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Editorial 
 
Most of you will have seen the open letter travelling with this edition of the 
RAG, it represents the next phase for our village newsletter. As with many 
things over the last year the RAG has had to adapt; gone the paper copy, 
missed by many; gone the regular reports of events enjoyed or yet to come. 
In their place a series of pieces that may have entertained and have certainly 
drawn on the experiences of a whole group of contributors for the first time. 
Thank you to them.  
In the absence of a real Parish Meeting it has not been possible to trial the 
idea of an elected RAG team or to get a true consensus of what if anything the 
community wants to happen in the life of this publication. 
It has also brought into sharp focus the actual status of this publication, in 
reality it has almost been a hobby of the many good people who over many 
years have willingly given time once every two months to putting together 
what has become a 30-year snapshot of our village and its inhabitants. 
Humour, nature notes, farming viewpoints, original articles, photos and art, 
the frontispiece drawn lovingly by a talented resident for many years. All 
together a minor but interesting record of our community, regularly sent to 
the British Library national archive in Yorkshire (they complain if they don’t 
get it!). I know of several complete collections within the village. 
But what of the future? 
The Rag is put together by a group of volunteers some of whom now wish to   
stand aside. De facto although never confirmed, it is an organ of the Parish 
Meeting. It has no personal agenda beyond appearing bi-monthly to hopefully 
entertain, as well as carrying dates and reports of village events. 
The pandemic has necessitated the use of electronic copy, printing and 
distribution in order to preserve social distancing. This has had several effects, 
some positive, some not greatly liked. 
The positives: 

• Cost -we explained to our advertisers at the outset of the pandemic 
that we had decided not to publish theirs ads in the online edition.  We 
offered refunds – most opted to carry their payments over to better days. 
Indeed, we have not needed these funds; going electronic means that print 
costs have not been an issue, although we have printed a few copies for 
people who have no access to the internet. 

• Appearance - use of more photos, images and colour 

• Better carbon footprint as we use little paper, ink or fuel, and the end 
end result has been we hope, a pleasure to view. 

• Ability to post the same edition straight  to the website 
(www.comberaleigh.org.uk)  and the end result has been we hope enjoyable 
 

 
David Jackson 

 

 

  

 

Useful Telephone Nos 

HONITON 

CORONAVIRUS 

INFORMATION LINE : 

 01404 384050 

Mon – Fri 10.00 – 16.00 

TRIP: 01404 46529 

For meal deliveries for the 

vulnerable  

DEVON 

FREEWHEELERS: 

0300 800 0109 

For prescription deliveries 

KINGS CENTRE 

FOODBANK : 

01404 43800 

Volunteers are also 

needed for a wide variety 

of support. If you can 

help, please contact the 

Advice Line :01404-

354080 
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Editorial ctd: 
 
The negatives: 

• Not all residents are signed up to our village email list, so copy does not reach as many 
households 

• The less satisfying experience of reading copy off the screen; a paper copy is easier to 
return to. If you can remember where you put it! 

 
In addition the Parish owns the printer. It is a bit of a beast but necessary to produce some 3000 
sides of copy per traditional edition in a single morning. A smaller machine would struggle, as we 
have discovered over the years. The machine we have will produce colour but that has a cost 
implication- the appearance of the RAG is we hope improved by using colour but at 10 times the 
cost of a black and white page. Colour is therefore only used sparingly, especially in view of a 
reliable source of advertising funds. So if we stick with the electronic version, the Parish Meeting 
will have to decide if the machine is surplus to requirements. It has limited, if any, resale value, is 
bulky and to be kept in usable order has to be held powered up on standby continuously. 
 
So there you have it. Between the open letter and this editorial hopefully you will have gained an  
idea as to how the current team have acted, and hopefully a new team with new ideas and skills 
may emerge. 
 
That’s for the future. Alternatively, without interest, this village institution will become another 
strand in the history of our community.  
 
  David Jackson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Our Village Hall 

The Village Hall in Combe Raleigh is a building many of us pass regularly without thinking too much 

about what goes on there.  Unfortunately, during the Covid crisis we have not been able to use it, 

and so to a certain extent it has gone out of mind.  However, a good proportion of the village, and 

indeed a sizeable number from outside, have attended events that we put on there in the past, 

and with the crisis hopefully coming to an end very soon we must start thinking again about what 

delights we can put on that our ‘customers’ will enjoy.   

