and  Rosemary Mapleston 01404 47156 
Secretary (Val Moran), Treasurer (Lisa Clarke), PCC members (Valerie Brabrook, 
Colin Hattle-Spence, Gill Jackson, Audrey Potbury, Carol Thompson) 
Little Critters (Esme Moffett)  01404 46569 
 
The Raleigh Rag and Village Website  
David Jackson   01404 45425        davidjackson1345@me.com 
Val and Mark Moran   01404 41107       markmoran@btinternet.com 
Jill Wardle    01392 581200      raleighrag@gmail.com 
Michelle Kennedy (Website) 01404 548813      tidewater56@live.com 


