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Editorial
As some of you may have realised 2021 is a census year. They come around
every ten years, and it’s a way for the Office of National Statistics to find out

Useful Telephone Nos

details of our lives and beliefs that help inform local and national planning.
During March we will all receive a letter giving an access code and inviting us

HONITON CORONAVIRUS
INFORMATION LINE :

as a legal requirement to send in our completed forms. If computers are not

01404 384050

your forte, then help and paper forms are available. More details are given in
the item included in this newsletter.
This collection of data goes way back, and we are fortunate that we don’t
have to go to our place of birth on a donkey to register! Non-essential travel
due to Covid should cover that!
But it’s interesting to go back to the days before any form of nationally
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available communications. Details were collected by the parish managers and
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a note taken of the occupations represented within a household. Along with

For prescription deliveries

the obvious farmer, thatcher or wife you get some very un-PC notes like
imbecile or even idiot against some names. I doubt the ONS will expect such
terms in the coming census.
Incidentally our Combe Raleigh records for the early 1800s would have
shown many more farms and residents in the parish, it is just these variations
that will inform government actions following your anonymised returns.
Stay safe.
David Jackson

KINGS CENTRE
FOODBANK :
01404 43800
Volunteers are also needed
for a wide variety of support.
If you can help, please
contact the Advice Line
:01404-354080

Church News
Lockdown again – but for all the right reasons and something we must put up with for everyone’s
benefit.
In early December Gill and David very kindly set up a Christmas tree by the lych gate, decorated
with lights and baubles, to keep our spirits up and remind us of the approaching festive season, but,
David, how we missed the mulled wine at our non-existent carol
service!
For the last time in 2020 the bell ringers welcomed us to church on
Christmas morning but there was a very different atmosphere at this
socially-distanced service and despite the benefit of a CD we missed
being able to join in the traditional carols. The decorations too
reflected the more austere atmosphere,
and as we lit the last candle in the
advent wreath we reflected on what a
strange year it had been.

Adriana decorated the chancel window with
an angel, kings and a ‘star’ and there were
three small trees complete with lights. The
crib was on display awaiting the arrival of
the three kings from the east which duly
took place on 3rd January, a little early for Epiphany but better late than
never and, although we did not know it then, it would be the last service
before the present lockdown.
Normally at this time of year we are
letting everyone know of forthcoming
events. This year however the diary is
blank and awaiting a time when it can be
filled again. Sadly there will be no Snowdrop Tea so a social
afternoon sitting in the church with a cup of tea and slice of
homemade cake will have to wait for later in the year. Yes, we’ll find
an excuse to do that!
Some of you will already have had a Covid vaccination and be partway towards immunity. The Government seems to be forging ahead
with its programme so hopefully by the summer we may be seeing a brighter light at the end of
this long tunnel and a return to a more normal way of life.
Meanwhile, keep well and stay safe.
Rosemary and Ruth

CHANGING TIMES - GIVE NATURE A CHANCE

In 1992, when Mary and I bought our small farm in West Sussex, we were very ‘green behind the
ears’ and local farmers were most kind, offering advice etc. They recalled the various help schemes
successive Governments had given over the years - grants to grub out the hedgerows etc, followed
in due course by new thinking offering grants for re-planting hedgerows!
I remember getting a phone call one day from my neighbouring farmer … “Alan, are you going into
wine production?” he boomed in my ear! Somewhat astonished I replied “I’m a consumer not a
grower!”
“Well” he said, “kindly get rid of all those dandelions in the field next to mine then!” It was duly
sprayed off!
5 years ago, when we arrived at The Knoll from West Sussex, we were weed averse!
Slowly, as time has passed, & with encouragement from our son who works for the National Trust
and also from the Devon Wildlife Trust, we have changed our views and in the Autumn of 2020
have over-sown a small field with a wildflower mix, to create a wildflower meadow, and much to
my horror, this included dandelions!
Ah well - it’s time to give nature a helping hand!
By changing the field from the previous system of either sheep grazing from early spring to late
autumn one year and the next year allowing the grass to grow during the summer and cutting it for
hay for forage - it will be interesting to see the difference in year one!
If you would like to see what has grown this summer - just give us a ring.
Alan & Mary Joules