The hall regularly hosts such things as the village Parish Meetings (of course), Little Critters (a 

weekly creche), monthly coffee mornings, exercise sessions, dog training and occasional tabletop 

sales, amongst others, and with the lifting of restrictions they will be able to resume their 

activities.  But the real life and soul of the hall revolves around the organised events.  We can all 

remember the Burns Night and St. George’s Day suppers, the quiz nights, bingo sessions, games 

evenings and many more, and let’s hope that some time this year we can start to reintroduce 

some of the old favourites. 

The hall is run by a Village Hall Committee, consisting usually of around ten residents in the village, 

who make all the arrangements for the events you enjoy and do most of the work leading up to it 

and on the day.  What they need from you is ideas, what you have enjoyed in the past and would 

like to see back again, and maybe some functions we have not put on before and that people 

might like to try.  You can inform us of any suggestions by emailing me on rob@sexton.me.uk.   

Now, as you can see, the Village Hall Committee is the hub of much of the activity that goes on in 

the village, as well as looking after the maintenance and plans for the future of the hall.  

Unfortunately during lockdown we have lost several members of the committee, (not because of 

Covid fortunately!), but due to them moving out of the village, and that has left a number of 

vacancies on the committee.  We need to be strong in numbers so that any workload can be 

spread amongst us, so if you think you can contribute we would be really pleased to hear from 

you, through the email address above.   

The idea of ‘workload’ might put you off, but you will find that, whilst there is some work involved, 

we all get pleasure from what we do, working together as a team, and we gain genuine 

satisfaction from putting on events that people really enjoy.  It’s so pleasing when someone comes 

up to you after the event and says what a great time they’ve had.  So please, if you can help, let us 

know, or contact me for more information – we look forward to hearing from you.   

Rob Sexton 
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CHURCH NEWS 
 

Whoever would have thought that a year after full lockdown began we would still be restricted in our 

movements and our socialising. It is certainly encouraging to see how infections and deaths are 

decreasing, encouraging too that such a large percentage of the population has now received at least 

their first vaccination – a painless and super-efficient roll-out. 

The improving situation also means that we will be able to hold an Easter Day service at 11.15am in 

the church. It will, of necessity, be fairly short and will be lay-led. Because social distancing means 

there is a limit to the number of people we can accommodate please phone 47156 or 43166 if you 

would like to ‘book’ a place. How good it will be to worship collectively again after the latest three-month 

lockdown. 

Over the past year so much has been cancelled or curtailed that we can only wait patiently for the day 

when life will return to normal, or a new version of normality!  

In anticipation of better times to come there are a couple of events to look 

forward to this summer and further details of both are in this magazine. The 

first is a Plant Sale over the weekend of 8/9th May and the second an Open 

Gardens weekend on 17/18th July. 

Meanwhile we have had to address a 

couple of problems regarding the church 

fabric. One, we hope is relatively minor – a 

leak from one of the radiators – but the 

other, water coming through the tower roof, 

has involved scaffolding and copious 

quantities of asphalt. The scaffolding, 

although hidden from the road and well 

boxed in, presented what looked like a challenging climb for one 

young village resident but we hear the temptation was resisted! With 

the work now completed we have a watertight tower again with no 

danger of rainwater drips in the bell chamber. 

During February the churchyard snowdrops looked stunning and quite a few walkers from Honiton 

visited to admire them. Now there are primroses in abundance. Spring really is here! In memory of her 

mother, Angela, Sue Farrell has kindly planted some daffodils – an everlasting memorial. Thank you, 

Sue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Sadly we have had to say goodbye to Lizzie and Peter Smith who have moved to Wellington (they 

assure us it is only ‘au revoir’ and not ‘adieu’). Lizzie has been PCC secretary and safeguarding officer 

for the past six years and to say she will be missed is an understatement. Her contribution to the 

smooth running of the church has been enormous and we will miss too the vocal talents of both of them 

in our Sunday worship. Please come back and visit us ….. often! 

Our APCM will be due again in May and with both Lizzie and Jacky’s departures we will be looking to 

bring the PCC up to strength. If you are on the church electoral roll and feel this is an area of village life 

towards which you could make a contribution please contact us to find out what it would involve. We 

are particularly anxious to fill the secretarial role as soon as possible – it’s not an onerous position. If 

you have recently moved to the village and would like to be included on the church electoral roll (we 

have a membership of over 60 at present) again please make enquiries. 