Census 2021 – 21st March 2021
The census is coming. By taking part, you can help inform decisions on services that shape your
community, such as healthcare, education and transport.
The census is a unique survey that happens every 10 years. It
gives us a snapshot of all the people and households in England
and Wales – the most detailed information we have about our
society.
It’s important that you fill in your census questionnaire. Without
the information you share, it’d be more difficult to understand
your community’s needs and to plan and fund public services.
In one way or another, your information touches the lives of
every single person living in England and Wales, whether it’s
through using census information to plan new schools, doctors’
surgeries or bike lanes.
Because these things matter to us all, everyone needs to
complete the census. Do not worry, government officials dealing with applications you’ve made or
payments or services you receive cannot see it.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) runs the census in England and Wales and is independent
from government. Your details are protected by law and information published is always
anonymous.
Census Day is Sunday 21 March 2021. You can fill yours in online as soon as you get your access
code in the post. If your household circumstances change on Census Day, you can let the ONS
know.
Everyone should have the support they need to fill in the census. If you, or anyone you know,
needs help, there’s a wide range of support services available.
These include a contact centre that can give you help over the phone and guidance in a range of
languages and accessible formats, including paper questionnaires and large print.
If you need help or have any questions, visit www.census.gov.uk

Tel : 01329 444972
Our team is available to help you:
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5pm
Emai : census.customerservices@ons.gov.uk
More information is also on the Raleigh Rag website : www.comberaleigh.org.uk

Letter from Myanmar

For some time now we have had a “foreign correspondent “ Gabriel, whom we met when I
travelled in Myanmar seven years ago. At the time we were amongst his first customers I believe.
Normally one never hears from guides once the trip is over, but I was touched to receive a message
from Gabriel some months ago asking for some help, which I was able to give. So I felt emboldened
to ask for some words from him, but had not expected such a telling piece of writing, I hope you
agree and that it brings another reality to our magazine.
‘U Ba is looking at the vast endless Rangoon sky with sigh: isn’t it over yet? He lives next to an old
colonial apartment building in one of the rooms I reside. He’s a pensioner in his 80’s. I sometimes
go visit his small, thatched hut, for we have the same hobby in common in Burma: speaking
English! He is an alumni of St. Paul school which used to be an outstanding, famous and well known
school in old British days during the colonial period in Burma. Former students of St. Paul school
speak quite good English. U Ba would sometimes tell me about his good old days in his 20’s and
these had me quite interested in his talk and I listened and listened and on. He got married to a
woman when he was 25 but they were not fortunate enough to have any children. Mrs Ba died of
cancer 2 years ago thus from then U Ba is all alone. He was ok ever since the new government
transitioning into democracy raised the salary of all pensioners countrywide in 2011. Though not
much, roughly 70£ equivalent in ‘kyats’ enabled him to live an old life in Burma somewhat ‘fine’.
He would go to a teashop yonder our street in the morning and would have his breakfast of sweetand-strong tea and Mong’hinga which is a quite common Burmese cuisine of rice vermicelli in fish
gravy. He would also read a local newspaper with the help of his nearly broken glasses. He would
then go back to his magnificent bamboo thatched hut and wait for anyone would visit him for
having a chat. Or he just watches his aged National TV covered in an inch of dust. Lunch is simple
for him with some cooked rice and fried or boiled egg; chicken curry is what he fancies but he does

not afford to eat every day. He rarely eats dinner but a cup of brewed coffee and a couple of local
Burmese cheroots, of course local green tea is not to be missed in almost every Burman’s house!

Burma had the first Corona virus patient in March, 2020. People were not a lot scared and didn’t
think it would be real serious. My small business as an English speaking tourist guide started to
deteriorate from April and I never believed that I went bankrupt in May. Very fast and never
imagined. No foreign visitors since April had my small business reined to a full stop. Government
tried to support local businesses including travel agencies, but my small business entity was not
entitled as many other local businesses. Some supports went to local manufacturing enterprises
and a handful of agricultural businesses.

Lots of people got unemployed and many workers who came to work in Rangoon from different
parts of the country went back to their own towns and villages as there were fewer work
opportunities in the city. From March to July, 2020, we could call Covid19 first wave in Burma and
my country got only over 300 positive cases and only 6 people have died of Covid19. But
businesses stopped mostly and most of the people struggled even to be able to get by their daily
life. But still Burmese people didn’t think this pandemic was serious until in August 2020. So, there
were a lot of people moving around in Rangoon for their daily life struggle. As a result, in August,
2020, some Covid19 positive persons were found in Rakhine state which is about 16hrs drive up
west of Rangoon and learnt that some of them had travelled to Rangoon and had many contacts
during. Thus, from the last week in August in Rangoon and in Burma, lots of Covid19 positive
persons were tested countrywide and number of deaths have risen up from September. And to
October 2020, in Burma we had over 27000 positive persons and the number of death was over
600. Lots of places in the city were ordered to be homestay and lots and lots of businesses are
closed and are ordered to close. Now in January, 2021, 134318 Covid-19 positive patients in Burma
and 2955 deaths! As a poor country Burma is, the impacts of this pandemic affect every layer of
Burmese people society much worse for the poorer people!