Meanwhile, keep well and stay safe. 

Rosemary and Ruth 

 

A message from Lizzie and Peter Smith: 

Hello from the other side of the Blackdowns! We send Combe Raleigh our good wishes 

from Wellington. We have loved the nearly fourteen years we spent there, enjoying 

great friendship and so many happy times.  But it’s not goodbye! Wellington is not far 

and we plan to visit often. We will try to write a bit more in the next edition of the 

Raleigh Rag to do justice to our years in the village. We are sure David and Carole will 

be getting a very warm welcome from the people of Combe Raleigh and be as happy in 

Oak Tree Cottage and as we were. 

Peter and Lizzie Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting 

Minutes of the ZOOM Meeting held on 1 March 2021 

 

Present:- 

 Mr B. Churchill – Chairman  

Cllr Iain Chubb DCC 

Cllr Colin Brown EDDC 

Together with 23 local government electors of the Parish:-  

Mr J Evans  Mrs S Evans  Mrs K Churchill Mrs V Brabrook 

Mr J Brabrook  Mr J Hatch  Mrs J Wardle  Ms A Lozinska 

Mrs C Padget  Mr C Padget  Mrs L Clarke  Mrs C Thompson 

Mr L Clarke  Mrs R Mapleston Mrs C. Selway  Mr J Selway 

Mrs E Guiness  Mr R Guiness  Mrs G Jackson  Mr D Jackson 

Mr T Huxtable  Mrs H Huxtable Mr P Sparks  

   

74/2020 Apologies for Absence 

Mrs L Downs  Mr I Downs  Mr P Smith  Mrs E Smith 

Mr M Moran  Mrs V Moran  Mr T Dezell   Mrs C Lazarus 

Mr E Lazarus 

75/2020 Minutes of previous Parish Meetings 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 January 2021, which had previously been circulated, were 

approved by the Meeting. There were no matters arising.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

76/2020 Planning Application 20/2734/OUT – Mr P Sparks, Barn Close Kennels 

Paul Sparks outlined his proposal to the Meeting for the construction of 2 additional dwellings and 

the demolition of the kennel buildings following closure of his business. There were a number of 

concerns raised including the poor architectural design, the fact that the buildings would be visible 

to neighbours and to properties across the valley, inappropriate development in the AONB and 

the pressure it would place upon the highway and other services. Following a lengthy discussion it 

was proposed by Tim Huxtable, seconded by Helen Selway and agreed by the Meeting that the 

Planning Authority be recommended to refuse the application.  

77/2020 Any Other Business 

[1] Following from a suggestion made by Liz Downs, that appointments to the ‘’Raleigh Rag’’ 

editorial team and the length of service should be determined by the Parish Meeting, it was 

agreed that this matter would be deferred to a future meeting.   

[2] It was reported that the planning application for a farm shop at St Isidores Farm was to 

considered by East Devon District Council at a meeting to be held on 10 March 2021. A maximum 

of 3 persons both for and against the application were permitted to speak at the meeting, 

registration for which was required before 5 March 2021. 

[3]Colin Brown reported that the EDDC council tax for the forthcoming year would be increasing 

by £5 per band D property. 

[4] The Chairman reported that the road near to Stonehayes had now been re-surfaced. 

 

78/2020  the Meeting closed at 8.25PM 

Brian Churchill 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

What a difference a year makes. 
 
Tidying up what I rather grandly call the Rag Archive, my attention was drawn to the changes this 
year has made.  As far as the Rag is concerned, an unbroken run of 171 properly printed issues 
came to a sudden end, and instead the last six copies are printed from the online edition. I do so 
hope that the Rag is soon able to pick up where it rather precipitately left off. 
 
Did any one think last March that we would be where we are today?  I certainly didn’t – a few 
weeks, a couple of months max, I thought.   But of course it’s been much longer, and I think we 
should really be quite proud of ourselves for the way we have pulled together to support both 
individuals and the community.  Life hasn’t entirely come to a shuddering halt. 
 
In the early days of confusion, the Village Whatsapp was a brilliant way of both seeking and 
offering help and even now, when we have mostly learned to live with this situation (they are 
calling it The New Normal, I think), the messages still flow, with information, hints, tips and jokes.  
It always cheers me up!  
 
Most of us have been unable to hug our children and grandchildren, but have instead (almost) 
mastered  the mysteries of Facetime, Zoom and Teams.  Yes, I know it’s not the same, but better 
than nothing, and I for one wouldn’t have bothered with all that nasty technology had the need 
not arisen.   And in turn, our families can see us, and know that those in the village who live alone 
are having a gentle eye kept on them by their neighbours.  We’re even just about coping with 
Parish Meetings on Zoom…. 
 
And we have managed some spectacular successes, I think most would agree.  The pop-up plant 
sales last spring brought a smile to many people’s faces, and a sizeable donation to charity.  And a 
real triumph – the wedding of JB and Michelle in St Nicholas’.  I wonder how many other village 
churches managed a pandemic wedding!   
 
The local daily exercise rules have meant a great many more walkers coming through the village - 
several of them regulars, who have become familiar faces to smile at and greet. And never before 
have I walked the same lanes so frequently, which has meant a great deal of pleasure as I watched 
the changing year on what we have dubbed The Five Mile Round – up past the Nursery and Plott’s 
Cottages, along the lane to Uxford Bridge, turn left at Penny Thorn Cross and walk up the hill, 
sharp right down the hill to the ford and the old mill.  Along to Barn Cross (magnificent new thatch 
job on the big house there!) and then home either past Penny Thorn Cross again, or for a bit of a 
change along past Wick and the rugged footpath down to the river, up the field and back to 
Combe Raleigh.  So many flowers at the moment, and if you are lucky a hare or a deer.  About two 
hours- depends on how often we stop to admire the view! 
 
So despite the fear and the worry, the restrictions, the uncertainty, and the unbelievable loss and 
sadness it’s been a year of learning how to adapt to change, and I think that Combe Raleigh has 
risen to the challenge really rather well. 
 
Val Moran 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Concert at Coryhill 2021  - Saturday 24th July 

 

MUSIC FOR A SUMMER NIGHT. 
Caroline and Chris Padget are delighted to 
announce that there will be another picnic / 
concert around the lake at Coryhill on Saturday 
July 24th..   On previous form, it will not rain, 
and will be a wonderful evening.!    Bring your 
own picnic, candelabra, rugs, chairs, wine and 
friends.   The concert, choral music and jazz, will 
be provided by Exeter University Choir.  Hot 
drinks will be on sale,  and all profit will be for 
Exeter Cathedral. 
 

Tickets in advance  cost 12.50, £10 if you live in 

Combe Raleigh. £15 after July 20th.  Available 

from Easter.   

Tel:  01404. 46452.  or SAE to Coryhill, Combe 

Raleigh, EX14 4TQ 

 

A recent visitor to Coryhill lake – A Mandarin duck 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas’ Church 
 

PLANT SALE 
 

In the driveway of Thatchers, Combe Raleigh 
 

Saturday and Sunday  
May 8th & 9th 

 
Please note that this will be a 

 socially distanced event  
 

Sadly no refreshments but a wide variety of  
annuals, perennials, shrubs, herbs etc 

 

 
 

Proceeds to be shared with the Honiton Food Bank 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Goodbye Combe Raleigh 

 

Dear friends 

We came to Combe Raleigh knowing no one and intending to stay for ten years. Woodhayne and 

the village were enchanting to our strangers’ eyes, picturesque and full of promise of a new life.  

Well, I can tell you that it did not disappoint one jot.  We have loved here, we found a village that 

welcomed us with open arms, embraced us as newcomers and enfolded us within its community 

like we had always been there.   

Woodhayne itself was more of a challenge and has kept us busy to the moment of departure.  

Bringing the house back to how we wanted it was a full time project for the first couple of years 

then the outbuildings had to be tackled followed by the land.  Brian’s railway and his steam 

engines, however, remained an unfulfilled dream and they will accompany us; now to be laid in a 

rural Essex garden.   