I opened my rice pot to fetch some rice to cook for today and I tried to take some out with an topopened condensed milk can. Instead of a feel of a slight load in my hand, a scratching sound of the
aluminium can in my hand against the inner glazed wall of the rice pot emerged. So, I looked down
in the pot and realised only just a few seeds were all fainted white in my rice pot. With sigh, I
uttered: ‘isn’t it over yet?
David Jackson

Village Oil Ordering
With Peter Smith moving away from
the village, I have taken on the
ordering of the village oil
requirements. I live at Windgate Farm
on the outskirts of the village, having
moved here a few years ago with my partner, Peter.
If anyone is interested in being added to the group, they should send me an email to:
elainejm@hotmail.co.uk
The way it works is when someone has a need for oil, they send me an email. I then email the rest
of the group asking for their requirements, and then send a bulk order off to the supplier. The
hope is that with bulk ordering, we might get a better price!
I’d like to thank Peter for doing this for the village and wish him and Lizzie good health and
happiness in their new home
Elaine Miller
Windgate Farm

Welcome to New Villagers
Hello Combe Raleigh - after not the easiest house buying/selling experience in 2020, we were
delighted to move into the village in mid-December. We have only travelled a short distance over
the border from South Somerset where we lived for 30 years. Now happily retired, we look forward
to meeting you and getting to know the area better. Duncan and Jill Wardle

Best wishes
Jill

Combe Raleigh Parish Meeting
Minutes of the ZOOM Meeting held on 13 January 2021
Present:Mr B. Churchill – Chairman
Together with 24 local government electors of the Parish:Mr J Evans

Mrs S Evans

Mrs K Churchill

Mrs V Brabrook

Mr J Brabrook

Mr J Hatch

Mrs J Wardle

Mrs M Joules

Mr A Joules

Mrs C Padget

Mr C Padget

Mrs L Clarke

Mr L Clarke

Mrs R Mapleston

Mrsv V Moran

Mr M Moran

Mrs E Guiness

Mr R Guiness

Mr T Dezell

Mr D Jackson

Mr P Smith

Mrs N Hancok

Mr J Hancock

Mr A Groombridge

Cllr C Brown [EDDC] Cllr I Chubb [DCC]

Cllr D Key [EDDC]

Ms A Lozinska

Mr M Groombridge

Mr I Downs

69/2020 Apologies for Absence

Mrs L Downs

70/2020 Minutes of previous Parish Meetings
Minutes of the Meetings held on 20 February 2020 and 27 August 2020 which had previously been
circulated, were approved by the Meeting. There were no matters arising.
71/2020 Parish Estimates and Precept 2021/2022.
The Treasurer had previously circulated the revised estimates for the current year and estimates
for 2021/2022. These estimates showed an expected surplus for the current year of £4,673, of
which £3,820 was accounted for by the receipt of a community infrastructure levy contribution
from East Devon District Council. Payments for year 2021/2022 were estimated at a total of £730
with no receipts expected to arise apart from the Parish Precept. Discussion took place as to
whether the precept should be levied at an amount to cover the anticipated spend [£730] or to
continue the precept at the same level as for the current year [£2222]. It was proposed by Tony
Dezell, seconded by Lisa Clarke and agreed by the Meeting that the precept for the year 2021/2022
should remain at £2222.

72/2020 Financial Approvals
[a] small items of equipment to facilitate the ZOOM Meeting - £44.98
[b] ZOOM subscription - £14.39
The above payments were recommended for approval by Rosemary Mapleston, seconded by
Lawrence Clarke and agreed by the Meeting.
73/2020 There being no other business the Meeting ended at 8PM

Brian Churchill
Chairman

Concert at Coryhill 2021 -

Chris and Caroline Padget are hoping to have another outdoor concert at Coryhill this summer
in aid of Exeter Cathedral – subject to Covid restrictions of course !