As we all know though, life doesn’t always go to plan and the pandemic arrived and just about all 

of us had our lives thrown upside down.  It made us reassess our life and the difficulty in seeing 

our grandchildren in Essex.  In the end the decision wasn’t a difficult one, we knew we had to go 

towards our family even if it meant giving up ‘the dream’ after only six years.  One of the other 

effects of the pandemic is the inability to be able to say goodbye properly.  The lockdown, being 

forbidden to mix, not liking to go into other peoples’ homes ..... 

From Brian, Betty and from me, we all want to say goodbye.  Thank you for being such wonderful 

friends and neighbours.  It has been a wonderful six years living here in Combe Raleigh, we wish it 

could have been longer but we will remember it for the rest of our lives.  Goodbye and God bless. 

Cyndie , Brian  and Betty  



 
 

St Nicholas’ Church 
  

OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND  
July 17th & 18th  

 

 
 
 
Open gardens …… again! 
  
It’s now seven years since we held our last open gardens weekend. Hard to believe 
so much time has elapsed since then. Way back in 2014 gardeners, would-be 
gardeners, non-gardeners and those at a loose end came to see how we had used 
our various plots of land. We may not necessarily aspire to the standards of 
Rosemoor or Wisley but we do have much to admire and visitors often get 
inspiration, as well as seeing how others deal with the sorts of problems they have. 
 
So far there are 10 – 12 villagers who are willing to open their gardens for the 
enjoyment of others. The gardens of Combe Raleigh vary from tiny, to middling, to 
large, and each one of them is unique.   
 
Our gardens do not have to be perfect.  Whose is?  More than anything else our 
visitors will be looking to have a pleasant afternoon out and to congratulate 
themselves that, maybe, their gardens do not look so bad after all. 
 
And, of course, there’s tea! As a village we have quite a reputation for tea and cake. 
We will not disappoint in July! 
 
If you would like to join those whose gardens will be open we would be delighted – 
the more the better. With four months to go there’s plenty of time to get everything 
ready and of course if you need to fill in any empty spaces the Plant Sale is coming 
up in May! 
 
For more information please contact Rosemary (47156), Ruth (43166) or any 
member of the PCC. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 

News from The Beehive.  

 

Discussions have been ongoing with the Council to enable a  Deed of Variation to be drawn up 

which will allow the charity to give a minimum of 3 months notice of handing back the lease 

without penalty in the event that they have to cease trading. As part of this agreement the 

charity should receive a total of £25,000 for the current financial year, made up of £10,000 

towards service charges and an emergency Covid grant of £15,000.  

In November the charity received a further donation of £15,000 from the family of Wendy 

Woolcombe and a donation of £4,500 from the Gweneth Moxon Trust. An additional  £11,000 

of annual income will also be generated by the the renting of three offices to a local charity, 

working with people who have lost their jobs during Covid.  

The Government have also supported the charity, including furlough payments, to a total in 

excess of £29,000 since November. All this means that the current financial position is 

reasonably good, given limited expenditure during the national lockdown. 

There will be a number of changes to the Board of Trustees in the near future. Barry Simmonds  

retires from the Board on 14th April, but will remain a Charity Member.  

Caroline Steggles has been voted on as an appointed Director. Jeff Middleton will attend the 

next few Board meetings, with a view to him also becoming an appointed Director. 

Serena Sexton will be stepping down as Chair and Trustee with effect from 31st March in order 

to stand as a candidate for the Town Council at the elections in May. 

The charity is now looking for someone who would be willing to join the Board with a view to 

taking over the Chair’s role in due course.  

More information can be found on the Beehive website : www.https://beehivehoniton.co.uk 

 

 

The Beehive Charity No. 1162412 
Tel: 01404 384050 Dowell Street, Honiton Devon EX14 1LZ 
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14 Top Tips to Avoid Being Scammed 

How can you avoid becoming one of the millions of citizens who are expected to be scammed this 
year?    Here are my top tips, largely based on advice provided by Scambusters:  

1. Never assume a person who contacts you -- by phone, email, text or even face-to-face -- is 
who they say they are. Always ask for ID. And if you have any suspicion double check with 
the individual they claim to be or the organization they claim to represent.  Emails 
providing or indicating a change of bank account number for you to pay into should always 
be checked out with the payee personally before any payment is made, especially for any 
large sums of money.   

For more help with identifying and avoiding imposters, see issues of Scambusters at: 
https://scambusters.org/imposter.html and https://scambusters.org/impostor2.html. 