The Virtual Burns Night
It is with some regret that we will pass Burns Night this year without the pleasure of staging this
very Scottish celebration. So for those of you in denial or who are yet to have the pleasure, we
thought we would revisit past Suppers with some pictures and memories of villagers - some of
whom are no longer with us.
We were introduced to all things Scottish by a “force of nature” Norman Mc Corkindale, Jan’s
husband who promoted all things Scottish and insisted that Burns Night was done properly; no
mamby pamby haggis starter followed by roast beef! No indeed. So, cock a leekie soup followed
by a full Haggis, neeps and tatties, main then Cranachan. We introduced gravy to his disgust but
it became a tradition too.
The Scottish recipe for the soup involved
rescuing the whole chicken from the pot to
use again. Careful the Scots! But we left ours
in, complete with barley and prunes. Truly
yummy, and the kitchen never offered
“seconds” so we could take some home for
the freezer!
Always delighted that the finished plates came back almost licked clean, good wholesome food
well enjoyed!
All traditions were observed. Our picture shows
the “Address to the Haggis” done from memory
by Norman who had been released from
hospital specially for the occasion. Sadly he
returned there and died three weeks later.

Over the years we had used several
pipers,.Roger Hicks appears here, although
possibly the most memorable was our
venerable Parish Clerk dressed in tartan sporting a ginger wig and apparently playing a bagpipe
made of a cushion with chair legs attached …. needs must when you cannot get the real thing.!
Speeches are traditional as is the Grace read by the vicar from the napkin! They come with the
haggis and have it written upon them.
Then the immortal memory, always a risk, as the speaker sometimes goes into minute detail
about the bard and bores the pants off the audience, who glaze over after 20 minutes, either in
need of another drink or a comfort break!

Poetry by Burns or sometimes home grown follows.
To finish the evening we get the toast to the ladies and
their response, a great excuse to take a sly but loving dig
at the opposite gender, and often a task foisted onto the
newest and keenest entrants to the village community! So
if that is you then keep your heads down next Jan 26th.
The evening is over, the endless pile of washing up is
completed, but still the farmers stand discussing the price
of this or that while the sweeping and tidying goes on
around them...another village tradition…

BURNS NIGHT 2021 – Rosemary Mapleston
We would have used the Village Hall
As we’ve done in the past
To feast and honour Robbie Burns,
Scots poet unsurpassed.
We would have piped the haggis in
To ceremony and cheers,
Skirl of bagpipes – some might say
Music of the spheres.
We would have heard about his life,
His poetry and prose,
His many loves, his ballad
To a red, red rose.
We would have offered up a toast,
A wee small dram or two,
Then honoured all the ladies
With compliments anew.
We would have sung, both loud and clear,
Its melody sublime,
The song that bids us meet again –
Auld Lang Syne.
We would have done an awful lot
But Covid’s gone and spoiled the plot.

A path less walked.
The latest lockdown and sometimes improving weather have
illustrated what a village of walkers we are. It is not unusual to
find a kindred spirit at most times of day out and about around
the village. Often lots!
The recently opened St Cyres route is incredibly popular if a bit
muddy …not a “trainers” route. Incidentally have you noticed the
tree “camp” with its ladder? To my shame it had eluded me for
ages until we took the drier route around the muddiest section. I
wonder who had fun building it?
But have you discovered probably the longest path within the
village boundary? No? Me neither.
Taking the St Cyres route to the road, turn right passing the
Awliscombe football ground and turn into Hill Farm by the
footpath marker. From Hill Farm cross the stile ; a well-marked
path with electric fences leads into the field beyond. Keep close
to the hedge on your left and pass through the gate opposite into the next field. Now follow the
hedge on your right alongside the wood. Pass through the gate, follow the track downhill at the
bottom turning left follow the track between the wood on your left-hand side and the barn on your
right hand side. 50 metres or so after passing the wood, turn left off the farm track to cross the
field (note the farm track beyond this is private land and does not form any part of this path) there
you will find a stile leading to the Honiton to Dunkeswell Road opposite the entrance to Sunnyside
Farm. Turn right on to the main road and after 100 metres turn right and follow the tarmac road
(School Lane) until Combe Raleigh is reached. I suggest you obtain a copy of either the rights of
way map from the Devon County Council or an O.S. map of at least 1:25000 scale (2.5” to the mile)
both of which are known to be accurate and possibly the only certain way to follow the correct
route of this footpath. Please close all gates and keep dogs on leads.
Although I knew of this path we had not walked it for perhaps twenty years and judging by the lack
of footprints it is not very well used but makes a great variation to the limited number of routes
that “lead directly from your door”
Happy wandering!
David Jackson
NB this route has been updated above, to include accurate details of the walk from Hill Farm to the
Dunkeswell Road. Previously circulated details were inaccurate and we apologise for any offence
caused to the landowners of Springhill Farm.

DICTIONARY 2020

In a moment of idleness – and there have certainly been many of
those recently– it occurred to me to wonder how our vocabulary
has been affected as a result of the unusual times we have been
living through during the past year. One of the obvious
candidates is the word lockdown, little used before 2020 but
which, it transpires, is of American origin and was used to refer
to the confining of prisoners to their cells especially in order to
regain control after a riot. Well, thankfully not too many riots, but
certainly enough lockdowns.
Online research suggests, not unsurprisingly, that the word of the year in 2020 was
pandemic. Although it’s a word that has been around for several hundred years, probably
since the mid-1660s and the time of the Great Plague, the Oxford Dictionary has reported a
surge in its use by a staggering 57,000 per cent in the last twelve months.
There’s no record of where fake news comes but it must surely be pretty high up the list!
It’s reckoned that in the English language about 1000 new words and phrases appear each year, although
many of them are established words with a prefix or suffix added. Out of that thousand here are just ten
that have made it into the dictionary recently:
Cakepop Small, round piece of cake coated in icing, chocolate or other decorations and fixed on a stick to
make it look like a lollipop.
Coasteering Adventure sport involving scrambling rocks, jumping off cliffs and swimming in the sea.
Drumble To be lazy, sluggish or mumble when speaking.
Freegan Someone who eats thrown-away food as they hate waste.
Hyperlocal Really local.
Koozie The thermal foam sleeve you put round a can or a bottle to keep it cool.
Phablet A smartphone having a screen which is intermediate in size between that of a typical smartphone
and a tablet computer.
Photobomb Meaning to insert yourself into someone else’s photo.
Skort Shorts with a flap of material to make them appear a skirt.
Webisode Short video of a TV programme shown online.

So, in 2021 if you’re a cakepop-munching freegan, coasteering in a hyperlocal beauty spot wearing
your new skort, beware you don’t photobomb in someone’s phablet, or you might find yourself in a
webisode drumbling into a koozie that you mistook for a microphone whilst being interviewed.
RM

God's Plan for ageing?
Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God decreed that seniors become forgetful
so they would have to search for their glasses, keys and other things thus doing more walking.
God looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made seniors lose coordination so they
would drop things requiring them to bend, reach & stretch.
God looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors would have additional calls of
nature requiring more trips to the bathroom, thus providing more exercise.
God looked down and saw that it was good.
So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more, remember it’s God’s will.
It is all in your best interest even though you mutter under your breath.

Nine Important Facts To Remember As We Grow Older
9 Death is the number 1 killer in the world.
8 Life is sexually transmitted.
7 Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die.
6 Men have 2 motivations: hunger and hanky panky, and they can't tell them apart.
gleam in his eyes, make him a sandwich.

If you see a

5 Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person to use the Internet and they
won't bother you for weeks, months, maybe years.
4 Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital, dying of nothing.
3 All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism.
2 In the 60's, people took LSD to make the world weird. Now the world is weird, and people take
Prozac to make it normal.
1 Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may be a burning issue tomorrow.
Please share this wisdom with others while I go to the bathroom…….
Sent in by a local reader .

News from Honiton Beehive
After reopening in September for room hires and classes then, briefly, welcoming back film
audiences in October and during December 2020, The Beehive will now be closed for events and
films until 31st March 21.
Chair of the Honiton Community Complex Charity trustees, Serena Sexton announced that:
‘With Lockdown 3 ongoing we have obviously had to close The Beehive. The board also felt
compelled to make the decision to remain closed for films and events until April 2021 given the
deteriorating situation nationally and locally with regard to the Coronavirus. Given the current
circumstances, we believe this is the right and responsible thing to do.’
Beehive programmer, Wendy Van der Plank added
‘2020 has been a stinker of a year for everyone and we were really looking forward to bringing lots
of lovely events to Honiton by gently re-building the programme. Sadly, we have been thwarted by
Covid for the first few months of 2021 but we won’t let it grind us down, we’ll be back! Please keep
an eye out for updates and rescheduled events on our website. Roll on the vaccine and our renewed
confidence to go out, to socialise and enjoy events once again.’
Please note that room bookings and classes will re-open as and when it is the correct time to do so
within the government’s guidelines.
(with thanks to Robert and Serena Sexton and the Beehive website : https://beehivehoniton.co.uk )