2. Be sceptical about anything that seems to offer deals that are too good to be true.  These 
may be via a cold sales call, a social media advertisement, an email or even on trusted sites 
such as Amazon or eBay (see 6 below).  Most recently such offers have been made to 
invest large sums of money in schemes that purport to provide impressive returns, but 
many individuals have lost their entire savings / pensions because these offers are scams. 

3. Keep all your confidential information -- bank account details, usernames, passwords, pin 
numbers and so on -- secret. Unless you contacted them, most individuals and firms will 
never ask for this information.  (You can use certain apps such as OneSafe on which to 
securely store such information on your phone).   

4. Keep tabs on all your financial accounts, daily if possible, checking for any unusual activity. 
As soon as you identify any activity you do not recognise report it to the account provider 
(such as your bank or the retailer).  See also 14 below. 

5. Remember that neither the police nor any financial institution will ever ask you to move 
money from your account to another one as a matter of urgency, e.g. because they believe 
it has been compromised and is about to be emptied by a scammer.  If you receive any 
contact which asks you to do this take no action until you have contacted your bank 
immediately through a trusted number, and on a different phone if the request has come 
via a phone call.  If you only have one phone ring a friend or relative first to ensure the line 
has been cleared and you are not talking to the scammers, who have kept the line open.   

6. When you buy online, try to stick with sellers that you already know or have a proven 
reputation measured by customer feedback. If you must buy from someone you don't 
know, research their name and reputation thoroughly.  Remember that even genuine 
websites can be cloned, so look out for anomalies, such as poor grammar or spelling, 
indeed anything out of the usual.  Be suspicious.  See also 8 below. 

7. Never be rushed into a buying decision no matter how much someone pressures you to 
"act now."  Just tell them you don’t wish to buy now and either don’t respond to emails, 
put down the phone or ask them to leave.  Amazing offers with short timescales are 
designed to make you buy without taking time to make a rational decision.   

8. Don't send money or pay for anything to someone you don't know or haven't verified, 
especially if they are asking you to pay using unrecoverable methods, such as by bank 
draft, gift cards or cyber currencies such as bitcoin. If you pay with any of these there’s a 

https://scambusters.org/imposter.html
https://scambusters.org/impostor2.html


 
 

good chance you will never see what you paid for, nor be able to get your money back.  
Paying by credit card gives you protection above £100.   

9. Use and keep updated security software and browser add-ons that will identify suspicious 
sites for you – you can Google the subject to see what might suit your own needs.  These 
will make it more difficult for hackers to access your computer.   

10. Make your passwords difficult for bots to ‘guess’.  Bots will use algorithms that test out 
your passwords by going through millions of options in a very short space of time, looking 
for obvious words or phrases.  By using obviously unconnected words, random numbers 
and symbols the bots find it more difficult to crack your code.  I use the first letter of each 
word in the first line of songs I like, including capitals where appropriate – easy to 
remember and relatively foolproof.  Then write down something that will remind you of 
the song to which that password refers, rather than the password itself.   

11. Most importantly use different passwords for every single site where money changes 
hands.  It’s a pain trying to make up, list and/or remember so many different passwords, 
but it does protect you, so that if one site is compromised, at least the hackers/scammers 
don’t have the password that will enable them to access all your other fiscal web accounts.   

12. Don't pay to get money.  Some scams will tell you, for example, that you’ve won a 
supposed lottery prize or can apply for a loan, but they demand payment up front to allow 
you to access it – the fact is the prize or loan don’t exist.   

13. Keep yourself informed about the latest scams. You can sign up for alerts from the Devon 
and Cornwall Police Neighbourhood Alert scheme 
(https://devonandcornwallpcc.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/) and subscribe to well-informed 
sites like Scambusters (albeit American) and local media such as Honiton Nub News, as well 
as following local social media sites.  Our village WhatsApp group has regularly spread 
news of scammers and other ne’er-do-wells in the area.   

14. If you have even the slightest suspicion that you could be on the receiving end of a scam or 
fraud, or you know someone else who has potentially been a victim, talk immediately to 
someone you trust -- friends, family, the police or to Action Fraud, whose phone number is 
0300 123 2040, open 8am – 8pm daily, or you can report a fraud online at 
https://reporting.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting.  Put the number into the address book 
in your phone.   

Rob Sexton – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
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